




















 

Tuesday, February 27, 2024 

                                                     9:00 a.m. 

 

1. Review 

Purpose of Review Meeting: To prepare for formal actions of county business, 

such as Commission resolutions, and to provide a time for county leadership to 

connect about matters of county business. 

 

2. Welcome 

 

3. Listen & Learn, DD Awareness Month 

DD Superintendent David Uhl, PhD 

 

4. RPC Floodplain Regulations Update; 9:30 a.m. 

 Holly Mattei, RPC Interim Director 

 

5. Interview for Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities; 9:45 a.m. 

 Kellie Smith 

 

6. Public Comments 

Purpose of Public Comments: This is a time for voters and taxpayers (members of the public) to 

provide comments. There is a time limit of 3 minutes. While this is a time for comments to be provided, 

it is not a time for questions and answers. The Commission has a full agenda of county business. 

 

7. Legal Update 

 

8. County Administration Update 

a. Week in Review 

b. Highlights of Resolutions 

c. Budget Review 

d. Recognitions/Thank-Yous 

e. Calendar Review/ Invitations Received 

i. United Way Awards Banquet, February 28, 2024, 8:00 a.m., Olivedale Senior 

Citizens Center, 253 Boving Rd., Lancaster 

ii. Indigent Defense Study Task Force, February 29, 2024, 10:00 a.m., Ohio 

Statehouse, 1 Capitol Sq., Columbus  

iii. STARLight Center Grand Opening, February 29, 2024, 1:30 p.m., 336 E. Locust 

St., Lancaster 

iv. FAIRHOPE Hospice 40 Year Celebration, March 21, 2024, 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 

p.m., The Mill Event Center, 431 S. Columbus St., Lancaster 
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v. Child Abuse Prevention Month Breakfast, Wednesday, April 10, 2024,  

from 8-10 a.m. at the Life Church Vineyard, 5550 Lancaster- 

   Newark Rd. NE, Pleasantville 

f. Correspondence 

i. Press Release, Fairfield County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities, February 14, 2024, “Fairfield DD Announces 

$890K Grant to Promote Accessibility”  

ii. Press Release, Office of the County Auditor, February 22, 2024, 

“Fairfield County Awarded Government Finance Officers 

Association (GFOA) Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 

in Financial Reporting” 

Press Release, Office of the County Auditor, February 22, 2024, “Fairfield 

County Auditor Updates Levy Estimator Tool for March 19th Election Levies” 

iii. Memo, Fairfield County Auditor, February 22, 2024, Subjects: Levy Fact Sheets; 

Tax Exemption for “Pre-Residential” Property; CAUV Applications; Family 

Dollar Settlement; and Pi Day/Community Day for Meals on Wheels  

iv. Fact Sheet, Fairfield County Auditor, “Basil Joint Fire District Ballot Issue” 

v. Fact Sheet, Fairfield County Auditor, “Clearcreek Township Road and Bridge 

Improvements Ballot Issue” 

vi. Fairfield County Auditor’s Office: Wins of the Week, February 22, 2024 

vii. Letters from Residents Regarding Industrial Solar Projects 

viii. Letter from a Constituent Asking a Commissioner to Reaffirm Commitments to 

Israel 

ix. Wendel Center of Art Education, February – July 2024 class schedule, from the 

Decorative Arts Center of Ohio 

x. Fairfield County E-News Updates, February 2024 newsletter 

xi. Fairfield County Health Department 2023 Annual Report 

xii. Letter from a resident regarding the Comprehensive Economic Development and 

Land Use Plan 

xiii. Letter from Fairfield County Commissioner Jeff Fix to a resident regarding the 

Comprehensive Economic Development and Land Use Plan 

xiv. Letter from the Ohio EPA, subject: Ohio EPA Grants Temporary Authorization 

xv. Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District, Fairfield Features newsletter, 

February 2024, volume 26, Issue 1 

xvi. Ohio Justice Alliance for Community Correction, Winter 2024 newsletter 

9. Old Business 

 

10. New Business 

a. Updates from Elected Officials in Attendance 

 

11. Regular (Voting) Meeting 
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12. Recess 
 

13. Commission Connection Video, 10:30 a.m. 
 

14. Executive Session, 11:00 a.m. 

 To discuss imminent litigation 
 

15. Adjourn 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY ITEMS
FAIRFIELD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE

FEBRUARY 16, 2024 TO February 25, 2024

Fairfield County Commissioners 

AA.02.16-2024.a An Administrative Approval Approving an Agreement Between MAPSYS 
Inc. and the Fairfield County Board of Commissioners for CRMS Support 
Services  [Commissioners] 

AA.02.20-2024.a An Administrative Approval for the payment(s) of the United Health Care 
(UHC) invoice for the Fairfield County Self-Funded Health Benefits Program – 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners [Commissioners] 

AA.02.22-2024.a An Administrative Approval for the payment of invoices for departments 
that need Board of Commissioners’ approval and have bills presented that are 
not more than $75,000 per invoice.  [Commissioners] 

AA.02.22-2024.b An Administrative Approval to approve the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Ohio 
Airport Improvement Grant Program Matching Grant agreement.  
[Commissioners] 

AA.02.22-2024.c An Administrative Approval for authorizing a purchase agreement 
between the Fairfield County Commissioners and Modern Office Methods 
[Commissioners] 

Fairfield County Economic & Workforce Development 

AA.02.20-2024.b An Administrative Approval authorizing agreement with Lamar 
Companies	 [Economic & Workforce Development] 

AA.02.20-2024.c An administrative authority to approve of the Area 20/21 WIOA 
Monitoring contract between PowerNotes LLC and the Fairfield County Economic and 
Workforce Development Department. [Economic & Workforce Development] 

Fairfield County Family and Children First Council 

AA.02.16-2024.b Administrative Approval authorizing an Evaluation Cost Agreement 
between E.B. Evaluations, INC and Family and Children First Council for a Child and 
Adolescent General Psychological Evaluation [Family and Children First Council] 

Fairfield County Human Resources 

AA.02.23-2024.a An administrative approval to amend the Fairfield County Compensation 
Plan schedule  [Fairfield County Human Resources] 

Fairfield County Utilities Department 

AA.02.16-2024.d An Administrative Approval for the service contract between Evoqua 
Water Technologies and Fairfield County Utilities.  [Utilities] 

AA.02.22-2024.d An Administrative Approval for the NASPO ValuePoint Participating 
Addendum between Verizon Wireless and Fairfield County Utilities. [UTILITIES]  
[Utilities] 

South Central Major Crimes Unit 
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http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17171&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17216&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17222&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17197&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17160&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17178&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17179&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17185&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17236&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17206&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17214&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17204&type=resolution-packet


AA.02.16-2024.c An Administrative Approval to authorize the Fairfield County Administrator 
to sign the South Central Ohio Major Crimes Unit JAG Pre Award Conditions  
[Sheriff - Major Crimes Unit] 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021, Total 2022, Total 2023, & Quarter 1 2024 – American Rescue Plan 
Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 2.23.2024. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$27,824,843.41 has been appropriated, $19,562,342.13 expended, $4,666,943.50 encumbered or 
obligated. 

1 
 

12Project/Category   
As of 2/23/24 

Appropriations 
As of 2/23/24 
Expenditure 

As of 2/23/24 
Obligation 

Public Health       

R15a   Public Health, PPE 
 

199.90 199.90 
 

0.00 

R16a  Public Health, Medical Expenses 
 

206,838.33 206,838.33 
 

0.00 

R16b 
Public Health, COVID Medial 
Costs County Benefits Program 

399,949.66 399,949.66 0.00 

R17a  
Public Health, Vaccination Clinic 
and Related Expenses 

66,362.57 66,362.57 0.00 

R17b  
Public Health, Capital Investments 
and Public Facilities of the County 

 
3,490,552.26 3,402,130.19 88,422.07 

R17c  
Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Air Quality Improvements 

 
 

56,674.00 56,674.00 

 
 

0.00 

R17d 
Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Health Equipment, Mobile 
Morgue  

 
 

49,498.87 49,498.87 

 
 

0.00 

R17e 
Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Sheriff Cruiser to Respond to 
Increased Violence 54,250.98 54,250.98 0.00 

R18a  
Professional Communications on 
Behalf of the Board of Health 

 
 

34,577.94 34,577.94 

 
 

0.00 

R18b 
Public Health, Creation of a 
Community Health Assessment 
(CHA) 

 
 

48,943.10 48,943.10 

 
 

0.00 

R19a  Public Safety Payroll Support 
 

1,600,361.39 1,389,477.29 
 

0.00 

R19b  Public Health Payroll Support 185,406.39 185,406.39 0.00 

R19c 
Other Public Sector Payroll 
Support 

 
290,060.11 216,766.09 

 
0.00 

R110a Mental and Behavioral Health 
 

0.00 0.00 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Public Health   6,483,675.50 6,111,075.31 88,422.07 

Negative Economic 
Impacts   

 

  

 

R210a 
Emergency Assistance for Non-
Profit Organizations, a Subgrant to 
the City of Lancaster 

 
 

0.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

R210b 
Emergency Assistance for Non-
Profits, Subgrant The Lighthouse 

 
 

120,000.00 120,000.00 

 
 

0.00 

R210c Salvation Army 500,000.00 500,000.00 0.00 

R210d Habitat for Humanity 
610,000.00 610,000.00 0.00 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021, Total 2022, Total 2023, & Quarter 1 2024 – American Rescue Plan 
Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 2.23.2024. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$27,824,843.41 has been appropriated, $19,562,342.13 expended, $4,666,943.50 encumbered or 
obligated. 

2 
 

Project/Category   
As of 2/23/24 

Appropriations 
As of 2/23/24 
Expenditure 

As of 2/23/24 
Obligation 

R210e ADAMH/LSS Housing Projects 
3,000,000.00 748,622.88 2,251,377.12 

R211a  
Subgrant for Tourism, Support for 
the Fairfield County Fair 

 
499,996.00 499,996.00 0.00 

R211b  Aid to Tourism, Travel, Hospitality 
 

18,278.01 
18,278.01 

 
0.00 

R29a  
Emergency Assistance Business 
Planning 

 
146,829.87 

146,829.87 

 
0.00 

R213a  
Support for Agriculture and the 
Growing Community 35,000.00 35,000.00 0.00 

R213b  
Technical Assistance for 
Townships & Others 400,000.00 261,854.84 137,500.00 

R213c  
Contracts for Services to Support 
Residents Suffering Effects of the 
Pandemic 

 
 

71,240.00 71,240.00 

 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Negative 
Economic Impacts   5,401,343.88 3,011,821.60 2,388,877.12 

R310a 
Housing Support, Affordable 
Housing Strategic Plan 

 
 

39,554.00 39,554.00 0.00 
Subtotal Services 

Disproportionately 

Impacted Communities 
  39,554.00 39,554.00 0.00 

Premium Pay 
  

 

  

 

R41a 

Premium Pay, Premium Pay for 

Emergency Management Agency 

Workers 

 
 

27,907.72 
27,907.72  

 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Premium Pay 
  27,907.72 27,907.72 0.00 

Infrastructure  
 

 
 

R52a  
Clean Water: Centralized 
Collection and Conveyance, 
Airport 

 
 

598,480.00 444,480.86 

 
 

93,929.68 

R52b 
Clean Water: Centralized 
Collection and Conveyance, 
Walnut Creek Sewer District 

 
 

750,000.00 0.00 

 
 

750,000.00 

R56a  Clean Water, Stormwater 
 

539,895.00 539,895.00 
 

0.00 

R511a  
Drinking Water:  
Transmission/Distribution, Grant 
Hampton 

 
 

894,729.11 800,318.61 

 
 

0.00 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021, Total 2022, Total 2023, & Quarter 1 2024 – American Rescue Plan 
Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 2.23.2024. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$27,824,843.41 has been appropriated, $19,562,342.13 expended, $4,666,943.50 encumbered or 
obligated. 

3 
 

Project/Category   
As of 2/23/24 

Appropriations 
As of 2/23/24 
Expenditure 

As of 2/23/24 
Obligation 

R511b  
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, Airport 

 
 

102,000.00 100,805.00 

 
 

0.00 

R511c  
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Greenfield 

 
 

1,900,000.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

R511d 
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Baltimore 

 
 

613,000.00 0.00 

 
 

613,000.00 

R511e 
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Pleasantville 

 
 

834,000.00 456,309.05 

 
 

377,690.95 

R516a Broadband, “Last Mile” Projects 
 
 

0.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Infrastructure 

 6,232,104.14 2,341,808.52 1,834,620.63 

 
Revenue Loss 
     

R61a SaaS and Technological 
Equipment 370,646.50 369,959.32 687.18 

R61b 

Recorder Document Scanning 337,984.72 337,984.72 0.00 

R61c 

Clerk of Courts Case Management 375,000.00 372,221.42 2,778.58 

R61d 
MARCS Tower Project 520,000.00 481,278.50 38,721.50 

R61e Dispatch Consoles 543,820.85 543,820.85 0.00 

R61f Fairfield Center Purchase 2,708,752.85 2,708,752.85 0.00 

R61g 
Fairfield Center Renovation 3,521,524.42 2,314,337.32 215,708.69 

R61h Community School Attendance 
Program 491,074.99 228,707.35 77,391.23 

R61i 
Workforce Center Expansion 0.00 0.00 0.00 

R61j 
Smart Growth 200,000.00 180,263.50 19,736.50 

R61k United Way and Dolly Parton's 
Imagination Library 25,000.00 25,000.00 0.00 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021, Total 2022, Total 2023, & Quarter 1 2024 – American Rescue Plan 
Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 2.23.2024. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$27,824,843.41 has been appropriated, $19,562,342.13 expended, $4,666,943.50 encumbered or 
obligated. 
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Project/Category   
As of 2/23/24 

Appropriations 
As of 2/23/24 
Expenditure 

As of 2/23/24 
Obligation 

R61l Auditor Historical Records 
Scanning 0.00 0.00 0.00 

R61m 
Engineer’s Radios 80,000.00 80,000.00 0.00 

R61n 
Auditor Printers 4,357.66 4,357.66 0.00 

R61o Auditor Copiers 
11,893.30 11,983.30 0.00 

R61p Bremen ADA Ramps 
26,954.00 26,954.00 0.00 

R517a Beavers Field Utilities 
20,896.18 20,896.18 0.00 

Revenue Loss 
 9,237,995.47 7,706,516.97 355,023.68 

Administration 
 

 

 

 

R71a  Administrative Expenses 
402,262.70 323,658.01 0.00 

Subtotal 
Administration  

402,262.70 323,658.01 0.00 

Grand Total   $27,824,843.41 $19,562,342.13 $4,666,943.50 

     

     
   

 
There are multiple projects under review in addition to the projects already approved.   
 
The county will be using a community visioning process to inform final decisions and prepare 
for the second tranche, as well as prepare for broad community goals, beyond the fiscal 
recovery program. We expect a report for the community strategic plan by the end of 2021. The 
county will be using the theme of Fairfield Forward for strategic planning.   There are two main uses 
that stand out for Fairfield County’s fiscal recovery: 

1. Responding to the public health emergency with respect to the COVID19 or its negative economic 
impacts, including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted 
industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality. 

2.  Making necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 
 
As we think about the first purpose, we are required to: 
 

• Identify a need or negative impact of the public health emergency, 
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STARLight
LIGHTING THE JOURNEY
to Stabilization, Treatment And Recovery

JOIN US
FOR AN

OPEN HOUSE at the STARLight CENTER
 

Thursday, February 29

Come celebrate as we leap into the future of mental health and substance use care for our community. 

336 E. Locust Street, Lancaster
1:30 p.m. - Ribbon-cutting

4:30-6 p.m. - Community Open House

Enjoy refreshments, community, tours and an extra day of the month. 

The STARLight Center, the first of its kind in Fairfield County, will provide a safe and welcoming environment with  
24-7, fully staffed medical professionals. It will be able to treat eight adults struggling with mental health issues and  
12 battling substance use who need immediate help. The STARLight Center fulfills a levy promise to the community. 
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Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

 
 David A. Uhl, Superintendent 
 
 Board Members 
 Sharon Scruggs, President  
 Bob Competti, Vice President  
                                                                                                                                                                                   Matt Wideman, Secretary 
 Pamela Barkley 
 Jessica Roth 
 Derek Upp                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                         

                                 Administrative Offices                Pickerington Office                             Services & Supports                Forest Rose School                     
                                                    795 College Avenue                  7140 Reynoldsburg-Baltimore Rd.     717 College Avenue                739 College Avenue                    
                                                    Lancaster, Ohio 43130              Pickerington, Ohio 43147                   Lancaster, Ohio 43130            Lancaster, Ohio 43130                
                                                    (740) 652-7220                          (740) 652-7235                                   (740) 652-7230                       (740) 652-7225                            
                                                    (740) 687-7250 (fax)                  (614) 835-2700                                   (740) 756-7857 (fax)               (740) 681-5731 (fax)                   
                                                    (800) 750-0750 TTY                  (614) 835-2702 (fax)  
 
 

 

Contact Informa�on:  
Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabili�es 
Anne Mikan 
740-652-7220 
communica�ons@fairfielddd.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Fairfield DD Announces $890K Grant to Promote Accessibility 

LANCASTER, OHIO, February 14 --- Dr. David Uhl, Superintendent of the Fairfield County Board of 
Developmental Disabili�es (Fairfield DD), is pleased to announce the agency has been awarded a grant 
of $890,000.  “We are excited for the opportunity to invest these funds in Fairfield County as we work 
to bring about a more vibrant community.  This funding will enable us to expand opportuni�es without 
pu�ng a strain on our local taxpayers” said Dr. Uhl.  

The funds will impact Fairfield County in the areas of supported connec�ons, accessible communi�es, 
universally accessible changing tables, and unserved/underserved communi�es.  “We will be making 
announcements in the coming weeks about how these funds will be invested and what organiza�ons 
we are partnering with to make the greatest impact possible for our community,” said Dr. Uhl.   

“These investments are truly going to make a difference for people with developmental disabili�es and 
their families by giving them more access to the communi�es where they live,” said Governor Mike 
DeWine. “People with developmental disabili�es deserve opportuni�es, a reliable workforce, and an 
accessible state to live, learn, work, and succeed in.”  

As part of the 14.9 million ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funding, the money will be dispersed 
across 67 coun�es throughout the state to beter serve Ohio residents and their families who have a 
developmental disability.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, February 22, 2024 

Fairfield County Awarded Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 

Lancaster, Ohio - Fairfield County Auditor, Dr. Carri L. Brown, learned today that the Government 
Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has awarded Fairfield County 
with the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  This award is based on the 
production of the annual comprehensive financial report for the year ended December 31, 2022.  The 
report has been judged by an independent panel to meet high standards for financial reporting.   
 
The annual comprehensive financial report is found here: https://www.co.fairfield.oh.us/auditor/fc-
financial-reports-ACFR-PAFR.html  
 
Brown stated, “The GFOA Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of 
governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment. Thank you to the County Auditor’s team, the State Auditor, elected officials and 
department heads of Fairfield County, and to GFOA, all of whom have worked hard to produce the 
report, provide data, develop guidance, or interpret standards.” 
 
A copy of the GFOA press release, the Award for Financial Reporting, and the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  
 
If anyone has any questions about this report or financial reporting for Fairfield County, please contact 
Auditor Carri Brown at carri.brown@fairfieldcountyohio.gov.   

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, February 22, 2024 

Fairfield County Auditor Updates Levy Estimator Tool for March 19th Election Levies 

Lancaster, Ohio – The Fairfield County Auditor’s Office is pleased to announce the availability of an 
updated tax levy estimator tool on the Auditor’s Real Estate website.  A tutorial on how to use the 
updated online tool is attached.  

County Auditor Carri Brown stated, “If a property owner would like to estimate the amount of tax 
associated with new millage that is on the ballot for approval, this tool can be helpful in that property 
owner’s evaluation of the issue.” 

For the Tuesday, March 19, 2024, primary election, Fairfield County residents in Walnut Township, the 
Basil Joint Fire District (Liberty Township and the Village of Baltimore), Clearcreek Township, and 
Violet Township will see proposed levy issues on their ballots. General fact sheets about the issues are 
on the County Auditor’s website in addition to the levy estimator tool. 

Estimates calculated with the online tool are based on known information. 

For more information or questions regarding the levy estimator tool, please contact the County Auditor’s 
Office at (740) 652-7020 or (740) 652-7030. 

### 
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Accessing and Using the Levy Estimator 
1. The Levy Estimator can be accessed on the Fairfield County Real Estate website located at https://realestate.co.fairfield.oh.us. The Levy Estimator is available

beginning 12 days after the Board of Elections certifies ballot items through the elections the levy will be included in. Levies are updated as they are certified
by the Board of Elections.

2. Start by searching for a parcel in the top right hand corner or by clicking Real Estate Search on the top menu bar. You can search by parcel number, owner

name, or address.
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Accessing and Using the Levy Estimator 

3. Once you are on the parcel information page, there is a menu of options in the middle of the screen. You may choose Levies to access the Levy Estimator.

4. Once you are on the levies screen, the taxing authority, levy purpose, mills, and other information will be displayed. Finally, on the far right, the total increase

or decrease will be displayed for the active parcel.

5. If no levy is on the ballot that applies to the parcel, a message will be displayed stating no levies apply to this parcel at this time.
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 
From:            Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 
Date:         February 22, 2024 
Subjects:      Levy Fact Sheets; Tax Exemption for “Pre-Residential” Property; CAUV Applications; 

Family Dollar Settlement; and Pi Day/Community Day for Meals on Wheels 
 
Levy Fact Sheets 
Four fact sheets have been prepared about ballot issues.  The fact sheets include answers to the 
standard questions that are posed by the media and the public.  They are for proposed issues for 
Violet Township, Clearcreek Township, the Basil Joint Fire District, and Walnut Township.  All fact 
sheets will be posted on the County Auditor’s webpages, and all were provided to the entities prior to 
publication. 
 
Tax Exemption for “Pre-Residential” Property 
Updates to the Ohio Revised Code Sec. 5709.56 were included in the state budget bill (HB33) last 
year. The new tax exemption was proposed by the Ohio Home Builders’ Association and sponsored by 
Rep. Jim Hoops and Senator George Lang.  The new law exempts from property tax the value of 
unimproved land subdivided for residential development in excess of the fair market value of the 
property from which that land was subdivided, apportioned according to the relative value of each 
subdivided parcel. The exemption is authorized for up to eight years, or until construction begins or 
the land is sold.  The exemption does not apply to land included in a tax increment financing, or TIF, 
project.  The law ensures development property no longer used as farmland is ineligible for the 
Current Agricultural Use Valuation program.  
 
CAUV Applications 
CAUV applications are due March 4.  A second notice will be mailed on March 11. 
 
Family Dollar Settlement 
Similar to the settlement of Dollar General, the state’s settlement with Family Dollar will result in 
donations in Fairfield County to the Community Action and Lutheran Social Services food pantries. 
 
3.14 Pi Day/Community Day for Meals on Wheels 
We are celebrating Pi Day by supporting Meals on Wheels with their fundraiser, selling pies. Rachel 
Elsea is also volunteering for the MOW Community Day. 
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Basil Joint Fire District Ballot Issue 
(Liberty Township & Village of Baltimore) 

 
• The Basil Joint Fire District is placing a 4.5 mill additional levy on the ballot March 

19, 2024.  This additional levy is for fire protection and is continuing.  Collections for the 
additional levy, if passed, will begin in 2025. 
 

• Basil Joint Fire District has current fire protection millage passed at 12 mills:  This is continuing.  
Reduction factors are applied to this millage.  In other words, a difference exists between the rate 
authorized by the voters and the actual mills charged.  This “effective millage rate” reflects how 
original voted mills are decreased to account for increasing prices in the real estate market.  
While passed at 12 mills, current millage is collected at approximately 7 mills. The current millage 
provides an estimated $2,535,000 annually.  For a property owner with a home valued at 
$100,000, the annual tax currently is $221.  For a property owner with a home valued at 
$300,000, the annual tax currently is $663. 
 

• For a property owner with a home valued at $100,000, the annual tax for the 
additional levy proposed on the ballot March 19th, 2024, would be $158.  For a 
property owner with a home valued at $300,000, the annual tax for the additional levy 
would be $474. 
 

• If voters pass the proposed additional levy, an estimated additional $1,554,033 will 
be collected annually.   

 

Do you have questions about plans for proceeds of the additional levy for fire protection? 

Please reach out to Basil Joint Fire District: 

Basil Joint Fire District 
410 Washington Street 
Baltimore, Ohio 43105 

Office Phone: (740) 862-8596 
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Clearcreek Township Road and Bridge Improvements Ballot Issue 
 

• Clearcreek Township is placing a 0.5 mill replacement levy on the ballot March 19, 
2024. This replacement levy for road and bridge (snow) improvements is for a period of 
5 years. Collections for the replacement levy, if passed, will begin in 2025. 
 

• A road improvement (snow) levy will have its last collections in 2024 if it is not 
replaced.  The effective rate for that levy is now .185169, although it was passed at .5 
mills.  Reduction factors have been applied based on increasing market values or 
property.  This levy has an estimated tax of about $6 annually for a home valued at 
$100,000.  For this levy, the township anticipates collecting $18,667 in 2024. 

 

• For a property owner with a home valued at $100,000, the annual estimated tax for 
the replacement levy would be about $18.   
 

• If voters pass the proposed replacement, an estimated $56,000 will be collected 
annually.  
 

• Each of these estimates is based on current assessed valuations of real estate. 
 

Do you have questions about plans for proceeds of the replacement levy for 
road and bridge (snow) improvements? 

Please reach out to Clearcreek Township: 

Clearcreek Township 
11060 Main Street SW 
Stoutsville, Ohio 43154 

Office Phone: (740) 474-4300 
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February 22, 2024 

Our brains are wired to respond to rewards. Celebrating the completion of small accomplishments 
leads to the completion of larger goals. And there is evidence in research to support this…
According to research by Teresa Amabile from Harvard Business School, tracking small 
achievements enhances motivation for larger goals… 

 This week, we received great news about being honored with the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and Canada Award of Financial Reporting 
Achievement.  The Certificate of Achievement in Excellence of Financial Reporting for the 
year ended December 31, 2022, will be included in the Annual Comprehensive Financial 
Report for the year ended December 31, 2023.   

Thank you to the County Auditor’s team, particularly Angel Horn, the State Auditor, 
particularly Nancy Brunton, all leadership of Fairfield County departments and component 
units, and the GFOA for their hard work in preparing or evaluating financial reports and 
standards. 

Please see the attached certificates. 

 Collectively, we are planning are short presentation for the Housing Coalition, based on their request.  
We have thought about ways to make the presentation interesting for this audience.  We also received 
a request to conduct a presentation for the County Landlord Association. 

 Thanks to the whole team for parking on the street to save parking space for jurors on Tuesday, 
February 19th!  We know the courts were very appreciative. 

 Thanks to Bev Hoskinson and Jen Dickerson for bringing full functionality to the Enterprise 
Resource Planning Disaster Recovery plan. 

 
 Thanks to Nick Dilley and the GIS team for creating a map to help Violet Township.  They did 

this very quickly – with same day service! The resulting article in the media was improved with 
the inclusion of a map. 

 
 A Board of Revision meeting was held on February 21.  During this meeting, it was reported 

that as of today, all but one case is with resolution in sight - prior to a formal hearing.  The 
deadline for complaints is April 1 this year. We have been conducting outreach so that citizens 
know of their options to file complaints.  We expect about 20 more from schools, and we will 
see how many more we have this year!  What a manageable outcome! 

 Good job to the GIS team for resolving testing for the E911 system! 
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February 22, 2024 

 Thanks to the team for  installing workstation updates.  Many positive comments have been received 
from staff. 

 
 Carri treated new employees to lunch on Wednesday. It was so nice to have the time to connect. 

They also had some great ideas for Payroll to show appreciation. Thanks for sharing those ideas! 
 

 On Thursday, we held a meeting with City of Lancaster officials regarding a potential change to a 
TIF agreement.  We are learning more about TIF agreements and how they work. 

 Also on Thursday, Carri attended a financial planning meeting with the City of Lancaster Schools. 

 The Payroll team continues to provide information to Athens County as they continue to train new 
staff. 

 The Financial Systems team is on track with internal deadlines for the Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report, and the REA team is on track with the sexennial update plans. 

 With Weights and Measures, we are working on a way to prepare outreach materials about 
skimmers at gas station pumps.  We are also celebrating national Weights and Measures Week.  
Thanks to Patrick Brighton and Carter Corcoran for their hard work. 

 Kit Burley received a nice thank you note from Logan-Hocking Middle School officials for her good 
customer service and follow-up! 

 Thanks to Josh Harper for resolving a customer service issue and helping his team. 

 Thanks to Meagen Bowland for volunteering to serve as a point of contact with the State 
Treasurer for a new technology to transfer Housing Trust fees to the state. This is a voluntary 
process for central Ohio counties.  The pilot will help other counties use the new technology. 

 Thanks to the Payroll Department for their thoughtful approach to a SWOT analysis. 

Throughout the state, we are thanking all of our current CGFMs who serve government by 
demonstration competency in governmental accounting, auditing, financial reporting, internal 
controls, and budgeting at the state and local levels. 

If anyone is interested in becoming a Certified Government Financial Manager, please see Carri.  

Did you know March is CGFM Month? 
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From: Laura Cooper <Laura.Cooper.688649126@sendgrassroots.com>  
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 1:00 AM 
To: Cordle, Aundrea N <aundrea.cordle@fairfieldcountyohio.gov> 
Subject: [E] Reaffirm your commitment to America’s closest ally, Israel. 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
 

Dear Commissioner David Levacy , 
 
Israel is once again under attack.  
 
On October 7th, Hamas, the Iran-backed terror group controlling Gaza, launched an unprecedented 
surprise attack on Israel.  
 
Since the attack began, reports have confirmed at least 1,200 Israelis have been murdered, including 40 
babies. 240 people were kidnapped, with over 120 still being held in captivity. 5,400 people have been 
wounded, with hundreds in critical condition, and more than 10,000 rockets have been fired against 
Israeli towns and civilians.  
 
As your constituent, I am asking you to reaffirm your commitment to the U.S.-Israel relationship, Israel's 
right to defend itself, denounce Hamas terror, and to help us bring home all the hostages held by Hamas 
in Gaza.  
 
The United States and Israel share an unbreakable bond based on shared values. A secure and thriving 
Israel is paramount to America’s national security. From cooperation on technological and medical 
advancements, to security collaboration, a thriving, multidimensional U.S.-Israel partnership benefits 
Americans from all walks of life.  
 
Israel is under constant threat, both from terrorists such as Iran’s proxies Hamas and Hezbollah, and 
from those who undermine Israel’s right to exist. The attacks of October 7 destroyed any assumptions 
that Hamas’ had a pragmatic interest in governing Gaza – its sole goal is the elimination of Israel and the 
Jewish people. As such, calling for a ceasefire gives Hamas credit and authority it no longer deserves. 
Calls for a ceasefire are not reasonable or realistic, nor is it the only way to guarantee that Palestinian 
civilians will be protected. Existing efforts to allow for food, water, medicine, and other essential 
assistance to flow into Gaza and to the people who need them must be bolstered.  
 
This latest string of violent attacks highlights the precarious situation Israel faces and the need for 
America to stand with Israel against the many challenges she faces. The vital relationship between the 
U.S. and Israel must be celebrated and closely safeguarded, both in times of peace and crisis. Your 
support for the Jewish state is of paramount importance to millions of Americans across this country.  
 
Thank you for supporting a safe and secure Israel. 
 
Sincerely,  
Laura Cooper 
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County Spotlight

COMMISSION CONNECTION - COMMISSIONER FIX VISITS BERNE UNIONCOMMISSION CONNECTION - COMMISSIONER FIX VISITS BERNE UNION

Commissioner Jeff Fix had the opportunity to meet with Superintendent Jon Parker to discuss
the new Berne Union School and County Land Use Plan. You can watch the video through the
link below.

FAIRFIELD COUNTY JOB AND FAMILYFAIRFIELD COUNTY JOB AND FAMILY
SERVICES - PROTECTIVE SERVICESSERVICES - PROTECTIVE SERVICES
SELECTED AS ONE OF EIGHTSELECTED AS ONE OF EIGHT
COUNTY AGENCIES TO IMPLEMENTCOUNTY AGENCIES TO IMPLEMENT
PRACTICE IN ACTION TOGETHERPRACTICE IN ACTION TOGETHER

Fairfield County Job and Family Services -
Protective Services was selected as one of eight
county agencies to implement Practice in Action
Together (PACT). PACT is a new shared practice
model that's been identified as a key component
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for modernizing Ohio's children services agencies. Read a quote from Sarah Fortner, Deputy
Director of Protective Services at JFS - Protective Services below, and read the full news
release herehere.

“The purpose of PACT is to elevate healing and build relationships. Moving forward with this
practice will strengthen our collaborative decision making with families and our shared hope
for success,” said Sarah Fortner, Deputy Director of Protective Services at Fairfield County
Job and Family Services – Protective Services. “Our overall goal is to provide the best
services, support, and outcomes for the families and children we serve. My hope is that
implementing this behavior-driven approach to practice will ultimately lead to equity for our
families, workers and community.”

SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS - ONLINE SAFETYSAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS - ONLINE SAFETY

In alignment with our monthly theme, Safety and Preparedness, we want to take a moment to
highlight the importance of online safety with the below video. Online safety is an important
issue for parents, teens and anyone who uses mobile apps or the internet. Awareness in the
online environment is key. The video below, presented by the Fairfield County Sheriff's office,
Fairfield County Prosecutor's office and the Fairfield County Juvenile Court, helps identify red
flags and what to avoid to stay safe online.

We encourage you to watch below and discuss with your children.

HEALTHY AGING PROGRAMSHEALTHY AGING PROGRAMS

The Fairfield County Board of Commissioners
recently awarded funding to seven
organizations within Fairfield County to support
older adults. 

Healthy Aging Grants were distributed to
counties to bolster critical aging supports for
things such as food and housing assistance, as
well as internet access and digital literacy. A
total of 85 counties within Ohio received
Healthy Aging Grant funds, with each county
receiving a base amount of $100,000 and additional funds attributed to the number of county
residents ages 60 and older. Fairfield County was awarded a total of $359,409.
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The Ohio Department of Aging provided these grants to each recipient to address social
determinants of health and to foster improved quality of life for older Ohioans in Fairfield
County. The funds will support people so that they may remain in their homes and be
connected to their communities, preserve their personal assets and promote a healthy,
independent, active lifestyle. Healthy Aging Grants provide expansion of evidence-
informed/evidence-based programs and services in alignment with Ohio’s 2023-2026 State
Plan on Aging. 

Moreover, these funds will be leveraged to aid households and the communities’ recovery
from the most recent COVID-19 pandemic and public health emergency, including supporting
older Ohioans disproportionately impacted, many of whom continue to struggle with health and
economic consequences. Healthy Aging Grants resolve to address the longstanding health
and economic disparities, which amplified the impact of the pandemic in many Ohio counties.

The Fairfield County Board of Commissioners approved funds for all seven agencies seeking
funding to fund projects that support food insecurity, housing issues, digital literacy training
and internet access, home repairs, case management services and more. Fairfield County Job
and Family Services is assisting with completing the grant reporting and monitoring
requirements. 

The Senior Hub, Salvation Army, New Horizons Mental Health, United Church Homes, United
Way, Center for Independence, and the Fairfield County Health Department all received grants
to support older adults within the community in various ways.

LANCASTER-FAIRFIELD COUNTYLANCASTER-FAIRFIELD COUNTY
COMMUNITY SURVEYCOMMUNITY SURVEY

Calling all individuals, employers and families in
Lancaster and Fairfield County! OCALI, a disability
service dedicated to inspiring change, promoting access and linking research to real life for
people with disabilities, has been working closely with Destination Downtown Lancaster. Their
goal is to foster discussions around accessibility and belonging for all in our community, with a
specific lens on people with disabilities and neurodivergence. They are seeking feedback from
the community via the survey below. Please share with others so that robust feedback can be
received as we strive to make Fairfield County an even more supportive community for all
individuals and families. We thank you for your time and feedback!

Take the Survey

Community Corner
 

THE SENIOR HUB - PI DAYTHE SENIOR HUB - PI DAY

Looking to support The Senior Hub? Their annual
Pi Day fundraiser takes place on March 14. You
can order delicious pies for pick up or delivery
using this form, or become a Pi Day sponsor and
have your company logo added to the pie box!

Learn more on their website here.
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ON WITH AUNIE: TIM HUBBELL, OUTREACH SPECIALIST AT LUTHERANON WITH AUNIE: TIM HUBBELL, OUTREACH SPECIALIST AT LUTHERAN
SOCIAL SERVICES FAITH MISSION OF FAIRFIELD COUNTYSOCIAL SERVICES FAITH MISSION OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY

Check out the latest episode of On with Aunie. Episode 7 features Tim Hubbell, Outreach
Specialist at Lutheran Social Services (LSS) Faith Mission of Fairfield County. Gain insights
into community outreach and the incredible work that LSS Faith Mission of Fairfield County is
doing in our community! Don't miss it, watch now below.

Fairfield Forward

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATECOMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

The Fairfield County Board of Commissioners
will consider the Fairfield County
Comprehensive Plan should it be approved and
recommended to the Commissioners during an
upcoming public meeting of the Regional
Planning Commission. The meeting is scheduled
for March 5, 2024, at 6 p.m. at the Fairfield
County Workforce Center located at 4465
Coonpath Road NW, Carroll.

If approved, the Comprehensive Plan will be recommended to the Fairfield County
Commissioners to consider in a public meeting on March 19, 2024, at 9 a.m. at the Fairfield
County Courthouse, 3rd Floor, Commissioners’ Hearing Room.

After nearly a year of conducting planning sessions and soliciting public input and feedback,
Fairfield County Commissioners paused their adoption of the Comprehensive Plan after a
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September 2023 public hearing to allow more time and discussion prior to finalizing it.

Read the updated plan here.

ROAD CLOSURES AND UPCOMING PROJECTSROAD CLOSURES AND UPCOMING PROJECTS

Stay up-to-date on the latest road closures and upcoming projects on
the Engineer's page using the link below.

Engineer PageEngineer Page

SOAR AWARDSOAR AWARD

Lancaster-Fairfield Public Transit (LFPT) was
awarded with the Safe Operations
Award/Recognition (SOAR) by the Ohio Transit Risk
Pool! LFPT was recognized for their unwavering
commitment to providing a low cost of risk to those
who use public transit. Keep up the great work!

OHIO LOVES TRANSIT WEEKOHIO LOVES TRANSIT WEEK

February 11-17 was Ohio Loves Transit Week. During
this week, we highlight the positive impact public
transportation has on the daily lives of the riders.
Representatives from Fairfield County, the City of
Lancaster, Fairfield County 211, and State Rep Jeff
LaRe all had the opportunity to catch a ride on one of
the many buses operated by Lancaster-Fairfield Public
Transit.

Job Openings

Check out the current job openings in Fairfield County!

Social Service Worker 2 - Screener | Job Details tab | Career Pages (governmentjobs.com)

Corrections Officer | Job Details tab | Career Pages (governmentjobs.com)

Utilities Field Maintenance Supervisor | Job Details tab |  Career Pages (governmentjobs.com)

Multi-System Youth Program Manager | Job Details tab | Career Pages (governmentjobs.com)
 
Social Service Worker 2 - Protective Services | Job Details tab | Career Pages
(governmentjobs.com)
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Important Dates & Events
 

Mark your calendars for these important dates in the county!

Office ClosuresOffice Closures
March 29March 29 - Half Day, County Offices Close at Noon

Your County Commissioners
 

Steve DavisSteve Davis David L. LevacyDavid L. Levacy Jeff FixJeff Fix
 

    

Fairfield County Commissioners | 210 E. Main Street, Lancaster, OH 43130

Unsubscribe bennett.niceswanger@fairfieldcountyohio.gov

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent bybennett.niceswanger@fairfieldcountyohio.govpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!
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Highlights from the past year include:
Our WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) program moved into new space at our
offices at Sheridan Drive, Lancaster. WIC also saw their Farmers Market voucher
program reach new heights, providing families with access to fresh, local foods. 
FCHD received a Project Dawn, Overdose Death Prevention Program, grant from
the Ohio Department of Health. Our health educators provided information on
overdose prevention and treatment programs and distributed over 1,500
naloxone kits to members of the public, businesses, and first responders. 
The 2023 Fairfield County Community Health Assessment and Community Health
Improvement plans were finalized. These documents help us identify the health
challenges in our communities and prioritize strategies to address those
challenges. 
FCHD hosted a scrap tire collection event in Amanda, where used tires were
collected for proper disposal or recycling.
FCHD continued our commitment to building healthy communities by expanding
our Health Promotion programs that prevent disease and injury and promote
healthy lifestyles.

I visited almost every township and village during 2023, and I look forward to
continuing to work with local elected officials and residents across the county to
support their efforts to make Fairfield County a place where residents live in healthy
and safe communities and where they are empowered to make informed decisions
that allow them to achieve their optimal health potential.

Joe Ebel, Health Commissioner

Joe   Ebel

From the Commissioner:
Dr. Mark Aebi, who served as Health District
Medical Director for the past 29 years, retired on
December 31, 2023. He also served as the
Fairfield County Health Commissioner from
2011-2021. Dr. Aebi helped the department
manage the H1N1 pandemic in 2009-10 and the
COVID-19 pandemic which arrived in 2020. We
wish Dr. Aebi all the best in his well-deserved
retirement. 
Steven Kapetansky, MD, assumed the role as
FCHD Medical Director on January 1, 2024. 
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Board of Health

R. Joseph Ebel, MS, MBA, REHS
Health Commissioner

Jamie Ehorn, BBA
Director of Administrative  

Services

Mary Smith, LSW, DTR, CLC
Director of WIC

Rachel Moresea, REHS  
Director of Environmental  

Health

Gale Neville, RN, MSN  
Director of Nursing

Health Department Leadership

Baylie Blevins, BS
Director of Health Promotion

Tina Childers Teresa Wood, PhD, RNSteven Kapetansky, MD, MPH Brian Oliver Michele Morrone,PhD, REHS
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2023 Financial Report
Jamie Ehorn, BBA | Director of
Administrative Services

Funding Sources 2023
Grants $ 1,532,910

Charges For Services $ 565,992

Fees, Licenses, and Permits $ 1,234,428

Townships and Villages $ 667,621

State Subsidy $ 82,414

Miscellaneous/Refunds $ 10,912

Total $ 4,094,278

Expenditures 2023

Personnel $ 2,548,581

Operations $ 734,482

Travel and Training $ 36,191

Other $ 311,926

Total $ 3,631,179

Administrative Services Team:
Jamie Ehorn, BBA | Director
Kelly Brown | Account Specialist
Teresa Goddard | Clerical Specialist 

Roxanne Harmon | Account Specialist  
Kelly Donley | Account Specialist
Pauletta Krieger | Vital Statistics Registrar
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2023 Vital Statistics
Births for Fairfield 
County Residents 2022 2023

Total Births 1740 1717
Mother's age under 18 10 (0.6%) 12 (0.07%)
Mother's age 18 to 19 60 (3.5%) 52 (3.03%)

Deaths of Fairfield County
Residents 2022 2023

Total Deaths 1692 1554
Deaths by Accident 113 115

Deaths by Alzheimer’s Disease 60 48
Deaths by Cancer 327 319

Deaths by Chronic Lower
Respiratory Disease 104 72

Deaths by COVID-19 115 23
Deaths by Diabetes 51 51

Deaths by Heart Disease 297 304
Deaths by Homicide 5 2

Deaths by Stroke 75 83
Deaths by Suicide 22 27
All Other Causes 450 510

Top Baby Names 2023

Boys Oliver (15); Hudson (12); Owen (10); Henry
(9); Theodore (8)

Girls Amelia (14); Sophia (9); Harper and Charlotte
(8); Ava, Hazel and Olivia (7)

Vital Statistics Report
Pauletta Krieger | Vital Statistics Registrar
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PHN: Public Health Nursing
Gale Neville | Director of Nursing 

Public Health Nursing Outreach
Fairfield County Health Department (FCHD) nursing staff
provide a variety of educational presentations for the
public. Onsite clinics offer individuals, families, and local
businesses the opportunity to receive vaccinations,
information, and services which promote health and
wellness.

CMH: Children with Medical Handicaps  
This program is a health care program through the Ohio
Department of Health which links families of children
with special health care needs to a network of quality
providers, assists with costs associated with the medical
condition identified, and has access to a Public Health
Nurse to assist them through the process.
  
FCHD assisted 280 families throughout Fairfield County
with CMH services in 2023.

Help Me Grow (HMG)
In partnership with the Lancaster-Fairfield Community
Action, FCHD conducts regular home visits to families
with children birth to three-years- old who may be
experiencing special health care needs. Speech,
occupational, and physical therapy evaluations are
conducted. Early intervention processes are used to
support entry into pre-school.

Tuberculosis Unit
FCHD is the appointed TB Unit for Fairfield County. This
program provides TB skin testing which screens for TB.
Screenings are required for many reasons such as school
programs, employment, and medications. FCHD can obtain
orders for testing and make referrals to physicians for
immigrants moving to Fairfield County. FCHD provides
case management for people who have active TB, ensures
medication compliance, monitors for side effects of
medications, do investigations, and screenings of close
contacts to prevent the spread of disease.

Get Vaccinated Ohio Grant
FCHD has been part of the “Get Vaccinated Ohio” grant
from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH)for many
years.
This grant focuses on improving immunization rates in
Fairfield County while removing barriers that could
prevent children from getting vaccinated. FCHD
administered 2,244 vaccines in 2023.

Infections Disease Investigation and
Control Program
Health departments are required to monitor and
investigate reportable diseases. In Ohio
reportable diseases are usually reported by,
laboratories, physicians or their offices, hospitals
daycares, and schools, however anyone aware of a
reportable disease can make a report.

The Infectious Disease Program is also responsible for
COVID-19 data and surveillance. In addition, guidance to
the community, long-term care facilities, schools, and
daycares is provided.

STI (Formerly STD) Clinics
FCHD has partnered with Family Health Services   of
East Central Ohio to provide a free, walk-in STI clinic. The
clinic takes place every Second and Fourth Mondays of
each month at our office located at 1550 Sheridan Dr.
Suite 100 Lancaster, Ohio 43130. This clinic is open to
anyone in need of or wanting testing.

Child Fatality Review Board
In 2000 the Ohio General Assembly created the Child
Fatality Review Board (CFR). The board is chaired by the
Health Commissioner and comprised of representatives
from various community agencies. The mission of the
board is to reduce the incidence rate of preventable
childhood deaths. The CFR Board meets to review and
assess all county-wide childhood (birth - 17) deaths and
create a report annually for the National Childhood Death
Registry and the Ohio Department of Health.

Public Health Nursing Team:
Gale Neville, RN, MSN | Director
Kimberly Yeager, RN, BSN | Infectious Disease Coordinator 
Judy Tata-Scali, RN, BSN | Maternal-Child Health Coordinator
Aerial Duchon, RN, BSN | Immunization Coordinator02/27/2024 056



Environmental Health Team:
Rachel Moresea, REHS | Director
Jennifer Valentine, REHS | EHS Supervisor
Shelia Wolfe, REHS | EHS Supervisor
Breanna Boudinot | Environmental Health Specialist in Training
Claire Donley | Environmental Health Specialist in Training
Nick McConnaughey | Environmental Health Specialist in Training
Kelsey Nein | Environmental Health Specialist in Training
Dennis Oliver | Plumbing Inspector
Katie Wasky | Environmental Health Specialist 
McCray Wooten | Environmental Health Specialist in Training
Cindy Sharpe | Clerical Specialist
Marissa Daugherty | Clerical Specialist

 EH: Environmental Health
Rachel Moresea, REHS| Director of Environmental Health

Rabies Control
All reported animal bites are investigated by FCHD
to determine if the animal has or is exhibiting signs of
the rabies virus. FCHD encourages all pets be
vaccinated and ensures all  animals are quarantined
and further action is taken  when necessary.

Mosquito Control
Annually, FHCD environmental health specialists  
spray for, collect, identify and test mosquitoes at  
various sites throughout the county. All mosquitoes
are tested for various diseases including West Nile
Virus. FCHD collected 1,025 mosquitos during the
2023 season and sprayed 386 miles. 

Recreational Safety
FCHD inspects and issues permits to all county
campgrounds, residential camps, public pools and
spas in an effort to protect the public from injury,
the potential for disease transmission, and provide
a safe and healthy recreational environment.

Water Pollution Control Loan Fund
FCHD receives funds from the Ohio EPA through  
the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF)
to help low to moderate-income families repair or
replace failing septic systems.
FCHD helped 6 families with complete system  
replacements in 2023.

Solid Waste 
FCHD is charged with regulating and facilitating
the  collection, storage, and final disposal of all
solid waste in Fairfield County through the Ohio
EPA Solid Waste Program.

Body Art Safety 
Body art facilities are monitored and licensed to  
ensure safe and sanitary conditions. Body art  
establishments include businesses that offer
tattoos, piercings, permanent makeup/cosmetics,
and microblading.

Household and Small Flow Sewage
Treatment Systems
FCHD investigate all sewage nuisance complaints  
as well as inspects and issues permits for all new  
residential and commercial small flow septic  
systems and existing systems that require
alteration or repair to ensure proper design and  
installation.

Private Water Systems
To ensure safe drinking water, FCHD samples,  
inspects, and issues permits for homes served by  
a private water system including wells, cisterns,
hauled water storage tanks, springs, and/or
ponds.Plumbing 

FCHD inspects and permits for all new homes
and commercial buildings, existing home
additions, and existing commercial building
remodels.

School-Based Program
FCHD performs annual school facility  inspections
to help county school districts improve the
environmental  health of their buildings.Lot Splits

The Fairfield County Health Department will
perform on-site evaluations of existing deeded
lots to determine whether the lot can be
developed for commercial or residential use.
There were 48 lot split s completed in Fairfield
County in 2023.

MS4 Program
As part of the U.S. EPA’s effort to preserve,
protect, and improve the nation’s water resources
from polluted storm water runoff, FCHD conducts
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)
inspections on discharging aeration systems in
Violet Township, Liberty Township (sections 6
and 30R), and the Village of Lithopolis.

Food Safety 
FCHD provides education as well as inspections
of all food service and retail food establishments
including: restaurants, grocery stores, mobile food
services, food vending machines, and temporary
food establishments.

In 2023, a Gold Medal Food Program
was started to recognize outstanding
food facility operators in Fairfield 
County for creating and maintaining
safe environments for people to eat 
with their friends and families. 
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Political
Subdivision

Camp
grounds

Public 
Pools

Mobile
Home
Parks

Animal
Bites

Food
Inspections

Sewage 
Permits

Well  
Permits

Nuisance  
Complaints

Complaints
Abated Total

Amanda 0 0 0 8 8 7 7 0 0 30

Berne 2 5 5 10 25 10 15 3 3 78

Bloom 1 4 0 17 7 35 30 1 1 96

Clearcreek 0 0 2 10 6 13 9 0 0 40

Greenfield 0 3 1 8 34 26 22 1 0 95

Hocking 0 1 0 4 13 10 8 0 0 36

Liberty 2 1 0 10 13 17 21 0 0 64

Madison 0 0 0 0 2 7 6 0 0 15

Pleasant 0 2 0 6 17 21 20 4 3 73

Richland 0 0 0 4 7 2 2 0 1 16

Rushcreek 0 0 0 8 9 10 13 0 0 40

Violet 0 3 0 40 98 9 25 0 0 175

Walnut 1 0 2 8 18 8 31 1 1 70

Lancaster 1 19 0 96 845 1 0 0 0 962

Amanda 0 0 0 2 20 0 0 0 0 22

Baltimore 0 1 0 4 74 0 0 0 0 79

Bremen 0 2 0 0 23 0 0 2 1 28

Carroll 0 0 0 1 31 0 0 0 0 32

Lithopolis 0 0 1 0 22 0 0 0 0 23

Millersport 0 0 0 0 51 0 0 0 0 51

Pleasantville 0 2 0 0 6 0 0 0 1 9

Rushville 0 0 1 0 5 0 0 1 0 7

Stoutsville 0 0 0 2 8 0 0 1 0 11

Sugar
Grove 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2

Thurston 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

West
Rushville 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3

Buckeye
Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 7 43 12 240 1,347 176 209 14 11 2049

EH: Environmental Health Inspections and Visits
Jennifer Valentine, REHS | Sheila Wolfe, REHS
Environmental Health Inspections for 2023
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Division Highlights
FCHD disseminated more than 9,000 free
COVID-19 home test kits to Fairfield
County schools, businesses, and
residents in 2023. 
FCHD established a workgroup to
address nicotine and vaping use in youth
of Fairfield County. 
To promote healthier eating habits and
increase access to fresh vegetables and
fruits to the community, FCHD has
created a committee to start the planning
for a community garden. 
FCHD is working to increase public
access to naloxone by strategically
placing NaloxBoxes through the County. 

Health Promotion & Planning
Baylie Blevins, BS | Director of Health Promotion 

Healthy Eating and Active Living Program
In 2023, FCHD established the Healthy Fairfield
County Coalition with a mission to ensure Fairfield
County is healthy by promoting healthy eating and
active living and a purpose to increase healthy
eating and active living opportunities throughout the
county. A result of the HEAL grant was placing
healthier snacks in the vending machines and
promoting drinking water first. FCHD conducted a
safety walk audit in collaboration with community
partners. FCHD engaged the community to
determine what Healthy Eating or Active Living
strategy they would like us to prioritize; they chose a
community garden, which we will work on
implementing in 2024. In preparation for that, we
created a community engagement plan for the next
grant year.

Cribs for Kids
FCHD promoted safe sleep practices for infants
and newborns and distributed 192 “crib kits”
containing a cribette, fitted sheet, and sleep sack
to parents throughout the county.

Promoting Mental, Emotional and
Behavioral Health
With funding from the Ohio Center for Excellence
in Behavioral Health Prevention and Promotion,
FCHD partnered with county organizations
including Lancaster City Parks, Fairfield County
Parks, Geneva Hills, Destination Downtown
Lancaster, Lithopolis Methodist Church, and
Pickerington Parks to place suicide prevention
messaging benches and street signs.

Community Education and Outreach
To continue to promote health, wellness and
safety, FCHD collaborated with multiple county
organizations including but not limited to
Pickerington Schools, Lancaster City Schools,
Bremen Elementary, Destination Downtown
Lancaster, United Way, ADAMH, Canal
Winchester Chamber, and Fairfield County ECA.
FCHD participated in 40 community-based health
events in 2023.

Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation 
FCHD continued efforts to reduce dependence on
nicotine and support cessation efforts through the
ODH Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation
grant. A media campaign that encouraged
residents to call the Ohio Tobacco Quit Line
reached over 37,000 people. FCHD conducted 10
outreach events in 2023 that included a youth
nicotine dependence training to Millersport School
Administrators. 

Project DAWN 
The Fairfield County Health Department is part
of the Project DAWN opioid overdose
education and naloxone distribution network.
Through this program, anyone in Fairfield
County can receive a free Project DAWN
Naloxone kit and training. FCHD works closely
with the Fairfield County ADAMH Board and
Project F.O.R.T. to distribute naloxone and
training to best prepare the community. FCHD
gave out a total of 1,598 Project DAWN kits
and 101 of those kits were given to first
responders. FCHD has provided training and
naloxone to local schools, mental health and
recovery centers, and private businesses
throughout the county. 
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Public Health Accreditation
FCHD received national
accreditation through the Public
Health Accreditation Board in
2020. To maintain the standards
for certification, FCHD is expected
to ensure staff are adequately
trained, services are delivered
effectively, and  quality assurance
is guaranteed. FCHD 
has begun the reaccreditation
process and it will be completed in
2025. 

Health Promotion & Planning Team:

Baylie Blevins, BS | Director
Riley Ernst, MPH | Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
Mitchell McGuire, MPH | Epidemiologist
Megan Baker, BS, RA | Health Educator 
Bethany Carson, MS, OCPSA | Health Educator
Hannah Josefczyk, BS, CHES, OCPSA | Health Educator

Baylie Blevins, BS | Director of Health Promotion 
Health Promotion & Planning

Public Health Emergency
Preparedness 
FCHD is responsible for the Public Health
Emergency Preparedness and Cities
Readiness Initiative programs. This allows
staff to engage community partners in
response to public health emergencies in an
effort to maintain business continuity,
manage mass care events, and facilitate
response to pandemics and other events
that could impact the general public. There
were 23 emergency preparedness activities
conducted in 2023.

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)
Volunteers
The MRC is a group of non-medical and
medical volunteers who assist is both
emergency and regular activities. The Fairfield
County MRC has 76 volunteers who spent 253
hours supporting public health efforts in 2023.
Volunteers participated in emergency
preparedness trainings, CPR certification
classes, COVID-19 kit distribution and
emergency response exercises.

Safe Communities Program
The Safe Communities program is a data-
driven initiative to save lives and reduce
injury by increasing seat belt usage,
increasing impaired driving awareness,
increasing motorcycle safety awareness,
coalition building with community
partners, and traffic fatality review. This
program is implemented in collaboration
with the Ohio State Highway Patrol and
the National Highway Safety
Administration. 

Quality Improvement
FCHD in consistently seeking both internal and
external feedback on processes to ensure our
functions are serving the public and our staff as
best as possible. FCHD conducts quality
improvement projects using the Lean Six Sigma
process. There are 20 staff members trained in the
Lean Six Sigma Yellow Belt and 8 staff members
trained in Lean Six Sigma Green Belt. 

FCHD staff participated in over 1,100 hours of
professional development activities.
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2023 Infectious Diseases Report (Excluding COVID-19 Investigations)

Flu 2021 Cases 2022 Cases 2023 Cases 2023 Incidence
Rate (per 100,000)

Hospitalized Flu Cases 8 66 16 58.3

STDs 2021 Cases 2022 Cases 2023 Cases 2023 Incidence
Rate (per 100,000)

Chlamydia 338 401 460 282.4

Gonorrhea 91 140 117 71.8

Hepatitis (A-C) 2021 Cases 2022 Cases 2023 Cases 2023 Incidence
Rate (per 100,000)

Hepatitis A 4 0 0 0

Hepatitis B - chronic 28 44 28 17.2

Hepatitis C - chronic 106 137 91 55.9

Top 5 Diseases 2022 2021 Cases 2022 Cases 2023 Cases 2023 Incidence
Rate (per 100,000)

Chlamydia 338 401 460 282.4

Gonorrhea 91 140 117 71.8

Hepatitis C - chronic 106 137 91 55.9

Syphilis 35 23 44 27.0

Lyme Disease 7 30 36 22.1

Epidemiology Report

The Fairfield County Health Department investigated 973 reported disease cases in
2023,  excluding COVID-19 investigations. Chlamydia remained the most frequently
reported  disease accounting for 47% of all cases. Gonorrhea and Hepatitis C cases
were the  next most frequently reported diseases. (Note: Not all diseases are required
to be reported to local health departments. In Ohio, there are about 90 diseases that
are considered reportable infectious diseases.)

Mitchell McGuire, MPH | Epidemiologist 
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2023 COVID-19 Update
 

In 2023, there were 3,679 COVID-19 cases for Fairfield County residents. The
highest months of reported COVID-19 cases were January and December of
2023, with a total of 1,217 reported positive cases. There were 23 Fairfield
County resident deaths that were attributed to COVID-19. 410 COVID-19
vaccinations were administered by the FCHD Nursing Staff in 2023, including
both Moderna and Pfizer. As a measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19,
FCHD distributes free at-home tests to members of the public. FCHD
distributed approximately 9,000 COVID-19 at-home test kits throughout 2023.
These test kits are still available to be picked up at FCHD.

Mitchell McGuire, MPH | Epidemiologist 
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Mary Smith, LSW, DTR, CLC | Director
Cheryl Hopkins, RD, LD, CLS | WIC Dietitian
Jordan Miller, MS, RDN, LD, CLS | Breastfeeding
Coordinator and Dietitian
Kaleigh Pulsinelli, BFA | Breastfeeding Peer Helper
Lucinda Robinson, CLC | WIC Nutrition Assistant
Denise Roudabush | WIC Nutrition Assistant
Kari Saunders, MS, RD, LD | WIC Dietitian

WIC Team:

WIC: Women, Infants, and Children
Mary Smith, LSW, DTR, CLC | Director of WIC

WIC Overview
WIC is a nutrition education program. WIC
provides nutritious foods which promote good
health for pregnant women, women who just had
a baby, breastfeeding moms, infants, and
children up to age five.

Nutrition Program
FCHD provides nutrition education and healthy  
foods which promote overall wellness. After
enrollment, WIC clients can receive information
on healthy eating, referrals to specialty  health
care professionals, and general parenting  
education at the two countywide locations in
Lancaster and Pickerington.

Fairfield County had $2,235,380.30 in WIC food
benefits redeemed to support healthy families in
Fairfield County in 2023.

Breastfeeding Program
FCHD provides breastfeeding education and  
consultation to women who are pregnant or  recently
gave birth. Certified Lactation Consultants,
Specialists, and breastfeeding peer helpers
support new moms as they embark on the journey  
of breastfeeding.

The Connection
In 2023, WIC began an education program called
The Connection for in office learning, nutrition
promotion through online learning, as well as
sending our a Quarterly Resource Newsletter.

Farmer’s Market Coupons
FCHD promotes healthy eating by partnering
with local Farmer’s Market vendors and offering
fresh fruit and vegetable options for WIC clients.
1,014 Farmer’s Market Coupons were issued
and 592 were redeemed totaling $2,960.00.
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FCHD in the Community
FCHD conducted a walk audit of East
Main Street. We reviewed the safety

conditions of local sidewalks,
crosswalks, bus stops, and more as
part of our efforts to promote active

transportation across Fairfield County. 

Health Commissioner, Joe Ebel,
spoke at Overdose Awareness  
Day in Downtown Lancaster.

Delivering a 988 bench to the
Village of Pleasantville. FCHD

placed 15 Suicide Prevention 988
throughout Fairfield County.

The Board of Health Monthly
meetings went on the road in 2023!
In March the meeting was held at
the Millersport Elementary School.  
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FCHD in the Community

FCHD staff participated in a United
Way Day project to support the

Harcum House.

Our all staff training day was held at the
Wagnall’s library and ended with a trip to the

Rock Mill Bridge. 

The health department booth at the
2023 Fairfield County Fair.

WIC nutrition coordinator,
Cheryl Hopkins for being

recognized as a 2023
Firefly Award recipient

from our friends at
FACFC.
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1550 Sheridan Dr. Ste.100
Lancaster, OH 43130
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February 23, 2024 

Mr. and Mrs. Neeley 

Thank you for your letter dated February 19, 2024, regarding the County’s updated 
Comprehensive Economic Development and Land Use Plan.   As I’ve been the 
Commissioner working most closely with this project, I’ve asked my fellow Commissioners 
for the opportunity to respond to you. 

To answer your questions: 

“Who are Regional Planning?”  The Regional Planning Commission (RPC) is made up of 
members from each Township and Village in the County as well as some representation 
from the business community and all three of the County Commissioners.   You’re correct 
in that you did not vote for them to be on the RPC, but you did vote for your Township 
Trustees and your County Commissioners who sit on the RPC, so indirectly, you did vote for 
them.   Regional Planning Commission structure is established by State Law. 

“Who are the Stakeholders?”   The group we hired to do this plan, a company called 
Planning Next, interviewed Trustees from each Township and members of the Council or 
Mayors from each Village in the County, as well as the County Commissioners.   After that 
there was a “Steering Committee” established that was open to all with specific invitations 
provided to Township Trustees and Village Mayors that met regularly with Planning Next.   In 
addition, there were two public meetings that hosted more than 350 people in total with an 
opportunity for input and comment as the plan came together.   The plan was also on 
display in our county offices with opportunity for comment (and on-line for those who 
chose to access the plan in that manner).  

In addition, I and individuals from the County Engineer’s office, our Utilities Department, 
Soil & Water Conservation, Regional Planning, Economic & Workforce Development, and 
the Health Department had one-on-one public meetings in every Township and every 
Village throughout the fall – and we met with the Farm Bureau (twice) and the School 
Superintendents.  In total I believe more than 1000 people attended one or more of those 
meetings. 

To be clear, no one is “coveting” anyone’s land and ultimately the person who owns the 
land has the final say as to what happens with that land.   The Townships and Villages (not 
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the County Commissioners) are responsible for zoning, but the zoning only impacts the use 
of the land should that land be sold.  So, while not coveting the land we do want to make 
sure that when a farmer sells to a developer (and that does and is going to continue to 
happen) that the development that occurs there is in line with the goals of the Township or 
Village within which that land resides.   Thus, the need for the land use plan. 

You ask if we really want to save the land.   The answer is an unmitigated YES!   At every 
meeting I talk about the two basic concepts of the plan, which are to “preserve the land 
and protect the taxpayers.”   We preserve the land by building with density, rather than one 
home on every two to five acres as most Townships are currently zoned.   If you build 100 
homes at 1 home every two acres you quickly use up 200 acres of land.   If you build that 
same 100 homes in a “residential subdivision” at 4 homes/acre, you use only 25 acres – 
saving 175 acres of farmland.    

And we protect the taxpayers with that same density, having the developers pay for the 
infrastructure (roads and pipes) they need instead of you and me.   In addition, we are 
working with the Townships and Villages to help them create tax overlays on the new 
developments that will have the new residents (or businesses) paying a different set of 
taxes than the current residents, so they are offsetting the costs that they bring with them 
when they move in. 

I want to re-emphasize that the only land that will be developed is land that is sold by 
someone to a developer.   If no-one wants to sell, no development occurs. 

“Why is it so important for Regional Planning and stakeholders to think about the 
business of developing land that does not belong to them?”   The answer to this is the 
real crux of the matter.   Development is coming to Fairfield County.   We can’t stop it.   
We’re trying to avoid what happened in Pickerington/Violet Township (where I live) where 
there was no plan, no cooperation, just developers pitting the city against the township.   
Guess who wins when that happens?   The Developer.   Not the taxpayers.   By working with 
all the Townships and Villages to help them create their own land use plans, update their 
zoning, evaluate their water and sewer capacity, and many other things, and most 
importantly WORKING IN COOPERATION WITH EACH OTHER, we are putting together a 
tool box that they can use to be prepared for the growth that we know is coming, manage 
that growth, and ultimately take advantage of it to PRESERVE THE LAND AND PROTECT THE 
TAXPAYERS (there it is again). 

“Have you taken into account the cost of community services regarding farmland, 
industrial, and residential usage?”  Indeed, we have which is why (as referenced above) 
we are working with the Townships and Villages to create new taxing districts only on the 
new developments that will more than offset the incremental cost of community services 
that they bring with them when they move in.  Protecting the taxpayers. 
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“Please can you tell us, as taxpayers, the cost of this land use plan?   Are we the 
taxpayers paying for this.”   So the answer to this is yes in that I assume that you pay some 
type of Federal Taxes.   This plan was funded by the “American Rescue Plan” money sent by 
the Federal Government to Fairfield County in 2022.   Of the combined $36 million sent to 
the County in ’21 and ’22, $150,000 of that was spent to create this plan.  And please know 
that we took this on at the request of the Townships and Villages who, when asked to create 
their own land use plans, said that they did not have the expertise or the money to do it 
themselves.   So, the county agreed to take this on and a small portion (less than one half of 
one percent) of the Federal “American Rescue Plan” money was put towards this plan.    

In closing I would say that we are doing the right things for the right reasons and that having 
a plan is better than letting things happen “as they may.”   I would also encourage you to 
talk with your Township Trustees.   Doug Leith, Terry Horn, and Bill Yates have all been 
involved in the process and Mayor Matheny and the Millersport Village Council have been 
involved as well. 

Finally, I am happy to come visit with you in person to discuss this further and answer any 
other questions you may have.   Please simply give me a call (614) 668-3881 and we can set 
up some time to have that conversation. 

Thank you again for taking the time to put your concerns on paper and providing me with 
the opportunity to explain why this land use plan is so important to the future of Fairfield 
County. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeffrey Fix 

Fairfield County Commissioner 
 
Copy: 
Aundrea Cordle – County Administrator 
Steve Davis – County Commissioner 
Dave Levacy - County Commissioner 
Doug Leith – Walnut Township Trustee 
Terry Horn – Walnut Township Trustee 
Bill Yates - Walnut Township Trustee 
Gary Matheny – Mayor of Millersport 
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FAIRFIELD 

Fairfield County Board Member Application 
co,;i-:n·. OHIO 

Name of Board: Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

Circle One: �w Appointmffe Reappointment 

Name: Kellie Smith

Address: 

Date of Birth:  

Phone:  E- Mail Address: 

How long have you been a resident of Fairfield County: _2_0_ y�e_a _rs __________ � 

Occupation: Behavioral Health Specialist Employer: Ohio Guidestone

Highest Level of Education Completed (pleas 
High School - Associates Degree - achelor' s De r - Graduate School 

Have you ever served on a board before: Yes - @ 
If yes, please indicate the board(s) previously or currently serving on: 

Are you related to any Elected Official, Department Head, or County employee: Yes -0 
If yes, please indicate who: 

Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense: Yes � 
(A conviction will not necessarily prohibit you from an appointment. Each conv�ill be judged on its own merits with 
respect to time, circumstance, and seriousness based on the board appointment for which you are applying.) 
If yes, please explain: 

Please state your reasons for wanting to serve on the board (additional space is provided on the 
second page). Please highlight specialized interested or experiences that you feel make you 
qualified to serve. 

My daughter, Sophie, is in preschool at Forest Rose. She has a rare genetic condition 

that causes her developmental delay. The community at Fairfield County DD and Forest 

Rose have been a tremendous help to us and we feel so fortunate to have them. I would 

love to give back by bemg a part of the board. 

1 
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FAIRFIELD 

Fairfield County Board Member Application 
co,;i-:n·. OHIO 

Name of Board: Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

Circle One: �w Appointmffe Reappointment 

Name: Kellie Smith

Address: 

Date of Birth: 

Phone:  E- Mail Address: 

How long have you been a resident of Fairfield County: _2_0_ y�e_a _rs __________ � 

Occupation: Behavioral Health Specialist Employer: Ohio Guidestone

Highest Level of Education Completed (pleas 
High School - Associates Degree - achelor' s De r - Graduate School 

Have you ever served on a board before: Yes - @ 
If yes, please indicate the board(s) previously or currently serving on: 

Are you related to any Elected Official, Department Head, or County employee: Yes -0 
If yes, please indicate who: 

Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense: Yes � 
(A conviction will not necessarily prohibit you from an appointment. Each conv�ill be judged on its own merits with 
respect to time, circumstance, and seriousness based on the board appointment for which you are applying.) 
If yes, please explain: 

Please state your reasons for wanting to serve on the board (additional space is provided on the 
second page). Please highlight specialized interested or experiences that you feel make you 
qualified to serve. 

My daughter, Sophie, is in preschool at Forest Rose. She has a rare genetic condition 

that causes her developmental delay. The community at Fairfield County DD and Forest 

Rose have been a tremendous help to us and we feel so fortunate to have them. I would 

love to give back by bemg a part of the board. 

1 
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Fairfield County Commissioners
Listen and Learn

March 2024
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Fairfield DD Vision: 

Our dream is to build a community that 
recognizes the value of every person.
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Fairfield DD Mission: 

Fairfield DD exists to bring about a vibrant 
community where people lead lives of greater 

independence and make meaningful 
contributions.
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Fairfield DD Values: 

At our core, we lead by 
modeling fiscal 
responsibility, 
collaboration, and 
innovation.

We aspire to empower 
others and establish a 
brand of excellence, and 
accountability.
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Click to edit Master title style

5

Fairfield DD At A Glance…By The Numbers

5

Total Number of 
People Served in 
Fairfield County

1,731
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Click to edit Master title style

6

Fairfield DD At A Glance…By The Numbers

6

Total Revenue / 
Expense 2023

Expense: $19,865,745

Revenue: $24,071,957

10 Year Levy Ends:  202502/27/2024 104



Click to edit Master title style

7

Fairfield DD At A Glance…By The Numbers

7

Team Members

2023 Turnover Rate:  7.6%

Dedicated Team Members: 158
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Click to edit Master title style

8

What Fairfield DD Does

8

Fund Services

Coordinate Service

Provide Service (very few direct services)
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Click to edit Master title style

9

Strategic Areas of Focus:

9

Fairfield County:
• Social Services
• Housing
• Workforce Development
• Economic Development
• County Operations

Fairfield DD:
• Social Services
• Housing
• Workforce Development
• Economic Development
• County Operations
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Click to edit Master title style

10

Strategic Areas of Focus:

10

Social Services

-Coordination
-Availability of Services
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Click to edit Master title style

11

Strategic Areas of Focus:

11

Housing

-Inaccessible Layout
-Assistance with Maintenance

-Not Enough Affordable Housing
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Click to edit Master title style

12

Strategic Areas of Focus:

12

Economic Development

Equitable / Sustainable Growth
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Click to edit Master title style

13

Strategic Areas of Focus:
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County Operations

Inspired Workforce
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Click to edit Master title style
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Strategic Areas of Focus:
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Workforce Development

22.5% of people with a 
disability are employed
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Click to edit Master title style
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Strategic Areas of Focus:
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Workforce Development

-Transportation Accessibility

-Affordable Transportation that 
Operates at Times Needed
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An Important 
Announcement…
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Fairfield DD Strategic Partner
Lancaster Fairfield Public Transit

$100,000
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Fairfield County Commissioners
Listen and Learn

Fairfield DD 
March 2024
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Updates to the Fairfield County 
Special Purpose Flood Damage Prevention Regulations
Regional Planning Commission February 27, 2024
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Overview
 The Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission has been working with the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources (ODNR) to draft updated Special Purpose Flood Damage Prevention 
Regulations for 2024. 

 These updates were done to stay compliant with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) regulations, so that the County can continue to participate in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).

 ORC 307.37 & 307.85 provide authority to County's for regulating floodplain to participate in NFIP 
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Public Hearings
 Public hearings of the ordinances will be held at 9:30 AM during the Fairfield County Commissioners 

meetings, on: 

 Tuesday, February 13th  

 Tuesday, February 27th
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Participation in the NFIP
 NFIP is a voluntary program (Partnership between Federal government & community)

 Participation requires communities adopt & enforce floodplain management regulations in the form 
of a community ordinance/resolution.

 Participation in the NFIP makes flood insurance available to the residents & businesses within a 
community.

 Flood insurance is required for federal loans (insured or otherwise) or other federal financial 
assistance to purchase, repair, improve or rehabilitate buildings within the mapped floodplain.

 Federal flood insurance only available if the community:
 Adopts regulations that meet federal criteria
 Regulates all development in mapped floodplain
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ODNR Workshop Information
 Provide assistance in maintaining compliance with NFIP criteria
 Clarify Floodplain Manager role & responsibilities
 Provide overview of NFIP standards
 Legal adoption process criteria

 Regulations update process & expectations
 Requirements for compliant regulations

 Higher Floodplain Management Standards

 Provide educational materials
 Expedite ODNR review of updated regulations
 Meet with ODNR to compile compliant draft of regulations
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Overview of Adoption Process
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Revisions
 Updated various sections of the County’s regulations to reflect the current state model.

 5.1 Appeals Board Established: The Subdivision Regulations Committee of The Fairfield 
County Regional Planning Commission is hereby appointed to serve as the Appeals Board for 
these regulations… 

 6.3 Violations and Penalties: Violation of the provisions of these regulations or failure to 
comply with any of its requirements shall be deemed to be a strict liability offense, and shall 
constitute a fourth degree misdemeanor. 
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