
Budget Hearings #44 - 2026 

Fairfield County Commissioners' Office 

October 20, 2026 

Commissioner Davis called the Budget Hearing Session to order at 11 :00 a.m. with the following 
Commissioners also present: David Levacy and Jeff Fix. Also in attendance were Aundrea 
Cordle, Jeff Porter, Rochelle Menningen, Bennett Niceswanger, Bart Hampson, Staci Knisley, 
Taylor Forquer, and Ash Sark-Ward. Attendees of specific hearings are listed in their respective 
section of the minutes. 

Each hearing has a corresponding Budget Summary and Excel spreadsheet that are included with 
the minutes. 

Budget Hearing, Auditor, 11 :00 a.m. 

Auditor Carri Brown was in attendance for the Auditor Budget Hearing. 

Budget Director Bart Hampson highlighted specific reductions in the Auditor's proposed 2027 
budget. 

Auditor Brown stated there is an overall increase of $126,000 compared to the 2026 budget. 

Commissioner Davis asked if the vehicle being purchased was scheduled for replacement. 

Auditor Brown confirmed and stated that her office monitors an inventory of equipment for 
scheduled repairs and replacements. She continued to share budget highlights as well as the 
possibility of expanding tax services for lodging in surrounding townships. 

Commissioner Fix asked if there were plans to assist townships and villages in the Hocking Hills 
area with their lodging taxes. 

Auditor Brown stated that some have expressed interest in restricting short-term rentals. 

Deputy County Administrator Porter reviewed performance evaluations and merit-based pay 
increases, providing supervisors with reference materials for their evaluations. 

Auditor Brown stated that her office holds regular supervision meetings. 

Commissioner Davis shared the possibility of an audit of employee evaluations across county 
agencies. 

Auditor Brown provided REA Fund highlights and added that increased G IS expenditure relates 

to public safety efforts, including the new 911 system. She gave a projection of the 2027 general 

fund and closed by highlighting goals. 

Budget Hearing, Domestic Relations, 11:15 a.m. 

Judge Laura Smith and Lori Lovas were in attendance for the Domestic Relations Budget Hearing. 

Judge Smith stated that their proposed budget is within the parameters outlined by the 
Commissioners' Office. She highlighted the budget for the Visitation Center and stated they are 
hopeful they will be successful in receiving grant funding from an application they submitted. 

Commissioner Davis stated that the Commission wishes to fill the gaps where grant funding is not 
available, but they have received many such requests from other departments and want to hold 
those discussions in a less hypothetical instance. 
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Executive Session 

On the motion of Steve Davis and the second of Jeff Fix, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
enter executive session to discuss employee compensation at 2:25 p.m. Commissioner Davis 
requested that the following people be in attendance: County Administrator Aundrea Cordle, 
Deputy County Administrator Jeff Porter, Budget Director Bart Hampson, Budget Officer Staci 
Knisley, Financial Analyst Taylor Forquer, Communications and Information Coordinator Bennett 
Niceswanger, Records Center Clerk Ash Sark-Ward, and Commissioners' Clerk Rochelle 
Menningen. 

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 

Voting aye thereon: Steve Davis, Jeff Fix and David Levacy 

On the motion of Steve Davis and the second of Jeff Fix, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
leave executive session at 2:35 p.m. 

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Steve Davis, Jeff Fix and David Levacy 

Adiournment 

With no further business, on the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of David Levacy, the Board of 
Commissioners voted to adjourn at 2:35 p.m. 

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, David Levacy and Steve Davis 

Motion by: Jeff Fix Seconded by: David Levacy 
To approve the October 20, 2026, Budget Hearing minutes by the following vote: 

YEAS: Jeff Fix, David Levacy and Steve Davis 

ABSTENTIONS: None 
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