Ohio Revised Code § 2953.52: Sealing of records after not guilty finding, dismissal of
proceedings or no bill by grand jury.
(A)

(1) Any person, who is found not guilty of an offense by a jury or a court or who is the
defendant named in a dismissed complaint, indictment, or information, may apply to the court
for an order to seal the person's official records in the case. Except as provided in section
2953.61 of the Revised Code, the application may be filed at any time after the finding of not
guilty or the dismissal of the complaint, indictment, or information is entered upon the minutes
of the court or the journal, whichever entry occurs first.
(2) Any person, against whom a no bill is entered by a grand jury, may apply to the court for an
order to seal his official records in the case. Except as provided in section 2953.61 of the
Revised Code, the application may be filed at any time after the expiration of two years after
the date on which the foreperson or deputy foreperson of the grand jury reports to the court
that the grand jury has reported a no bill.

(B)

(1) Upon the filing of an application pursuant to division (A) of this section, the court shall set a
date for a hearing and shall notify the prosecutor in the case of the hearing on the application.
The prosecutor may object to the granting of the application by filing an objection with the
court prior to the date set for the hearing. The prosecutor shall specify in the objection the
reasons the prosecutor believes justify a denial of the application.
(2) The court shall do each of the following, except as provided in division (B)(3) of this
section:
(a)

(i) Determine whether the person was found not guilty in the case, or the
complaint, indictment, or information in the case was dismissed, or a no bill was
returned in the case and a period of two years or a longer period as required by
section 2953.61 of the Revised Code has expired from the date of the report to
the court of that no bill by the foreperson or deputy foreperson of the grand jury;
(ii) If the complaint, indictment, or information in the case was dismissed,
determine whether it was dismissed with prejudice or without prejudice and, if it
was dismissed without prejudice, determine whether the relevant statute of
limitations has expired;

(b) Determine whether criminal proceedings are pending against the person;
(c) If the prosecutor has filed an objection in accordance with division (B)(1) of this
section, consider the reasons against granting the application specified by the
prosecutor in the objection;
(d) Weigh the interests of the person in having the official records pertaining to the
case sealed against the legitimate needs, if any, of the government to maintain those
records.
(3) If the court determines after complying with division (B)(2)(a) of this section that the person
was found not guilty in the case, that the complaint, indictment, or information in the case was
dismissed with prejudice, or that the complaint, indictment, or information in the case was
dismissed without prejudice and that the relevant statute of limitations has expired, the court
shall issue an order to the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and
investigation directing that the superintendent seal or cause to be sealed the official records in
the case consisting of DNA specimens that are in the possession of the bureau and all DNA
records and DNA profiles. The determinations and considerations described in divisions

(B)(2)(b), (c), and (d) of this section do not apply with respect to a determination of the court
described in this division.
(4) The determinations described in this division are separate from the determination
described in division (B)(3) of this section. If the court determines, after complying with division
(B)(2) of this section, that the person was found not guilty in the case, that the complaint,
indictment, or information in the case was dismissed, or that a no bill was returned in the case
and that the appropriate period of time has expired from the date of the report to the court of
the no bill by the foreperson or deputy foreperson of the grand jury; that no criminal
proceedings are pending against the person; and the interests of the person in having the
records pertaining to the case sealed are not outweighed by any legitimate governmental
needs to maintain such records, or if division (E)(2)(b) of section 4301.69 of the Revised Code
applies, in addition to the order required under division (B)(3) of this section, the court shall
issue an order directing that all official records pertaining to the case be sealed and that,
except as provided in section 2953.53 of the Revised Code, the proceedings in the case be
deemed not to have occurred.
(5) Any DNA specimens, DNA records, and DNA profiles ordered to be sealed under this
section shall not be sealed if the person with respect to whom the order applies is otherwise
eligible to have DNA records or a DNA profile in the national DNA index system.
Ohio Revised Code § 2953.61: Multiple charges; sealing of records.
(A) Except as provided in division (B)(1) of this section, a person charged with two or more offenses
as a result of or in connection with the same act may not apply to the court pursuant to section
2953.32 or 2953.52 of the Revised Code for the sealing of the person's record in relation to any of the
charges when at least one of the charges has a final disposition that is different from the final
disposition of the other charges until such time as the person would be able to apply to the court and
have all of the records pertaining to all of those charges sealed pursuant to section 2953.32 or
2953.52 of the Revised Code.
(B)

(1) When a person is charged with two or more offenses as a result of or in connection with
the same act and the final disposition of one, and only one, of the charges is a conviction
under any section of Chapter 4507., 4510., 4511., or 4549., other than section 4511.19 or
4511.194 of the Revised Code, or under a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to
any section other than section 4511.19 or 4511.194 of the Revised Code contained in any of
those chapters, and if the records pertaining to all the other charges would be eligible for
sealing under section 2953.52 of the Revised Code in the absence of that conviction, the court
may order that the records pertaining to all the charges be sealed. In such a case, the court
shall not order that only a portion of the records be sealed.
(2) Division (B)(1) of this section does not apply if the person convicted of the offenses
currently holds a commercial driver's license or commercial driver's license temporary
instruction permit.

PLEASE NOTE: The Clerk’s Office cannot give you legal advice concerning your application to
seal your records. Please consult with an attorney or Legal Aid if you have any questions
regarding whether you meet all criteria for sealing your records.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO
STATE OF OHIO
Plaintiff
vs.
____________________________
Defendant

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

CASE NO.

_____________________

JUDGE

_____________________

APPLICATION TO SEAL RECORD OF
DISMISSAL, NOT GUILTY VERDICT OR
“NO BILL” (O.R.C. 2953.52)

I, ____________________________________, am respectfully applying to this Court for the sealing
of the dismissal, not guilty verdict, or “no bill” in this case. This application is brought pursuant to
O.R.C. 2953.52.
On________________________________, the following charges were dismissed, either by motion,
not guilty verdict, or “no bill” by the grand jury:
Name of Offense/Charge
1)
2)
3)
4)

Offense Code

Degree of Offense

I am requesting my record be sealed for the following reason(s):

I believe that my interest in sealing the records outweighs any interest of the government in
maintaining the records and that I meet all other criteria for expungement. Further, there are no
criminal proceedings currently pending against me.
My current information is as follows:
Full Name:
Current Address:
Phone Number:
Date of Birth:

Social Security Number:

____________________________
Applicant/Defendant
Copy to: Fairfield County Prosecutor’s Office

