
 

MINUTES 

 

April 5, 2016 

 

 

The minutes of the Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission meeting held at the Fairfield 

County Courthouse, Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 210 East Main Street, Lancaster, Ohio. 

 

Presiding:  Bill Yaple, President 

 

Present:  Betsy Alt, Todd Edwards, Rachel Elsea, Kent Huston, Lonnie Kosch, Rich Mathias, 

Harry Myers, Larry Neeley, Karen Roberts, John Snook, Phil Stringer, Ira Weiss, Jeffrey White, 

Jeremiah Upp (County Engineer), A J Lacefield (Economic Development), Holly Mattei 

(Executive Director), James Mako (Senior Planner), and Gail Beck (Adm. Asst). 

 

 

ITEM 1. MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the March 1, 2016 Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission meeting 

were presented for approval.  Ira Weiss made a motion for approval of the minutes.  Kent Huston 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   

 

 

ITEM 2. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Bill Yaple welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Rich Mathias was introduced as the new RPC 

member representing Berne Township.  Mr. Yaple stated that it is time to update the County 

Land Use Plan and Holly Mattei is working to see if there can be collaboration with townships 

who may also be moving into an update process.  Holly Mattei said that she has asked the 

townships and villages to appoint a representative to the Stakeholder Committee for the County 

Land Use Plan update.  Holly also said that anyone that is interested in being on this Committee 

should contact her. 

 

 

ITEM 3. PRESENTATION 

 

David Uhl gave a presentation on the Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities. 

 

 

ITEM 4. SUBDIVISION ACTIVITIES 

 

Holly Mattei presented the following report: 
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ITEM 4a. SUBDIVISION:  Heron Crossing Phase 1 – Final Plat 

 

OWNER/DEVELOPER:  MI Homes 

 

SURVEYOR/ENGINEER:  Watcon Engineering  

 

LOCATION & DESCRIPTION:  Located in Violet Township along Refugee Road, Township 

16, Section 25, Range 20. Phase 1 includes 48 lots on roughly 39 acres. Access to the site is from 

Refugee Road, stub roads to the east and west are also proposed for future development. Water 

and sewer will be provided by Fairfield County Utilities. 

 

SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  The Subdivision 

Regulations Committee recommends approval of the Heron Crossing Section 1 Final Plat, 

subject to the following conditions: 

1. Through various conversations it appears construction of turn lanes along Refugee Road will 

be delayed due to road widening and electric pole relocation. With that being said, the 

Subdivision Regulations Committee recommends allowing the developer to proceed with 

construction of section 1 because this section is under the 50 lot threshold outlined in Section 

5.2.7(F). The developer shall also be required to bond the Refugee Road widening 

improvements prior to the section 1 final plat being recorded. An estimate for the bond shall 

also be submitted and approved by the County Engineers Office. Moving forward, the 

Subdivision Regulations Committee recommends that no future lots outside of Section 1 be 

created until the completion of the required turn lanes along Refugee Road. Street plans shall 

be revised to address any drainage and pavement tie-ins that will be altered due to the delay 

in turn lane construction.  

2. On page 6, the line weights should be adjusted to better detail the correct section 1 boundary. 

Additionally it should not include portions of section 2. 

3. The offsite easements and their respective ownership must be better clarified. Since 

pedestrian, sanitary, and drainage easements will be owned by M/I Homes and H&G, LLC 

it’s recommended these be labeled differently possibly as offsite pedestrian easement A and 

B, C, etc. to correspond both on the plat and on sheet 1 in the description.  

4. HOA documents must be submitted insuring the maintenance of the MUP along Refugee 

Road and the subdivision as a whole.  

5. On page 2 a note should be added similar to Note “E” indicating that the MUP will be 

maintained by the HOA. 

6. Language must be added clarifying that the ROW along Refugee Road be transferred to 

Fairfield County Board of Commissioners.  

7. The wetland easement dimensions must be shown on the plat. 

8. Open Space B should be labeled as a drainage easement as shown for Open Space A and C.  

9. The last sentence in Note “A” should be removed.  

10. Drainage Maintenance District information must be submitted. 

11. The final plat must be revised to comply with the requirements of the Technical Review 

Committee, the Fairfield County Engineer’s Office, the Fairfield County Utilities 

Department, the Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District, Fairfield County GIS and 

Violet Township Zoning. 

12. The applicant shall furnish construction assurances and pay all required recreation fees. 
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SUBDIVISION:  Heron Crossing Phase 1 – Final Plat – Continued 

 

A motion was made by Ira Weiss to approve the Subdivision Regulations Committee 

Recommendation.  Todd Edwards seconded the motion.  Motion passed with Harry Myers and 

Betsy Alt abstaining. 

 

 

Holly Mattei presented the following report: 

 

ITEM 5. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The Active Transportation Committee (ATC) recently recommended that additional routes be 

added to Corridor #3 of Rolling Forward to provide access to Perry County.  At its March 21
st
 

meeting, the ATC recommended the following routes be added: 

 

3c. Perry County to Millersport – Short Term Route 

 

i. A series of county and township roads:  Custer’s Point, Fairfield Beach, Shell 

Beach, Cattail; Geiger, Millersport.   

ii. This route follows some of the same roads as 3ci but includes a deviation to the 

north to provide views of Buckeye Lake.   It allows for travel on lower speed, less 

traveled roads and has been identified as a common route currently utilized by 

cyclists. It includes a series of county and township roads: Custer’s Point, 

Fairfield Beach, Rosewood, Lake Shore; Juniper; Orchid; Bateson; Shell Beach, 

Cattail; Geiger, Millersport. 

 

4. Perry County to Millersport – Long Term Route 

 

This alternative utilizes SR 204 to provide direct access from Perry County to 

Millersport.  This route would require off road improvements due to its high traffic 

volume and speed. 

 

 

 

The following is draft text and map changes to Rolling Forward.   Deletions are shown with a 

strikethrough and additions are shown with bold underlined text. 

 

A connection to the north into Licking County is included in this route as a result of a 

2015 ODOT Statewide Bikeway planning effort.  This northern connection extends from 

the Village of Millersport along Millersport Road, Lakeside, and North Bank to the 

Licking County line. 

3b.  Baltimore Connection – Long Term Future Route 

A series of state, county and township roads: Millersport, Canal to Village of Baltimore.  

This route then creates a loop extending south from the Village of Baltimore on Main,  
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS – Continued 

  

Leonard and Basil in order to provide a connection to the Smeck Farm.  Otherwise, 

cyclists may continue south on SR 158 to the City of Lancaster. 

The Agricultural Security Area (ASA) is a vital part of this corridor.  Consideration must 

be provided when determining the types of treatments to be utilized within this route. 

 

3c. Perry County to Millersport – Short Term Route 

i. A series of county and township roads:  Custer’s Point, Fairfield Beach, Shell 

Beach, Cattail; Geiger, Millersport.   

ii. This route follows some of the same roads as 3ci but includes a deviation to 

the north to provide views of Buckeye Lake.   It allows for travel on lower 

speed, less traveled roads and has been identified as a common route utilized 

by cyclists. It includes a series of county and township roads: Custer’s Point, 

Fairfield Beach, Rosewood, Lake Shore; Juniper; Orchid; Bateson; Shell 

Beach, Cattail; Geiger, Millersport. 

4. Perry County to Millersport – Long Term Route 

This alternative utilizes SR 204 to provide direct access from Perry County to 

Millersport.  This route would require off road improvements due to its high traffic 

volume and speed. 
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS – Continued 

 

A motion was made by Harry Myers to approve the Active Transportation Committee 

recommendations.  Todd Edwards seconded the motion.  Larry Neeley expressed his concerns 

about SR 204 being safe for cyclists with its sharp hills.  Holly Mattei responded that this 

corridor calls for an off-road bike path that would be separated from the travel lanes.  Kent 

Huston said that the State may provide funding in the future if we identify a plan.  After 

discussion, a vote was taken and the motion passed with Larry Neeley opposed. 

 

 

Holly Mattei presented the following report: 

 

ITEM 6. PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE RPC PERSONNEL MANUAL –  

  PERSONAL DAYS 

 

The County Commissioners recently approved a change in the County Personnel Manual to 

provide three (3) personal days to employees.  The payroll department has requested that the 

RPC update its Personnel Manual to reflect this change.  The proposed change affects Section V- 

Paid Absences – Subsection D.  Proposed deletions are shown below with a strikethrough.  

Proposed additions are shown in bold.  All other sections of the RPC Personnel Manual remain 

unchanged. 

 

 

Proposed Changes to the RPC Personnel Manual Section V – D – Personal Leave. 

 

D. PERSONAL LEAVE. 

 

Personal leave may be granted by the Director for special circumstances. Personal leave shall 

be granted in accordance with the policies and procedures within the then current 

Fairfield County Personnel Manual for Personal Leave. 

 

 

A motion was made by Harry Myers to approve the proposed revisions to the RPC Personnel 

Manual – Personal Days.  Ira Weiss seconded the motion.   Harry Myers asked if the County has 

had any personal days before.  Holly Mattei responded no.  After discussion, a vote was taken 

and the motion passed. 

 

 

Holly Mattei presented the following report: 
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ITEM 7. CONTRACT FOR HOUSING INSPECTION SERVICES FOR FISCAL  

  YEAR 2016 COMMUNITY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  

  (CHIP) 

 

The RPC office has recently received a proposed contract with the Fairfield County Board of 

Commissioners for Housing Inspection Services and Fair Housing Assistance for the Fiscal Year 

2016 Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP) in the amount of $13,000.  This 

contract is contingent upon the CHIP application to the state being approved and funded. 

 

RPC staff has previously provided the inspection services for this program since 2000. These 

services primarily have involved working with the Lancaster-Fairfield Community Action 

Agency to establish a system of quality assurance. 

 

It is requested that the proposed contract be approved and that the RPC Executive Director be 

authorized to execute the contract. 
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A motion was made by Phil Stringer to approve the FY 2016 CHIP Contract and authorize Holly 

Mattei to sign the contract.  John Snook seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
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ITEM 8. BUILDING DEPARTMENT APPLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW FOR  

  BUILDING PERMITS 

 

RPC staff presented a list of building permit applications under review. 

 

 

Holly Mattei presented the following bills for payment: 

 

ITEM 9. BILLS 

 

561000 OFFICE SUPPLIES    $      206.34 

530005 CONTRACT SERVICES – OTHER  $      677.82 

543000 CONTRACT SERVICES – REPAIR  $        99.49 

558000 TRAVEL & EXPENSES   $      194.11 

     TOTAL             $   1,177.76 

 

A motion was made by Todd Edwards to approve the bills for payment.  Betsy Alt seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed. 

 

 

ITEM 10. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Holly Mattei reminded everyone about the Zoning Training on how to run a public meeting to be 

held on Thursday, April 7
th

, at the Utilities Office.  

   

 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Todd Edwards 

and seconded by Kent Huston.  Motion passed. 

 

 

Minutes Approved By: 

 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________, 

William Yaple, President    Mary K. Snider, Secretary 


