




























 

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 
                                                     9:00 a.m. 

 
1. Review 

Purpose of Review Meeting: To prepare for formal actions of county business, 
such as Commission resolutions, and to provide a time for county leadership to 
connect about matters of county business. 

 
2. Welcome 
 
3. Hearing for Violet Township New Community Authority, 9:15 a.m. 

 
4. Public Comments 

Purpose of Public Comments: This is a time for voters and taxpayers (members of the public) to 
provide comments. There is a time limit of 3 minutes. While this is a time for comments to be provided, 
it is not a time for questions and answers. The Commission has a full agenda of county business. 
 

5. Legal Update 
 
6. County Administration Update 

a. Week in Review 
b. Highlights of Resolutions 
c. Budget Review 
d. Recognitions/Thank-Yous 
e. Calendar Review/ Invitations Received 

i. Walnut Township Floodplain Meeting, January 9, 2024, 1:00 p.m., 
Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 210 E. Main St., Lancaster 
ii. CCAO Taxation and Finance Committee Meeting, January 11, 2024, 9:00 a.m., 
Virtual 
iii. Ribbon Cutting – FAIRHOPE Hospice 40th Anniversary, January 11, 2024, 4:00 
p.m., FAIRHOPE Hospice & Palliative Care, 282 Sells Rd., Lancaster 
iv. Pickerington Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Membership Luncheon, January 
18, 2024, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., StoryPoint Senior Living, 611 Windmiller Dr., 
Pickerington  
v. Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Andrew Carter, January 21, 2024, 2:00 p.m., 
Alley Park Lodge, 2805 Old Logan Rd., Lancaster 
vi. 2024 Homeless Point in Time Count, January 24, 2024, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Maple Street United Methodist Church, 438 E. Wheeling St., Lancaster 
vii. Meals on Wheels Annual Dinner & Volunteer Recognition Banquet, January 25, 
2024, 4:30 p.m., Meals on Wheels Dining Room, 1515 Cedar Hill Rd., Lancaster 
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viii. United Way Polar Plunge, January 28, 2024, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Buckeye Lake Winery, 13750 Rosewood Road NE, Thornville 
ix. Lancaster State of the City Address, February 15, 2024, 
8:00 a.m., Crossroads Event Center, 2095 W. Fair Ave., Lancaster 
x. Fairfield County Safety Fair, March 5, 2024, 11:30 a.m.- 
1:00 p.m., Fairfield County Workforce Center, 4465 Coonpath Rd., 
Carroll 
xi. Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities’ 
Celebration of Possibilities, March 20, 2024, Wigwam Event Center, 
10190 Blacklick-Eastern Rd. NW, Pickerington 
xii. Lancaster City 2024 State of the Schools, 11:30, March 27, 2024, Lancaster City 
Schools, Stanberry Career Center, 345 E. Mulberry St., Lancaster  
xiii. Lancaster Fairfield Chamber Awards and Annual Trade Show, May 9, 2024, 
Fisher Catholic High School, 1803 Granville Pk. Lancaster 
xiv. Save the Date, Workforce Center Graduation, May 17, 2024, Fairfield County 
Workforce Center, 4465 Coonpath Rd. NW, Carroll 
xv. Save the Date, Career Signing Day, June 6, 2024, Fairfield County Workforce 
Center, 4465 Coonpath Rd. NW, Carroll 

f. Correspondence 
i. House Bill 187 Memo, Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor, December 14, 2023, 
Subjects: HB 187 Update; Internal Control Focus on Grants and Special Funding 
Sources; and Lot Splits Process- New Technology Coming Soon 
ii. “Wins of the Week!”, Provided by Dr. Carri Brown, December 15, 2023 
iii. “Wins of the Week”, Provided by Dr. Carri Brown, December 22, 2023 
iv. “Wins of the Week”, Provided by Dr. Carri Brown, December 28, 2023 
v. “Wins of the Week”, Provided by Dr. Carri Brown, January 4, 2024 
vi. Memo from Dr. Carri Brown, December 21, 2023, Subjects: New Workgroup for 
Enterprise Assessment Taxation; Thanks to IT for Collaboration with SharePoint 
Pilot; Conveyance Fact Sheet; Vacation Conversion Policy; and the Basil Western 
Project 
vii. Memo from Dr. Carri Brown, December 28, 2023, Subjects: General Fund 
Revenues; Payroll Processes in 2024; and Various Deadlines at the End of the Year 
viii. Memo from Dr. Carri Brown, January 4, 2024, Subjects: County Auditor Retreat 
& Strategic Plan Update 
ix. Thank You Note from Dr. Carri Brown for Use of the Liberty Center for the 
Auditor’s Annual Strategic Planning Retreat 
x. Fairfield County Health Department Bulletin, December 14, 2023, ’Tis the 
Season to Dive Sober: Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” 
xi. Lancaster Eagle Gazette, Jeff Barron, December 15, 2023, “County Wants to Buy 
Colonnade Medical Building on Sheridan Drive in Lancaster”  
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xii. The Ohio Court of Appeals Fifth District, December 14, 2023, 
Letter and Report Regarding Compensation Paid Court Appointees 
xiii. Liberty Township Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
December 18, 2023 
xiv. Certificate of Result of Election, November 7, 2023, General 
Election, Meals on Wheels Older Adult Alternatives of Fairfield 
County 
xv. Certificate of Result of Election, November 7, 2023, General Election, 
Fairfield County Library District 
xvi. Judge Entry Appointing an Administrative Judge for the General Division of the 
Fairfield County Court of Common Pleas 
xvii. Judge Entry Appointing a Presiding Judge for the Fairfield County Court of 
Common Pleas 
xviii. Lancaster Eagle Gazette, Jeff Barron, December 27, 2023, “All Fairfield 
County Elected Officials Will Run Unopposed in the March Primary Election” 
xix. City of Lancaster Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Notice, BZA Case No. 691, 
Special Exception and Area Variance for the Property Located at 1663 E. Main St. 
Lancaster 
xx. 2024 Homeless Point in Time Count Donation Collection, January 1-19, 2024, 
United Way 115 S. Broad St., Lancaster 
xxi. Fairfield County Sheriff, Alex Lape, 2023 Furtherance of Justice Report through 
November 2023 
xxii. Fairfield County Prosecuting Attorney, R. Kyle Witt, January 2, 2024, 
Furtherance of Justice Fund Report Dated January 1, 2023, to December 31, 2023 
xxiii. Letter from the Fairfield County Engineer, January 2, 2024, Re: Training 
Technicians for Ohio’s Future Infrastructure Program 
xxiv. Ohio Division of Liquor Control, Liquor Permit, Permit No. 6531107, Type: 
New, Olde Marcy Carryout & Pizza LLC, 1004 Winchester Southern Rd, Canal 
Winchester 
xxv. Fairfield County Heritage Association Membership Renewal Letter 
xxvi. Letter from the Coalition of Concerned Voters of Ohio, December 29, 2023, 
Subject: Security Flaws in Dominion ImageCastX (ICX) and D-Suite Voting 
Machines Used in Fairfield County May Require the Machines to be Decertified 
xxvii. Expedited Type II Annexation, Petition Filed January 4, 2024, 45.1 =/- Acres 
from Pleasant Township to the City of Lancaster 
xxviii. Fairfield County E-News Updates, December 15, 2023 
xxix. Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities Imagine Newsletter, 
December 2023 
xxx. Auditor’s Ledger: News from the County Auditor’s Office, December 2023 
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xxxi. Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District Fairfield 
Features, December 2023, Volume 25, issue 3 
xxxii. Environmental Stewardships Committee Winter Newsletter, 
December 22, 2023 
xxxiii. A Letter from a Resident Regarding Industrial Solar Energy 
xxxiv. “Fairfield County Commissioners to Stress Transportation, 
Housing and Workforce in 2024” Jeff Barron, Lancaster Eagle Gazette, 
January 7, 2024 

 
7. Old Business 

 
8. New Business 

 
9. Regular (Voting) Meeting 

 
10. Executive Session to Discuss Personnel Related Matters, 10:00 a.m. 

 
11. Adjourn 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021 & Quarter 1,2,3 & 4 2022 & Quarter 1,2,3,4 2023 – American Rescue 
Plan Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 12.31.2023. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$28,356,790.34 has been appropriated, $17,556,088.06 expended, $5,994,617.81 encumbered or 
obligated. 

1 
 

12Project/Category   
As of 12/31/23 

Appropriations 
As of 12/31/23 

Expenditure 
As of 12/31/23 

Obligation 
Public Health       

R15a   Public Health, PPE  
199.90 199.90 

 
0.00 

R16a  Public Health, Medical Expenses  
206,838.33 206,838.33 

 
0.00 

R16b Public Health, COVID Medial 
Costs County Benefits Program 399,949.66 399,949.66 0.00 

R17a  Public Health, Vaccination Clinic 
and Related Expenses 66,362.57 66,362.57 0.00 

R17b  Public Health, Capital Investments 
and Public Facilities of the County 

 
3,491,063.36 3,367,110.19 123,442.07 

R17c  Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Air Quality Improvements 

 
 

56,674.00 56,674.00 

 
 

0.00 

R17d 
Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Health Equipment, Mobile 
Morgue  

 
 

49,498.87 49,498.87 

 
 

0.00 

R17e 
Public Health, Capital Investment 
for Sheriff Cruiser to Respond to 
Increased Violence 60,565.00 54,250.98 0.00 

R18a  Professional Communications on 
Behalf of the Board of Health 

 
 

34,577.94 34,577.94 

 
 

0.00 

R18b 
Public Health, Creation of a 
Community Health Assessment 
(CHA) 

 
 

48,943.10 48,943.10 

 
 

0.00 

R19a  Public Safety Payroll Support  
1,627,059.43 1,356,265.04 

 
0.00 

R19b  Public Health Payroll Support 185,406.39 185,406.39 0.00 

R19c Other Public Sector Payroll 
Support 

 
304,000.44 203,838.00 

 
0.00 

R110a Mental and Behavioral Health  
0.00 0.00 

 
0.00 

Subtotal Public Health   6,531,139.00 6,029,914.97 123,442.07 
Negative Economic 
Impacts   

 
  

 

R210a 
Emergency Assistance for Non-
Profit Organizations, a Subgrant to 
the City of Lancaster 

 
 

0.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

R210b Emergency Assistance for Non-
Profits, Subgrant The Lighthouse 

 
 

120,000.00 120,000.00 

 
 

0.00 
R210c Salvation Army 500,000.00 500,000.00 0.00 

R210d Habitat for Humanity 
610,000.00 610,000.00 0.00 

01/09/2024 019



Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021 & Quarter 1,2,3 & 4 2022 & Quarter 1,2,3,4 2023 – American Rescue 
Plan Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 12.31.2023. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$28,356,790.34 has been appropriated, $17,556,088.06 expended, $5,994,617.81 encumbered or 
obligated. 

2 
 

Project/Category   
As of 12/31/23 

Appropriations 
As of 12/31/23 

Expenditure 
As of 12/31/23 

Obligation 

R210e ADAMH/LSS Housing Projects 
3,000,000.00 0.00 3,000,000.00 

R211a  Subgrant for Tourism, Support for 
the Fairfield County Fair 

 
499,996.00 499,996.00 0.00 

R211b  Aid to Tourism, Travel, Hospitality 
 

18,278.01 
18,278.01 

 
0.00 

R29a  Emergency Assistance Business 
Planning 

 
146,829.87 

146,829.87 

 
0.00 

R213a  Support for Agriculture and the 
Growing Community 35,000.00 35,000.00 0.00 

R213b  Technical Assistance for 
Townships & Others 400,000.00 224,354.84 25,000.00 

R213c  
Contracts for Services to Support 
Residents Suffering Effects of the 
Pandemic 

 
 

76,540.00 71,240.00 

 
 

0.00 
Subtotal Negative 
Economic Impacts   5,406,643.88 2,225,698.72 3,025,000.00 

R310a Housing Support, Affordable 
Housing Strategic Plan 

 
 

39,554.00 39,554.00 0.00 
Subtotal Services 
Disproportionately 
Impacted Communities 
  39,554.00 39,554.00 0.00 

Premium Pay 
  

 

  

 

R41a 
Premium Pay, Premium Pay for 
Emergency Management Agency 
Workers 

 
 

27,907.72 
27,907.72  

 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Premium Pay 
  27,907.72 27,907.72 0.00 

Infrastructure     

R52a  
Clean Water: Centralized 
Collection and Conveyance, 
Airport 

 
 

598,480.00 212,448.54 

 
 

325,962.00 

R52b 
Clean Water: Centralized 
Collection and Conveyance, 
Walnut Creek Sewer District 

 
 

750,000.00 0.00 

 
 

750,000.00 

R56a  Clean Water, Stormwater  
539,895.00 539,895.00 

 
0.00 

R511a  
Drinking Water:  
Transmission/Distribution, Grant 
Hampton 

 
 

894,729.11 800,318.61 

 
 

0.00 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021 & Quarter 1,2,3 & 4 2022 & Quarter 1,2,3,4 2023 – American Rescue 
Plan Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 12.31.2023. 
 
From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$28,356,790.34 has been appropriated, $17,556,088.06 expended, $5,994,617.81 encumbered or 
obligated. 

3 
 

Project/Category   
As of 12/31/23 

Appropriations 
As of 12/31/23 

Expenditure 
As of 12/31/23 

Obligation 

R511b  Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, Airport 

 
 

102,000.00 61,855.00 

 
 

38,950.00 

R511c  
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Greenfield 

 
 

1,900,000.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

R511d 
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Baltimore 

 
 

613,000.00 0.00 

 
 

613,000.00 

R511e 
Drinking Water: 
Transmission/Distribution, 
Pleasantville 

 
 

834,000.00 0.00 

 
 

659,000.00 

R516a Broadband, “Last Mile” Projects 
 
 

500,000.00 0.00 

 
 

0.00 

Subtotal Infrastructure 
 6,732,104.11 1,614,517.15 2,386,912.00 

 
Revenue Loss 
     

R61a SaaS and Technological 
Equipment 370,646.50 230,825.32 139,821.18 

R61b 
Recorder Document Scanning 337,984.72 337,984.72 0.00 

R61c 
Clerk of Courts Case Management 375,000.00 310,402.68 64,597.32 

R61d 
MARCS Tower Project 520,000.00 481,278.50 38,721.50 

R61e Dispatch Consoles 543,820.85 543,820.85 0.00 
R61f Fairfield Center Purchase 2,708,752.85 2,708,752.85 0.00 

R61g 
Fairfield Center Renovation 3,475,585.89 2,230,905.39 147,312.46 

R61h Community School Attendance 
Program 501,137.00 159,417.06 5,430.29 

R61i 
Workforce Center Expansion 0.00 0.00 0.00 

R61j 
Smart Growth 200,000.00 175,556.31 24,443.69 

R61k United Way and Dolly Parton's 
Imagination Library 25,000.00 25,000.00 0.00 
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Quarters 2,3, & 4, 2021 & Quarter 1,2,3 & 4 2022 & Quarter 1,2,3,4 2023 – American Rescue 
Plan Fiscal Recovery Funds, as of 12.31.2023. 

From the $30,606,902.00 received as the first and second tranche of fiscal recovery funds. 
$28,356,790.34 has been appropriated, $17,556,088.06 expended, $5,994,617.81 encumbered or 
obligated. 

4 

Project/Category 
As of 12/31/23 

Appropriations 
As of 12/31/23 

Expenditure 
As of 12/31/23 

Obligation 

R61l Auditor Historical Records 
Scanning 0.00 0.00 0.00 

R61m 
Engineer’s Radios 80,000.00 80,000.00 0.00 

R61n 
Auditor Printers 5,000.00 4,357.66 0.00 

R61o Auditor Copiers 
12,000.00 0.00 11,983.30 

R61p Bremen ADA Ramps 
26,954.00 0.00 26,954.00 

R517a Beavers Field Utilities 
25,144.00 20,896.18 0.00 

Revenue Loss 
9,207,025.81 7,309,197.52 459,263.74 

Administration 

R71a Administrative Expenses 
412,415.82 309,297.98 0.00 

Subtotal 
Administration 412,415.82 309,297.98 0.00 

Grand Total $28,356,790.34 $17,556,088.06 $5,994,617.81 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY ITEMS
FAIRFIELD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE

DECEMBER 11, 2023 TO January 07, 2024

Fairfield County Commissioners 

AA.12.12-2023.a An Administrative Approval for the payment(s) of the United Health Care 
(UHC) invoice for the Fairfield County Self-Funded Health Benefits Program – 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners [Commissioners] 

AA.12.13-2023.a An Administrative Approval for the payment of invoices for departments 
that need Board of Commissioners’ approval and have bills presented that are 
not more than $75,000 per invoice.  [Commissioners] 

AA.12.14-2023.b An Administrative Approval for the payment of invoices for departments 
that need Board of Commissioners’ approval and have bills presented that are 
not more than $75,000 per invoice. [Commissioners] 

AA.12.18-2023.d An Administrative Approval to approve the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Ohio 
Airport Improvement Grant Program Matching Grant application.   
[Commissioners] 

AA.01.03-2024.a An Administrative Approval for the payment of invoices for departments 
that need Board of Commissioners’ approval and have bills presented that are 
not more than $75,000 per invoice [Commissioners] 

Fairfield County Coroner 

AA.12.29-2023.a An Administrative Approval regarding a contract for Investigator Services 
between Fairfield County and Paul Burleigh. [Coroner] 

AA.12.29-2023.b An Administrative Approval regarding a contract for Investigator Services 
between Fairfield County and John R. Charles. [Coroner] 

AA.01.06-2024.c An Administrative Approval regarding a contract for Investigator Services 
between Fairfield County and Frederick Frank. [Coroner] 

Fairfield County Economic & Workforce Development 

AA.12.18-2023.e An Administrative Approval to approve a Workforce Training Grant for Site 
Services Group, LLC.   [Economic & Workforce Development] 

Fairfield County Facilities 

AA.12.18-2023.a An Administrative Approval for an Agreement on the Replacement of the 
Courthouse Roof with Roof Connect. [Facilities] 

AA.01.06-2024.a An Administrative Approval for Preventative Maintenance Agreement with 
Columbus Building Services [Facilities] 

AA.01.06-2024.g An Administrative Approval for an Agreement on the Replacement of 
HVAC Units at the Workforce Center with Ameresco [Facilities] 

Fairfield County Family and Children First Council 
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http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16964&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16967&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16993&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17000&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17030&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17014&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17015&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17013&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17001&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16875&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16888&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17023&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16965&type=resolution-packet


AA.12.18-2023.b Administrative Approval authorizing a Contract for Professional Services 
between National Youth Advocate Program Inc. (NYAP) and Family and Children 
First Council for Outpatient Counseling Services [Family and Children First 
Council] 

AA.12.22-2023.a Administrator Approval authoring the FFY24 Safe Communities Contract 
for Services between the Fairfield County Health Department and the Family 
and Children First Council. [Family and Children First Council] 

AA.01.06-2024.d Approval of a Subrecipient Commitment Form between the Fairfield 
County Family and Children First Council and the Research Institute at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital for Triple P Online Coaching for January to June 2024 [Family and 
Children First Council] 

Fairfield County Human Resources 

AA.12.14-2023.a An administrative approval to approve a probationary removal for Fairfield 
County. [Fairfield County Human Resources] 

AA.12.18-2023.c A resolution authorizing the approval of an agreement with CuraLinc 
Healthcare [Fairfield County Human Resources] 

AA.01.06-2024.b An administrative approval of an agreement with Fairfield Healthcare 
Professionals, Inc. an affiliate of Fairfield Medical Center to operate the Fairfield County 
Health Benefit Plan Wellness Clinic for plan participants. [Fairfield County Human 
Resources] 

Fairfield County Job and Family Services 

AA.12.26-2023.a An Administrative Approval for a memorandum of understanding between 
Lancaster City Schools, Bloom-Carroll Local, Pickerington Local, Liberty 
Union-Thurston Local, Amanda Clearcreek Local, Fairfield Union Local, Walnut Township 
Local, and Berne Union Local and Fairfield County Job & Family Services, Child 
Protective Services division.  [JFS] 

Fairfield County Treasurer 

AA.01.06-2024.f An administrative authority to approve an agreement for services by and 
between the Fairfield County Treasurer, the Board of Fairfield County 
Commissioners, and the Fairfield County Land Reutilization Corporation in 2024, as per the 
attached Agreement for Services. [Treasurer] 

Fairfield County Utilities Department 

AA.01.06-2024.e An administrative approval of a bank transfer for the County Utilities 
Department December 2023 [Utilities] 
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http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17008&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17020&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16991&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16966&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17012&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17009&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17026&type=resolution-packet
http://mapsys.co.fairfield.oh.us:443/Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17022&type=resolution-packet
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Join us on January 18th at 11:30am-1pm at our Quarterly Membership Luncheon! 

hosted by StoryPoint Senior Living in Pickerington. This is a great opportunity to 

connect with other local business owners and forge connections in a vibrant 

atmosphere. 

  

Our speaker, Fairfield Co. Auditor Carri Brown, will present “Critical & Creative 

Thinking: Old World Perspectives with New World Ideas.” Great innovators 

combine critical thinking AND creative thinking. Learn how you can analyze and 

solve problems effectively with the right combination of these contemplative 

methods. Also, hear a short update from the City of Pickerington’s Economic 

Director Dave Gulden. 

  

Don't forget to register here so we know how to plan! 

  

Be sure to check out the perks of being a Chamber Member. When businesses 

come together as part of a chamber, we're able to leverage money-saving 

opportunities for everyone! Be sure to take advantage. 

  

Looking forward to seeing you at our luncheon! 

  

Best regards, 

Kim Barlag 

CEO & President 

Pickerington Area Chamber of Commerce 

  

 

01/09/2024 026

https://d2dd5p04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2Dd5p04/VWF50V5gq0tTVB15yp13Rm_JW35KrPN57V7kwN4qMxLn3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3lsW651vS33YjhlBN3gv2bGyV0VjN1L_PSRX_6TmN2kl6_krCYF4W4zXgFR60__J-W6W2HDZ5Tqkz8W4P6zHL2qWDrfW3lcGTK21000FW4BLx5f2TVfCzW1pHl2V4zz_lJW5rYTf02NR36nW3HPWb22-sQ8XVhm-6W8l9S0gW2jZqP11YVRC1N7HcR2MHhpf0N3r5KfYTvVRJW1B70Fz7yn7M2VFQVX73s5619W5qqj5d2mcqV1V4WB7X1SCXZnW2chx_01Gb2qcW7zzTRv2jb183W19T7Dq8WHfFvW5fxzCj31Kjp3W6D9-mR1K9VB8VrC6SH74zvQ_f2Gr5Ps04
https://d2dd5p04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2Dd5p04/VWF50V5gq0tTVB15yp13Rm_JW35KrPN57V7kwN4qMxLH3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3p7W5FNTWR4wqhDBW6m1kZF8QsbJ9W2z1rH396LDWwW6FWQ-Q95jjd5W1wrHf32yw-y9W4YJc1N47d5rYW1SzW8r7qPlyVVzSQJ14svr9FW5s4mgs2_Fl0nW7l2KDd3J_VRVW6psKql40Nf5rW1D0tLh7vVS90W2WFNnR4pdsx5W1K8yx05W9n6dW8pPSV46wgLdKW46TWd76V1zQKW2h66Y44K6yTVW6S9JKB591r46W37Jyxn96-ZT-W1-gMz98RyNs2W4NLFRW13ChStW5cjrXS6p6kclVR9fJg7VDGlxW7HwMgT1jLCHMW3cLLbW5QncCPW2zZWqT57vD7mW7dvCmc5scPh4N1DnWdR9HKwbf2-JSC-04
https://d2dd5p04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2Dd5p04/VWF50V5gq0tTVB15yp13Rm_JW35KrPN57V7kwN4qMxLn3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3mPW2T8KGl414P5NW601b2-7wJssNW1MKq4W3F7YSSW9dDlWG2wSsJmW44RsTY6VzFF1W4rDKVT3k_kg5W5f6XFj5ZwjGKW4v5TB41kS7M0W5jrl5R7cKm_XW71g8H363k6vTW7SyQg74K3D8CW6Hcg8-3CmM2kW7Rf1fC5-CMRRW5whJnV8vFkzpW133yWl3hwJhzW1kY9Pq7pgmF4W6XkPWC63rz0yW7BFqg816m_dkW5HGhQj6D7T4SW6Vpsl26yXT7pVknt-k86XKrxW81gGsQ16Wj7dW6StQzx99K25hW3PY6w6419jPJW1SJ0RF55ny9TMDXz5nTHrx7dDrKx804
https://d2dd5p04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2Dd5p04/VWF50V5gq0tTVB15yp13Rm_JW35KrPN57V7kwN4qMxLn3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3p5W22FS364mcGZ3W4DQDh18pQlsTVdvHXQ3Xlv7kW3DP2dH25Sj8hW7CbWkQ8ttngfW7tZHGv7q7-cXW6Gn8WD1dtff9W760cNd9ljkkfW7XFPBy40k01gW2M219g2qZYVyW6-qWDM8nJ6p_W1K3JQ-75MJTXW37qDn05l4HYgW1NQJhB4dZZG5W6_tPp91hVjkLV7n5NJ46NfgzW26_V0487NWW6W1gLt3Z3vmZYqW7N579y4zWx7nW3s99zz91JxYKVZ2n6n8ldB4PW6Wn09m841N_5W9dnFCW454SWDW6LlGmb4nkHJGW66J_ZM2pv_l1W4x_Y9w1W8JH3f86WqGK04


 
SAVE THE DATE & SPREAD THE WORD 

 
 

Stop in for a free 
meal and donated items while 

supplies last! 
 
 

All rides to Maple Street Church on 
Lancaster Public Transit are free 

on January 24th! 

 

 

January 24th 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Maple Street United Methodist Church 

438 E. Wheeling Street, Lancaster 

 

 

2024 HOMELESS 
POINT IN TIME COUNT 
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 
From:           Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 
Date:         December 14, 2023 
Subjects:    HB 187 Update; Internal Control Focus on Grants and Special 

Funding Sources; and Lot Splits Process – New Technology Coming 
Soon   

 
 

HB 187 Update 

The State House of Representa�ves did not vote on HB 187, which is now 
focused on improvements to the Homestead Program.  We will keep everyone 
posted on how things proceed in 2024. 

 

Internal Control Focus on Grants and Special Funding Sources 

Are you accepting a new grant?  If so, make sure you have an assigned grant 
administrator who will ensure grant terms and condi�ons are met for the 

grantee.  All grants have terms and condi�ons, and federal grants have special 

repor�ng requirements.  Involving the County Auditor as soon as possible for 
technical assistance in crea�ng a new fund is a good idea. The fund or accoun�ng 
structure should be in place at the same �me (or very soon therea�er) as 
accep�ng the grant.  Similarly, if there are new funding sources of any kind, the 
accoun�ng structure should be set up as soon as possible.  The County Auditor 
will provide technical assistance and respec�ully requests to be contacted in 

advance of the need for an expenditure, a receipt, or a budget. 

 

Lot Splits Process – New Technology Coming Soon 

With mul�ple partners, we are working on a process using new technology to 

move documents from department to department for the lot splits process.  Stay 
tuned for more informa�on about this effort.  The County Resolu�on 
Management System is a model for the process, and we are working with 
MAPSYS to develop this tool. 
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Weekly Wins 12 15 2023 

Thanks to everyone in the County Auditor’s Office for the extreme flexibility they have shown as we gear up for year end 
for essential financial reporting, accounts payable, payroll, settlement, and real estate assessment activities.  

We are happy to finally have the Weights and Measures vehicle  in route to us! 

Thanks to Bev Hoskinson for working with IT and the County Engineer and all of the staff in order to arrange for 
disaster recovery testing in 2023. 

REA is in the process of interviewing for the map room technician posi�on vacated by the promo�on of Randy Carter.  

There is some encouragement in the process! Stay tuned for more details. 

The posi�on descrip�on for the Financial Reporting Specialist was adjusted to properly reflect the organiza�onal needs 
and the reality of the evolving posi�on.  All other posi�on descrip�ons have been reviewed, as well.  The pos�ng 

occurred for the Financial Reported Specialist, and we wish Chris�na Wetzel all the best in her new posi�on with Tyler 

Technologies. 

During the Commissioners’ mee�ng this week, the Commissioners acknowledged the profession of real estate 
appraisers, and there is a terrific picture with several members of the County Auditor’s staff accep�ng the 
proclama�on.  We have shared that proclama�on and our thanks with members of the private and public sectors.  
Rachel Elsea is also going to share the encouragement on social media.  We have already received thanks and posi�ve 

remarks about the outreach. 

This week, Carri had an opportunity to read to children at the Fairfield County District Library and to participate in the 
Wheel of Fortune game with Juvenile Court.  These two experiences were just fabulous ways to celebrate the holidays 

and the wonderful community resources we have for youth in Fairfield County. 

Thanks to all of the County Auditor’s Office for contribu�ng to Meals on Wheels, the Charity Newsies, and JFS 
Protective Services for the holidays. Thanks to Bev Hoskinson for delivering the JFS related gifts this week. 

We have added some strategic ac�vi�es for increasing access, belonging, and community for certain popula�ons, such as 

those with au�sm or demen�a.  In 2024, we will have tool kits to support us in these customer service efforts. 

Thanks to Amanda Rollins for communica�ng well with multiple entities and for making some correc�ons with politeness 

and finesse.   

This week, we made some progress on the effort to use technology to improve the efficiency of the lot split process.  
We also were able to confirm that REA funds can be used for the technology.  Even if the project take a while to 
implement, the early discussions have been very good to examine the exis�ng process. 

Thanks to Nick in GIS for helping Walnut Township with a grant application and for answering a ques�on that came to 

Finance about the school district for a new apartment complex.  Thanks to Bev for clarifying informa�on to the resident.  

The speed in which these ques�ons were resolved was impressive. 

This week, we also thanked Mayor Scheffler and Paul Martin for their service, as each are gearing up for re�rement.  

Mayor Scheffler is going to con�nue to par�cipate in Destination Downtown Lancaster as a board member. 

Also, this week, Rachel Elsea worked with United Way to send out communica�on about United Way’s tax prepara�on 

services.  Homestead program participants qualify for free income tax preparation services with the United Way.   

The win of the week goes to Nick Dilley for his exceptionally fast and very helpful update to the REA website to 
improve its search capabilities. 
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As of December 14, Joanna Vanderbilt and Michele Poston had processed 3351 dog licenses for the 2024 season 
resulting in $82,490 of revenue.  That was just for the first part of December – what a collabora�ve, team effort! Thanks 
to Chris�na Wetzel for con�nuing to work hard during this transi�on period. 

The Finance Team has successfully processed the final accounts payable batches for 2023 and are projec�ng the rolling 
of the budget for Friday the 15th.  They have collec�vely shown a great deal of flexibility and have put in extra hours in 

order to do this. They have done a fantastic job keeping up with the workload.  

For example, did you know that A/P processed 37,413 invoices for 2023?  That is an amazing workload! 

Bravo to the whole Finance team – Lori, Meagen and Chris�na as well as Jen and Michelle, for accommoda�ng the 

Health Department in opening up the budget, linking accounts, and being flexible to meet deadlines.   

Thanks to the Payroll team for making sure things are ready to go for the 2024 withholdings of municipal income tax 
withholdings as required for the teleworking arrangements that are approved throughout the county. 

Also, it is good to men�on the wonderful collabora�on with the Finance and Appraisal team:  Bravos go out to Josh 

Harper and his team – Crystal, Makayla & Noel. They have assisted with Homestead deac�va�on & special assessments.   

We discovered a way to upload mul�ple special assessment projects at once. (This is a huge �mesaver).  It will also 
allow us to have the most current information available to our stakeholders throughout the year.  Way to go! Thanks 
to Angel Horn for her steadfast leadership in this area. 

It’s been an exci�ng and extremely produc�ve week! 

And as we near Christmas, congratulations to Jessica Ferguson – her son is playing the Mayor of Whoville in the play held 

at the Masonic Temple this weekend. ���� 
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Wins of the Week – 12.22.2023 

Thanks for the extra efforts as we continue to work on the details of year-end.  Both Finance 

and Real Estate Assessment have significant tasks to accomplish as the year ends, and we are 

appreciative of the teamwork and collaboration.   

The week began with a great deal of excitement about the potential of a Sharepoint 

application for external uses, such as with township and municipality officers and the Budget 

Commission.  Using this tool could save a significant number of hours for the Settlements and 

Administration Analyst and other team members.  Thanks to Alexander and the IT team 

members who worked with Amanda Rollins and Bev Hoskinson to create this pilot, which we 

hope can be helpful to others, too. 

Work is underway to support departments with new grant funds. 

CAAO has reported how happy they are with the Fairfield County team in the preparation of 

the Leadership Conference which will be held at the WigWam on February 7. Carri has also 

begun to meet with leaders of Ohio University to help with the women’s leadership conference 

and to conduct a seminar  (potentially two seminars based on the interest from last year) about 

grants management. Last year, there were more than 100 in attendance with the grants 

seminar, and this year, there are already requests for two seminars instead of one. 

Bruce Simons with Juvenile Court has retired, and we were happy to share our congratulations 

and best wishes with him.  We thank him for his more than three decades of service and hope 

that he enjoys his well-deserved retirement. 

This week, we reached out to several Tax Incentive Review Councils to obtain documentation.  

This outreach helps keep future meetings efficient. 

A workgroup meeting for OGRIP was held this week.  You will recall that OGRIP stands for the 

Ohio Geographically Referenced Information Program. It is the GIS coordinating body for state 

and local government. The Department of Administrative Services, Office of Information 

Technology, houses the OGRIP Office.  OGRIP forms workgroups made up of volunteers who 

share a common interest in the development of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and use 

of geographic information within Ohio. These volunteers include representatives of several state 

agencies, local and regional governments (such as County Auditors), universities, private 

organizations, and other subject matter experts. 

Great job to Finance (A/P) for the successful (and speedy) roll to 2024.  This is helpful to all 

departments. 

Thanks to Angel Horn and Amanda Rollins, along with Josh Harper and Noel Sodders, for the 

work on the tax abstract. 
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Thanks to Payroll for preparing everyone for the 2024 municipal income tax deduction 

process.  This is a major accomplishment. Several counties are struggling with implementing 

the required deductions. 

From REA: Thanks to: 

• Makala Finley and Noel Sodders for their assistance on Homestead research based upon 
death records and conveyances. 

• Robin Balthaser for her continued patience and persistence in reviewing mobile home 
installations and relocations. 

• Lori Kidder and Julie White for their expertise in providing a system for record 
corrections within conveyance in an efficient manner.  And additional thanks to Julie 
White for her excellent research of an issue with a land contract. 

• Thanks to Noel Sodders for initiating a collaborative group with the Auditor and 
Treasurer to learn more about the taxation modules.  This is terrific for increased 
organizational knowledge for enterprise assessment and taxation. 

 
We will welcome Clayton Finley to the position of Map Room Technician effective January 8.  
Many of you may remember Clayton for his work as an independent contractor during the 
triennial update in 2022.  We are eager to welcome Clayton for his years of experience in other 
counties. He is also dedicated to continuing education in the field.  He has strong customer 
service skills and an exceptional work ethic.  Clayton will report to Nick Dilley, GIS/Mapping 
Manager, and is eager to make a difference here in Fairfield County.  Initially, Clayton will begin 
training on the review of legal descriptions. 
 
Several departments had Christmas celebrations this week, and the holiday spirit is so positive 
and encouraging!   
 
We are thankful for the half-day holiday on Friday that allows for safe travels and preparations 
for the Christmas holiday.   
 
Merry Christmas to all! 
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Wins of the Week! December 28,2023 

Thanks to the Finance and REA team for their collabora�on in making sure the tax abstract was fully filed 

with the state of Ohio. We have received rates cer�fied by the state and will be making the January 8 

deadline for the process to produce tax bills for the County Treasurer to send. 

Thanks to Payroll and Finance for their tremendous work in finalizing year-end processes. 

Thanks to Patrick Brighton and Carter Corcoran for con�nuing to work together to prepare Weights and 

Measures reports, tes�ng, and surveys. 

Great job to the team for sending GEMS to one another for the coverage provided during the holidays!  

Thanks to those who have covered essen�al services. More than 670 GEMS were sent in 2023 in the 

Auditor’s Office as of December 28, 2023.  Thanks for taking the �me to recognize the good work of your 

team members. 

Thanks to Stacy Knight for the Map of the Month for January.  The map shows the loca�ons of litle 

libraries and blessing boxes.  Thanks to the coordinated efforts of many to produce helpful items for 

those in need. 

This week, we have prepared presenta�ons for DD, the Pickerington Chamber, and CAAO.  Several 
employees completed con�nuing professional educa�on during the week, too. 

The ini�al agendas and no�ce procedures were reviewed for the Budget Commission and the Board of 
Revision.  The process for the Budget Commission will include the required agenda item and no�ce for 
the review of the alternate formula for the distribu�on of local government funds. 

And we have all things ready for the January 4th retreat!  The County Auditor’s strategic plan was 

updated for the new work groups and technology projects.  There is a focus on organiza�onal health, 

which includes the concepts of supervisory support, clear direc�on, coordina�on and new ideas, 

accountability, and culture. 

General fund revenues came in strong in 2023, and that is something that is posi�ve for overall county 

opera�ons. As of December 28, 2023, $66.5 M was received for the general fund, represen�ng 104% of 

the current es�mated revenues.  

Here’s to a successful and produc�ve year of service in 2024! 
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Wins of the Week – January 4, 2024 

We celebrate the freshness of a new year! No mater how hard or complex the past has been, you can 

always begin again. The new year gives us encouragement for new ways of thinking and new mindsets. 

The strategic plan through 2026 has been updated, and we will con�nue to make updates regularly.   

Thanks to all team members for their enthusiasm and professionalism at the third annual retreat held 
on January 4 at Liberty Center.  Thank you for the extra efforts from our culture champions. 

It is good to know that the REA appraisal project is right on track.  The updated imagery is available now, 

and there are tes�ng ac�vi�es underway. 

We have reviewed plans for new funds, accoun�ng procedures, payroll quality control, connec�ons with 

REA and Finance, and weights and measures communica�ons. 

This week, we also conducted a review of CAAO training we are leading in February and OU leadership 

training we are also conduc�ng throughout the year. At DD, Carri presented training about organiza�onal 

health with some takeaways about effec�ve conduct of mee�ngs. 

Con�nuing professional educa�on plans were formalized for the year. 

REA and Finance con�nue to work on year-end deadlines with great accuracy and speed.  We are 
impressed with the new physical set-up for Finance. It has been helpful with cross training efforts. 

Thanks to Bev Hoskinson, Angel Horn, and Amanda Rollins for really digging into amended cer�ficate 
processes and setlement func�ons to con�nuously improve this area.  Thanks for the collabora�on 
from the REA staff in these efforts. Thanks to Josh Harper and Noel Sodders for their efforts to support 
Setlements and for running reports in the evening.  This was important to do in the evening so no 
stakeholder was impacted.  And thanks to the Treasurer’s Office for their encouragement in examining 
mul�ple processes for fine-tuning. 

We received the first thank you note of the year.  It was from the Heritage District thanking the GIS 
team for the new mapping process that allows for them to reach out to new residents of the District in 
a �mely manner. 

Congratula�ons to Nick Dilley for the map of the year for 2023 – the Zane’s Trail map! 
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 

From:            Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 

Date:         December 21, 2023 

Subjects:    New Workgroup for Enterprise Assessment and Taxation; Thanks to IT for 

Collaboration with a Sharepoint Pilot; Conveyance Fact Sheet; Vacation 

Conversion Policy; and the Basil Western Project  

 
 
New Workgroup for Enterprise Assessment and Taxation 
Real Estate Assessment is leading a new workgroup to share organizational knowledge regarding 
the computerized system for enterprise assessment and taxation.  Thanks to Noel Sodders for his  
leadership and thanks to the County Treasurer’s team for joining the work group. 
 
 
Thanks to IT for Collaboration with a Sharepoint Pilot 
We are encouraged with a Sharepoint application for external uses, such as with township and 

municipality officers and the Budget Commission.  Using this tool could save a significant 

number of hours for the Settlements and Administration Analyst and other team members.  

Thanks to Alexander and the IT team members who worked with Amanda Rollins and Bev 

Hoskinson to create this pilot, which we hope can be helpful to other departments, too. 

 
Conveyance Fact Sheet 
A fact sheet about conveyance procedures is found at this link:   
https://www.co.fairfield.oh.us/auditor/pdf/Conveyance-Factsheet.pdf 
 
This fact sheet has been helpful to answer questions that have been posed by the public 
recently.  Also, there are no programs available to waive conveyance fees (classified as a tax).  
That, too, has been a question posed recently by non-profit organizations. 
 
 
Vacation Conversion Policy (FYI) 
The current county vacation conversion policy is that on the first pay date in November of 
each year, employees not in a probationary status may elect to be paid, at the regular  
straight-time hourly rate in effect on the first pay date in November of the current calendar year,  
up to one year’s accrual of vacation leave at the employee’s current rate, on a one-for-one basis.   
If there was a policy change and/or an appointing authority were to approve vacation  
conversion at another time of the year, from a Payroll perspective only, conversion could be  
processed at a different time -or- at multiple times throughout the year.    
 
 
The Basil Western Project  
Work is underway to support departments with the Basil Western Project.  The first two  
questions to answer involve establishing the sources and uses for the county “629 grant  
project” and verifying the intergovernmental agreement amendment for the sources and uses  
of the first phase of the overall project.   
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 
From:            Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 
Date:         December 28, 2023 
Subjects:    General Fund Revenues; Payroll Processes in 2024; and Various Deadlines at the 

End of the Year 
 
General Fund Revenues 
 
As of December 28, 2023, general fund revenues for 2023 were $66.5 million, or 104% of the 
estimated $63.7 million. Major categories of revenues came in as discussed and expected. 
Interim increases to the original estimates were made for property taxes & homestead/rollback  
revenues, sales taxes, investment earnings, and casino revenue.  Significant reductions to  
estimates were made for public defender reimbursements and rents. The process resulted in  
actual receipts quite close to the formal estimate, as compared to history. Additional  
adjustments could have been made to increase the charges for rent, as more information was  
known, but that was unnecessary as the targeted percentage overall was monitored and on  
track for the fund. 
 
Sales taxes, property taxes, homestead and rollback revenues, conveyance fees, investment 
earnings, casino revenues, local government funds and public defender reimbursements  
comprise 92% of the total general fund revenues.  The five categories of sales tax, real 
property taxes, investment earnings, conveyance fees, and casino revenues are the most 
significant, comprising 85% of total receipts.  The chart below provides a summary (with slight  
differences due to rounding). 
 

Category 
Original 
Estimate 

Current 
Estimate 

Actual as of 
12.28.2023 

% of total 
general fund, 
actual 

Actual as 
a percent 
of 
current 
estimate 

Sales Taxes 25,118,286 29,400,000 29,779,731 44.78% 101.29% 
Real Property Taxes 11,841,106 13,464,106 13,466,719 20.25% 100.02% 
Investment Earnings 3,000,000 6,100,000 6,665,382 10.02% 109.27% 
Conveyance Fees (Taxes) 4,154,218 4,097,218 4,349,830 6.54% 106.17% 
Casino Revenues 1,750,000 2,000,000 2,336,870 3.51% 116.84% 
Local Government 
Shared Revenues 1,500,065 1,500,065 1,743,724 2.62% 116.24% 
Homestead/Rollback 1,422,695 1,621,483 1,645,510 2.47% 101.48% 
Public Defender 
Reimbursements 1,600,000 1,200,000 1,242,690 1.87% 103.56% 
Subtotal 50,386,370 59,382,872 61,230,455 92.06% 103.11% 

Other Charges for 
Services, Rents, & 
Reimbursements 6,245,687 4,366,089 5,278,901 7.94% 120.91% 
Total 56,632,057 63,748,961 66,509,356 100.00% 104.33% 
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 
From:            Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 
Date:         December 28, 2023 
Subjects:    General Fund Revenues; Payroll Processes in 2024; and Various Deadlines at the 

End of the Year 
 
 
Payroll Processes in 2024 
 
As previously noted, we are required to withhold municipal income tax withholdings based on  
the physical location of work.  In a post pandemic era, where there are multiple schedules that  
include teleworking or work-at-home situations, even for a portion of the time, this  
requirement resulted in adjustments to payroll procedures.    
 
The Payroll team has worked very hard to make the process as efficient and effective as  
possible.  Some counties (and state agencies) are struggling with this effort.  We have shared  
our process with other users of the Tyler Technologies system.   
 
Our 2024 payroll procedures will include the required municipal income tax withholdings. 
For Fairfield County, it is helpful that there are defined schedules for most departments who  
have approved teleworking.   
 
Drop-in TEAMS meetings have been scheduled in case there are any remaining questions about  
this process. 
 
 
Various Deadlines at the End of the Year 
 

• The Budget for 2024 was loaded into the Enterprise Resource Planning system in 
December 2023.  Year-end reporting for Finance and Payroll is underway. 

 
• The First Half Tax Year 2023 Calculation and the Tax Duplicate for the Treasurer will be 

provided following the certification of rates by the state.  The deadline for the process is 
January 8 in order to produce timely tax bills for the first half of 2024.  Those tax 
payments are due to the Treasurer by February 15. 

 
• December 31 is the deadline for Homestead applications (current and late applications). 

 
• December 31 is also the deadline for the renewal of junk yard licenses. 
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To:          Fairfield County Commissioners & Staff 
From:            Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor 
Date:         January 4, 2024 
Subjects:    County Auditor Retreat & Strategic Plan Update 
 
The third annual County Auditor Retreat was held on January 4, 2024. During the retreat, all staff followed up on 
assignments about our mission, core values, and code of conduct.  We discussed leadership principles and the 
concepts relating to organizational health.  Organizational health is more than culture or employee 
engagement. It is a measure of an organization’s ability to align around a common vision, execute against that 
vision effectively, and renew itself through innovation and creative thinking.   We assessed aspects of 
organizational health and reviewed our Year in Review Fact Sheet and celebrated team goals that have been 
accomplished. 
 
We met with Dr. Boch to conduct mindfulness and wellness exercises, setting the stage for discussion about 
our culture of care and respect.  The October 9, 2023, issue of County News published by NACO was used for 
inspiration in this discussion. 

 
A list of training options was presented. Throughout the year, all employees are offered training as part of 
supervisory support.  Together, we conducted Ethics training with the Ohio Ethics Commission.  Ethics is a 
broad topic, which we recognized, and Ethics law in Ohio centers on contracting.  We all viewed the online 
video about unlawful harassment that is posted on the county website.  At the retreat, we reviewed an 
additional video about respect in the workplace, and we reviewed workplace scenarios, the policy manual 
language, and CORSA training.  This video was one that people enjoyed a lot for its lens of respect: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muoM-Fst2fA 
 
We discussed the Wins of the Week activities, which was suggested at last year’s retreat, and we decided to 
continue that activity, as it was encouraging to staff.  We also discussed the benefits of the traveling trophy for 
recognition. 
 
We decided to maintain standing agenda items about policy, ethics, fraud, and other open items to keep lines 
of communication open.  One on one communication with the County Auditor will begin in January again.   
 
Deliverables of the Retreat were: 

• Mission Clarity 
• Affirmation of Values 
• Organizational Learning 
• Reference Materials  
• Teambuilding 
• Mindfulness skills  
• Review of Leadership Principles 
• Increased Understanding about Ethics and Unlawful Harassment 

 
The County Auditor’s Strategic plan through 2026 was updated and is found here: 
 
https://www.co.fairfield.oh.us/auditor/Strategic-Plan.html 
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'Tis the Season to Drive Sober: 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 

 

 

 

  

Fairfield County, OH — It’s hard to have a happy holiday when you’re arrested for drunk driving. Keep 
the season merry and bright by following the law and refusing to drink and drive. During this busy winter 
holiday season, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), the Fairfield County Safe Communities Coalition, the Fairfield County Health Department, and 
state and local law enforcement agencies are urging drivers to think twice before drinking and driving and 
to remember this lifesaving message: Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over. Drivers will see officers across the 
state working on a special high-visibility enforcement campaign to spread the message about the 
dangers of drunk driving from December 15, 2023, through January 1, 2024.  
  
13,384 fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2021 involved alcohol-impaired drivers. This 
represented 31% of all traffic fatalities in the United States for the year and a 14.2% increase from 2020. 
Tragically, December can be a dangerous time for people on the roads. According to NHTSA, in 
December 2021 alone, 1,013 people died in alcohol-impaired driving crashes.  
 
“Drunk driving is not acceptable behavior,” said Joe Ebel, Fairfield County Health Commissioner. “It is 
essential to plan a sober ride home before you ever leave for the party. There are too many resources to 
get you home safely. There are just no excuses for drunk driving,” he said. There are plenty of options to 
help impaired drivers get home safely, such as designating a sober driver or calling a taxi or rideshare.  
  
Remember: a few dollars spent on a ride is a lot cheaper than a DUI, which can cost up to $10,000. 
Something else to consider: Don’t ever be too proud or embarrassed to ask for a ride. Allowing a sober 
driver to help you get home safely keeps you and others safe. What’s more embarrassing than drunkenly 
asking for a sober ride home? Spending the night in jail. Having your car impounded. Losing your job or 
your security clearance. Take your pick. 
  
No one should mix drinking and driving, and no one is immune to the effects of drunk driving. If you find 
yourself drunk and stranded with your vehicle, give your keys to a sober driver who can safely drive you 
home. Remind your friends to never get in the vehicle with a drunk driver. If you have a friend who is 
about to drive drunk, take away their keys and help them get home safely. Don’t worry about offending 
someone — they’ll thank you later. Always have a plan before you head out for the evening. If you wait 
until after you’ve been drinking to figure out how to get from one place to the next, you will already be too 
impaired to make the right choices.  
  
For more information about the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over enforcement period, visit 
www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/drunk-driving. 
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### 
 

 

The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign, 
which runs December 13 - January 1, aims to 
educate people about the dangers and 
consequences of driving drunk. 

 

 

The Fairfield County Safe Communities (Traffic 
Safety Program) is a data-driven initiative to save 
lives and reduce injuries through collaboration 
among state, county, and local partners. 

 

 

 

  

Fairfield County Health Department  
Baylie Blevins, Public Information Officer, (740) 652-2835 

1550 Sheridan Dr., Suite 100, Lancaster, OH 43130 
 

     

 

 

 

  

The Fairfield County Health Department serves more than 150,000 residents with a commitment to 
helping you stay healthy by preventing disease, protecting the environment, and promoting  

healthy lifestyles.  
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LOCAL 

County wants to buy Colonnade 
medical building on Sheridan Drive 
in Lancaster 

Jeff Barron 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette 
December 15, 2023 

LANCASTER − The Fairfield County commissioners this week agreed to buy 
the Colonnade Medical Office Building at 1550 Sheridan Drive if the state 
helps with the purchase price. 

The asking price is $3.6 million, but the county wants the state to pay at least 
$600,000. The deadline for applying for state funds is in April. 

County commissioner Steve Davis said the county is asking for state help to 
help better the county's return on investment. 
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Davis said Dr. Troy Edwards and his wife, Greer, own the building. He said he 
was not sure if others have an ownership stake in it or not. He said the sellers 
know the sale won't go through without substantial state financial assistance. 

The building houses the county health department and other non-county 
entities. The county pays $149,000 in rent and taxes annually. 

Davis said it makes sense for the county to buy the building instead of paying 
rent for the health department. He said the county has been trying for almost 
a decade to cut down on rent payments to about 20 entities and organizations 
in the county. 

"We've done a tremendous amount of analysis and determined that over the 
longer horizon the voters and taxpayers are much better served if we cut that 
liability off and try to prepare for a more fiscally responsible future where 
we're not just paying and paying and paying and paying and paying with never 
and end is sight to that expense stream," Davis said. 

He also said it's possible some of the non-county entities would have to move 
if the county does buy the building. Davis said the county will be reserved in 
its comments about specific uses of the building for that reason. 

"We don't really need to get everybody all nervous or anxious about our 
operational plan for something that is very contingent," he said. "So, I don't 
want to get a lot of departments or entities up in arms and worried about their 
operational facility unnecessarily." 

There is a $100,000 escrow pot put aside for the current owners should any 
current tenants leave due to the potential sale to help offset any losses. 

Davis also said the building will need some renovation work if the sale goes 
through. He said the cost of that depends on what the county decides to use 
the building for. 

jbarron@gannett.com 
740-681-4340 
Twitter: @JeffDBarron 
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2023 LIBERTY TOWNSHIP, FAIRFIELD COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE 
LAND USE PLAN 

12/18/2023  

 

 

“This is a pivotal point. Decisions regarding growth and development must strike 
the appropriate balance among a healthy economy, providing homes for current 
and future genera=ons, and protec=ng the County’s agricultural roots and natural 
landscape.” – (WORKING DRAFT 8/23 FAIRFIELD COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY SECTION 1.1) 

The 2023 Liberty Township, Fairfield County Comprehensive Land Use Plan is a comprehensive land use 
plan that has been developed to guide future growth in this 32,192 acre township over the short term as 
well as long term.  

This document, together with the 2023 Township Zoning Map, a[ached as Exhibit “A”, is necessary due 
to increased development pressure from the greater Columbus, Ohio metropolitan area to the west of 
the township and in par\cular, from the north by the recent and an\cipated further development in the 
area by IT/Tech related industry, including but not limited to Facebook, Amazon, Microso_, Google and 
Intel, which will con\nue to significantly impact Liberty Township, as the middle northern most Fairfield 
County township. This document is also necessary to clearly state and preserve the Township’s specific 
goals and plans as they relate to the current Fairfield County Comprehensive Plan, which at this \me is in 
proposed/working dra_ form. 

Liberty Township, as well as much of northern Fairfield County, has seen substan\al change over the past 
decade due to the general unabated outward expansion of the greater Columbus, Ohio metropolitan 
area. Growth of Pickerington to the west, Buckeye Lake to the east and the I-70 corridor affec\ng 
Fairfield County to the immediate north are also factors influencing the planning of Liberty Township’s 
future growth.  Through this document, Township leaders hope to mi\gate the effects of future 
development on the township while maintaining the rural and agricultural nature that community 
residents want to protect. At \mes, the future vision for a community contrasts with an individual 
property owner’s view of the best use of their land. The Zoning Department and Board of Trustees that 
are responsible for crea\ng this document are aware of these issues and have worked very hard to strike 
a well conceived balance between the two. 

Public sen\ment has played a large role in the development of this document. Residents of Liberty 
Township offered their thoughts and opinions concerning future development at two public mee\ng on 
February 27, 2023 at the VFW Hall and on September 13, 2023, at Liberty Union-Thurston High School, 
both hosted by the Board of Trustees. The informa\on gathered through this process served as the 
primary guide for decisions made during this planning effort. 
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Within the body of this document, goals and strategies to achieve them have been developed. The 
informa\on in this document will provide direc\on for township officials to follow to achieve those 
goals. Addi\onally, a future land use plan has been developed that describes how the township could 
possibly grow over the next 20 years. This plan will help the township trustees and other community 
members make important development and zoning decisions for years to come. 

 

The plan has been organized into the following sec\ons: 

 
INTRODUCTION and OVERVIEW 
COMMUNITY CHARACTER 
 History 
 Community Services 
  TransportaGon/Roadways 
  Law Enforcement/Fire 
  Parks and RecreaGon 
  Waste Disposal 
  Cemeteries 
  Other Services 
 Township Government 
  Revenue 
  Home Rule 
  FaciliGes 
  FuncGons, equipment, and employees 
  Zoning 
 Schools 
PLAN CHAPTER 
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF STUDY AREA 

Not only will this plan supply decision makers with informa\on, it could possibly also provide an overall 
view of the township in twenty years. The comprehensive plan could be used as a guide when deciding 
on future development within Liberty Township. 

Provided in this document are facts, figures, maps, goals and objec\ves that the township trustees, 
zoning inspector, zoning commission, zoning appeals board, developers, and ci\zens could use in 
evalua\ng decisions that will impact the township today, tomorrow and into the future. The Ohio 
Revised Code, Sec\on 519.02, empowers the township board of trustees to establish zoning regula\ons 
in the interest of public health and safety, in accordance with a comprehensive plan. This document will 
serve as the basis and ra\onale for future zoning decisions that are made in this community. 

A major objec\ve of this plan is to provide a policy guide and statement of goals for the future 
development of Liberty Township. This plan provides a development blueprint, not only for community 
officials, but also for developers and businesses interested in loca\ng in the community. 

This plan is designed with the unincorporated Liberty Township in mind. The Village of Bal\more lies 
almost en\rely within the township but are separate en\\es with their own governing structure. 

The boundaries of the planning area are more or less Licking County to the north, the Village of 
Bal\more municipal boundary and Walnut Township to the east, Greenfield and Pleasant Townships to 
the south and Violet Township to the west. 

 

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP: A BRIEF HISTORY 

Liberty Township was named a_er the philosophical concept of liberty by the first se[lers who 
were from Switzerland.  They had emigrated from a land where their “liber\es” were restricted 
and they had a desire to perpetuate the change of their new found freedom in America. 

Liberty Township was first established in 1805. Prior to 1805, it had been a part of Greenfield 
Township.  It was by proclama\on of the Northwest Territories Governor Aurthur St. Clair, that 
Fairfield County was established on December 9, 1800, at which \me, the county contained 
nearly all of present day Fairfield, Licking and Knox Coun\es and por\ons of present day Perry, 
Hocking and Pickaway Coun\es. 

For the majority of its existence, Liberty Township has existed as an agricultural community. In 
1822-1823 the surveying for the Ohio Canal was taking place.  Along that survey line small 
villages were being laid out.  In 1824 in Liberty Township on the south side of the proposed canal 
a “town” named New Market was born.  On the north side was Rome in 1825.  These two 
villages united and became Bal\more.  March of 1825 the village of Basil was formed.  Later, 
Bal\more combined with Basil to become what we know today as the Village of Bal\more. 

In the last half of the twen\eth century, the township began transi\oning into a rural bedroom 
community with a strong agricultural presence. The township is at a point in history where 
strong agricultural, residen\al and business con\ngents all exist in the township and the goal is 
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to balance them to form a self-sustaining viable community that we all can be proud to call 
home. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

TOWNSHIP ROADS 

Care and maintenance of the township road system is the largest func\on of townships today. 
The Township maintains 55.5 miles of roadway. The maintenance of these roads and road right-
of-ways includes paving, repairs, snow/ice removal, ditching, and mowing per requirements of 
the Ohio Department of Transporta\on and the Ohio Revised Code. Sec\on 6 and 30R are 
designated MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems) which require specific OEPA 
protocols on stormwater.  This is a popula\on driven designa\on, and the County and Township 
should be aware these permit requirements will likely be applied to larger areas if popula\on 
increases. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

A board of township trustees has the authority to employ local law enforcement officers and set 
up a law enforcement district. They are required to apprehend law-breakers in the township and 
county and they also execute warrants, writs and other legal processes throughout the county.  

The Village of Bal\more has its own independent police department. 

Liberty Township currently uses the Fairfield County Sheriff's Department for law enforcement. 

FIRE PROTECTION AND EMS 

Ohio law permits townships to provide fire protec\on directly or by contract with townships, 
municipali\es and other jurisdic\ons in order to protect lives and property efficiently. Liberty 
Township works jointly with Fairfield County to operate the Basil Joint Fire District for fire 
protec\on and EMS services. 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

A board of township trustees may purchase, appropriate, construct, enlarge, improve, repair or 
equip township parks. 

The board may buy suitable land and material, accept a gi_, use township funds or levy a tax. If 
an addi\onal tax is required, it must be submi[ed to the voters for approval. A township park 
district may also be established, although the district must be approved by electors of the 
township, and when established, is run by an appointed board of park commissioners. A park 
district is a separate poli\cal subdivision with taxing authority. Liberty Township currently does 
not operate any parks. The Fairfield County Park District currently operates 2 parks within the 
Township, being Smeck Park and Wagner Preserve. 
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ZONING 

Zoning is the regula\on of the use of land and buildings that permit a community to control the 
development of its territory. It provides for orderly growth by protec\ng homes and property 
from harmful use on neighboring proper\es. 

Any zoning restric\on must have a reasonable rela\onship to public health, safety, comfort, 
convenience, prosperity or general welfare. Ohio law provides for the submission of a zoning 
plan to the electors of a township and also provides for the administra\on, enforcement and 
amendment of the zoning plan if it is adopted. Liberty Township has used zoning authority since 
1960 when zoning was approved by township voters. 

WASTE DISPOSAL 

Due to the tremendous increase in popula\on, government units in general, across Ohio face a 
waste disposal problem. Townships are authorized to provide waste disposal services to 
residents. It may collect and dispose of garbage or it may contract with other poli\cal 
subdivisions for such services. Liberty Township does not contract currently with any waste 
disposal service provider and residents contract for such services independently. 

CEMETERIES 

Townships in Ohio manage more than 1,800 cemeteries. Voters must approve the purchase or 
appropria\on of land for a cemetery, but once it is established, the township trustees have the 
authority and obliga\on to sell plots, set up service fees, maintain the cemetery and provide for 
expansion. Liberty Township currently maintains 10 of 33 cemeteries located within the 
Township. 

OTHER TOWNSHIP FUNCTIONS 

Liberty Township trustees also have responsibility for ditches, roadway drains and other surface 
water and the control of weeds and brush. Trustees also have authority to erect monuments to 
commemorate those who died in the service of their country. The Board of Township Trustees 
may provide ar\ficial ligh\ng when it is determined that public safety requires such ligh\ng. The 
township may install its own ligh\ng system or contract with an electric company.  Currently, the 
Township does not provide any ligh\ng services.  The Township has responsibility for the 
supervised control of noxious weeds within the township pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 
sec\ons 5579.04, 5579.08, 4959.11, 971.33-971.35, and 731.51-731.53. 

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT 

TOWNSHIP REVENUE 

Townships receive revenue from local property taxes (although raises in property tax must be 
approved by voters) and from the gasoline and motor vehicle license taxes, as well as local 
government money from the state. 
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OHIO HOME RULE 

Townships possess only those powers expressly delegated to them by statute, or those which are 
reasonably implied from those delegated, which include the powers previously men\oned. In 
general, townships do not possess broad police powers or the ability to provide for public 
health. An excep\on to this general rule is found in Chapter 504 of the Ohio Revised Code, which 
permits townships with at least 5,000 residents in the unincorporated area to adopt a limited 
home rule government. If adopted, limited home rule townships may exercise “all powers of 
local self government,” subject to certain excep\ons. Such authority is limited to the 
unincorporated areas of the township and resolu\ons of the township may only be enforced by 
civil fines up to $1,000.  The Township currently does not have limited home rule. 

TOWNSHIP FACILITIES 

The Liberty Township Hall, located at 2095 Reynoldsburg-Bal\more Rd., is an approximately 
2,400 sq. _. building.  The Township also owns a maintenance building at 2060 Reynoldsburg-
Bal\more Rd., which is an approximately 3,456 sq. _. building.  These two proper\es total 
roughly 9.5 acres. 

TOWNSHIP FUNCTIONS, EQUIPMENT, AND EMPLOYEES 

The Liberty Township Road Department has three full-\me employees. 

Responsibili\es include paving, berming, and ditching the township roads; mowing township 
right-of-way and grounds; snow/ice removal; removal of debris (trees, dead animals, etc.) from 
roads; and other physical labor needed by the township.  

The Liberty Township Zoning Department has one part \me zoning inspector, whose 
responsibili\es include inspec\ons and enforcement of the zoning resolu\on and staff reports to 
the BZA, Zoning Commission, and Township Trustees regarding land-use planning and zoning. 

JOINT FUNCTIONS: 

Fire protec\on for the Township is supplied by the Basil Joint Fire District, in coopera\on with 
Fairfield County. 

Law enforcement is supplied by the Fairfield County Sheriff's Department. 

 

TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE APPOINTED COMMITTEES AND THEIR FUNCTION(S) 

Boards Comprised of Township Appointees Only: 

ZONING COMMISSION: Pursuant to ORC 519.04, Du\es of the Zoning Commission The 
Commission’s du\es include: 

1. Ini\ate proposed amendments of the zoning resolu\on. 
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2. Review all proposed amendments to this resolu\on and make recommenda\ons to the board 
of township trustees. 

3. Review all planned unit developments and planned rural business community service districts 
and make recommenda\ons to the board of township trustees as provided in this resolu\on.  

4. Review all proposed changes to the official zoning map and make recommenda\ons to the 
board of township trustees as specified in Ar\cle 6. 

5. Review all proposed changes to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Future Land Use Map 
and make recommenda\ons to the board of township trustees. 

6. Serve as an architectural review commission to enforce compliance with any zoning standards 
adopted and pertaining to landscaping or architectural elements as delegated by the board of 
trustees per O.R.C. 

 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

In exercising its du\es, the board may, as long as such ac\on is in conformity with the terms of 
the zoning resolu\on, reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or modify the order, requirement, 
decision, or determina\on appealed from and make such order, requirement, decision, or 
determina\on as ought to be made, and to that end shall have the powers of the zoning 
inspector from whom the appeal is taken. A quorum of the board and the concurring vote of a 
majority of the board in a[endance shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirement, 
decision, or determina\on of the zoning inspector, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any 
ma[er upon which it is required to pass under this resolu\on or to effect any varia\on in the 
applica\on of this resolu\on.  

For the purpose of this resolu\on, that board has the following specific responsibili\es: 

1. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any order, requirement, 
decision, interpreta\on, or determina\on made by the zoning inspector. 

2. To authorize such variances from the terms of this resolu\on as will not be contrary to the 
public interest, and enforcement of the zoning resolu\on will result in prac\cal difficul\es and so 
that the spirit (intent) of the zoning resolu\on shall be observed and substan\al jus\ce done. 

3. To grant condi\onal use permits as specified in the official schedule of district regula\ons and 
under the condi\ons specified in Ar\cle XI as well as addi\onal safeguards specified by Board of 
Zoning Appeals in order to uphold the intent of the zoning resolu\on. 

District Advisory Council (DAC): The township trustees appoint one member to this board, which 
oversees the legisla\ve func\ons involving water and sewer facili\es in the Fairfield County 
Water & Sewer District.  

Basil Joint Fire District Board: The township trustees appoint one trustee to sit on the fire board, 
which has legisla\ve authority of the joint fire district. The Basil Joint Fire District is comprised of 
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several government en\\es. Each en\ty appoints an elected public official to sit on the fire 
board, so that each en\ty is represented in the management of the fire district. 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Policy and Commission Commi[ees: The trustees appoint one 
person to serve as the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) representa\ve on 
these commi[ees. MORPC includes 44 local governments that represent over 1.6 million ci\zens 
in the Central Ohio region. MORPC works for the overall improvement of the region, discussing 
regional issues and developing collabora\ve partnerships to address them. MORPC also serves 
as the federally-designated Metropolitan Planning Organiza\on (MPO) for Franklin, Delaware, 
and parts of Fairfield and Licking Coun\es. In this role, MORPC develops regional plans and 
policies to enhance mobility, reduce conges\on, and meet air quality standards. 

SCHOOL SYSTEMS 

Within Liberty Township there are the following school districts that serve the students of this 
community: Bloom Carroll Local, Liberty Union, Pickerington Local, Southwest Licking Local and Walnut 
Township Local. 

Addi\onally, the Eastland Voca\onal and Fairfield Career Center School offers area students the 
opportunity to gain career-specific training as an alterna\ve to tradi\onal high school educa\on. School 
district boundaries do not change with annexa\on of land, those boundaries stay fixed. 

POPULATION AND HOUSING 

In 2020, the popula\on of Liberty Township was 8,214. As the number of residents and businesses 
increase in the adjacent communi\es, the amount of traffic in and around Liberty Township will increase. 

The township has seen a steady increase in the number of zoning permits issued over the past decade 
and expects the numbers to con\nue to increase.  

Another sta\s\c to review when examining the makeup of a community is the age distribu\on of its 
inhabitants. This can give an idea of the services and facili\es that may be needed, especially for the 
young and old popula\ons. Children will need schools, and the elderly may need more care and access 
to health facili\es. The median age in Liberty Township is 38.4 years old, which roughly mirrors Fairfield 
County as a whole. Roughly 22% of the Township popula\on are School-age children. It is difficult to tell 
whether this group will stay in the community or leave to live somewhere else. It should be assumed 
that some will leave to go to college or find jobs elsewhere. It is important that the community remains 
a[rac\ve to the next genera\on so people will want to stay or move into Liberty Township. 

EDUCATION AND INCOME 

According to the 2020 Census, Liberty Township has 29.4% of residents having a[ained a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.  Median household income for the Township was $83,333.00 in 2020.  In general, these 
levels are comparable with the state of Ohio as a whole. 

TRAVEL TIME TO WORK 

A large percentage of Township residents commute outside of the Township for employment based on 
community input.  In many cases, they have specifically relocated to Liberty Township to allow them to 
live in a rural/agricultural sewng, escaping the cramped and confining nature of urban or tradi\onal 
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suburban living and the travel \me required to employment outside of the Township and even the 
County is acceptable and in fact preferred.  These residents rely on the Township to provide reliable 
traffic routes to allow them to make their necessary work commutes.  They also are relying on the 
Township to maintain the bucolic nature of their domiciles, for which they are willing to commute to. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Township Flood Hazard Areas 

A floodplain is any land area suscep\ble to inunda\on by floodwaters from any source. Floodplains are 
measured in terms of the amount of storm water it takes to cover them. Storm events are measured in 
years such as five-year, 10-year, 20-year, 50-year, 100-year, and 500-year. The standard measurement is 
the 100-year storm and floodplain. A 100-year floodplain is the land area having a one percent annual 
chance of flooding in any given year as determined by FEMA FIS studies. 

The 100-year floodplain is somewhat of a misnomer however, because an area could have a 100-year 
flood two years in a row—unlikely, but possible.  

The floodplain map, a[ached hereto as Exhibit “B”, shows the floodplains of Liberty Township as 
determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on their Flood Insurance RateMap 
(FIRM). Lending ins\tu\ons uses FIRM maps to determine the need of flood insurance for structures. 
Because floodplains were carved by streams and rivers, and are prone to flooding, they are an important 
planning considera\on. Any development within floodplains can effect the direc\on, flow, and level of 
the watercourse during periods of high water or flooding. In other words, if fill material is placed or a 
house is constructed in a floodplain, it will alter the boundaries of the floodplain downstream. This is 
because structures or fill take up valuable space that would otherwise act as a natural retaining area for 
floodwaters to spread into and slow. Enough fill or development could change the probability of flooding 
downstream from one in 100 each year, to one in 75 or less. Development and careless filling of 
floodplains have increased flooding in this na\on, as seen in many parts of the country, including the 
Great Mississippi Flood of 1993. Not only does development in the floodplain increase dangers 
downstream, developments in the floodplain are at higher risk of damage due to flooding. This damage 
includes fill material and debris from destroyed structures upstream colliding with structures in the flood 
plain downstream. Many bridges are washed out in floods because house and construc\on debris clog 
their free-flow area, compromising their structural integrity. Because of the poten\al for public and 
private damage, loss of life, and insurance rate decisions all are affected by materials and structures in 
floodplains. Ohio Coun\es have \ghtened regula\ons for floodplains in the last couple of decades. 
Permits must be obtained from the Fairfield County Planning Commission before any development, 
including filling and excava\ng, can take place in known 100-year floodplains. 

Protec\ng floodplains from development offers several benefits in addi\on to reducing the risk of loss of 
property and life. Floodplains are natural floodwater storage areas. They reduce the impact of any given 
storm, slowing the water so it does not become a flash flood. Floodplains are prime areas where 
groundwater is replenished. Thus the type of land use ac\vity that occurs in these areas must not pollute 
the surface water, as it will serve as a source of aquifer replenishment. 

Further protec\on of the floodplains through township zoning will help protect unsuspec\ng residents 
from personal danger and loss of property. One way to help is using floodplain areas as open space. 
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Passive recrea\on areas are also well suited for these areas, since no structures or filling is needed for 
these ac\vi\es. In recent years there are numerous areas in which a floodplain has been used for open 
space, such as recrea\onal fields. When flooding occurs, there is li[le property damage, since there are 
no habitable structures on the property.  

Many soil proper\es, such as depth to the seasonal high water table, slope permeability, and depth to 
bedrock, can limit urban development. Wet basements, malfunc\oning onsite sewage disposal systems, 
erosion on construc\on sites, and flooding are problems if soil features are ignored. Within the 
township, special a[en\on should be paid to shallow excava\ons, construc\on of dwellings and 
commercial buildings, local roads and streets, and lawn and landscaping. These items benefit by 
iden\fying the soil type in the ini\al planning stages. When researching the type of soil found within a 
site, the Na\onal Resource Conserva\on Service and the Fairfield County Soil and Water Conserva\on 
District are valuable resources in determining soil type.  

Careful a[en\on should be given to Township areas where the soil may be less suitable for development 
and where agriculture is the higher and be[er use. Building on these soils can lead to problems, such as 
building collapse and ground water contamina\on. During construc\on, proper grading must be done to 
allow water flow in the proper direc\on, as well as to ensure the building is not on soil that is high in 
plas\city or with a high organic content. 

Liberty Township has produc\ve farmland that has not been developed.  Preserving this is a primary 
Township goal. While many factors determine agricultural produc\vity, soil make-up plays a key role in 
this equa\on. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) considers certain soils to be 
produc\ve farmland soils, based on their crop yield poten\al with regard to minimal input of energy and 
economic resources. Further, soils which are considered to be produc\ve farmland soils must be best 
suited to produce food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops. The USDA as well as the Fairfield Soil and 
Water Conserva\on District (see their Memorandum dated August 10, 2023 has iden\fied these soils 
because the supply of farmland in general is limited (see the Fairfield Soil and Water Conserva\on 
District’s le[er/Memorandum dated August 10, 2023). As of the Fall of 2023, Liberty Township has 133 
farms enrolled in the Agricultural District with a total of 26,146.19805 acres enrolled in County C.A.U.V. 

Land that has the best combina\on of physical and chemical characteris\cs for producing food, feed, 
forage, fiber, and oilseed crops is also available for these uses in the Township. It has the soil quality, 
growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce economically sustained high yields of crops 
when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods, including water management. 

In general, produc\ve Township farmlands have an adequate and dependable water supply from rain or 
irriga\on, a favorable temperature and growing season, acceptable acidity or alkalinity, acceptable salt 
and sodium content, and few or no rocks. They are permeable to water and air. Produc\ve farmlands are 
not excessively erodible or saturated with water for long periods of \me, and they either do not flood 
frequently or are protected from flooding. Township residents have voiced their desire to con\nue an 
agricultural way of life in this community. Looking at the Township Zoning Map may help local leaders 
determine proper land use pa[erns and allowed development density in different parts of the 
community. 
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TOWNSHIP WETLANDS 

Wetlands are important resources for several reasons. First, many unique plants and animals make their 
homes in these areas. Second, wetlands supply valuable groundwater recharge by ac\ng as filters for 
surface runoff percola\ng back into the aquifers below. Third, wetlands are an important resource 
because they serve to join surface and groundwater sources, which can improve stream flow during 
drought periods. Fourth, during rainy periods, wetlands can absorb excess water, and then discharge it 
slowly back into the surrounding land, aver\ng poten\al flood damage. Finally, wetlands are a valuable 
natural resource. 

Although large-scale benefits of func\ons can be valued, determining the value of individual wetlands is 
difficult because they differ widely and do not all perform the same func\ons or perform func\ons 
equally well. Decision-makers must understand that impacts on wetland func\ons can eliminate or 
diminish the value of wetlands. 

According to the federal Clean Water Act, anyone who wants to discharge dredged or fill material into 
the waters of the U.S., regardless of whether on private or public property, must obtain a Sec\on 404 
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and a Sec\on 401 Water Quality Cer\fica\on 
(WQC) from the State of Ohio. 

The 401 Water Quality Cer\fica\on and Isolated Wetland Permit reviewers evaluate applica\ons for 
projects that would physically affect waters of the state, including streams, lakes and wetlands. Sec\on 
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344) requires authoriza\on from the Secretary of the Army, ac\ng 
through the Corps of Engineers, for the discharge of dredged or fill material into any waters of the 
United States, including wetlands. Discharges of fill material generally include, without limita\on: 
placement of fill that is necessary for the construc\on of any structure, or impoundment requiring rock, 
sand, dirt, or other material for its construc\on; site-development fills for recrea\onal, industrial, 
commercial, residen\al, and other uses; causeways or road fills; dams and dikes; ar\ficial islands; 
property protec\on or reclama\on devices such as riprap, groins, seawalls, breakwaters, and 
revetments; beach nourishment; levees; fill for intake and ouyall pipes and underwater u\lity lines; fill 
associated with the crea\on of ponds; and any other work involving the discharge of fill or dredged 
material. A Corps permit is required whether the work is permanent or temporary. Examples of 
temporary discharges include dewatering of dredged material prior to final disposal, and temporary fills 
for access roadways, cofferdams, storage and work areas. 

TOWNSHIP CREEKS AND STREAMS 

Riparian corridors are very important to the diversity of an ecosystem. They serve as a way for nature to 
filter harmful chemicals and sediment, provide important habitat and take up important nutrients that 
refresh the ground water supply. Several streams exist in Liberty Township. During development review, 
the township and the Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission should work together to save these 
riparian corridors. Later in the plan, ideas are presented on ways to protect these delicate areas. 

Poplar Creek flows to the south star\ng at the northern township border in the western side of the 
Township. 

Walnut Creek flows from east to west in the southern por\on of the Township and Pawpaw Creek flows 
from north to south in the eastern part of the Township.  These and the various other intermi[ent 
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creeks of the Township are shown on Exhibit “B”.  The Northeast por\on of the Township drains into the 
sensi\ve Buckeye Lake basin. 

WATER QUALITY, AND WATERSHEDS 

Typical higher density housing developments employ a reten\on or deten\on pond to act as a storm-
water management structure. MS permit overlap/OEPA requirement for water quality. 

Watersheds are characterized by the loca\on of the pour-point, or mouth, of the main flow of water to 
which all other points of flow join and eventually drain from the watershed. Some of the rainfall in the 
area of a watershed will flow on top of the ground or find its way via underground water paths to the 
stream in the watershed. Some of the water will evaporate, be used by people or plants, or be held in 
the soil or underground. 

Watersheds are dynamic places, becoming alternately wet and dry due to high water and low rainfall 
condi\ons, with many differences in quality and flow, depending on the season, the year, and even with 
what happens during a single storm. This is best illustrated by examining the components of the 
hydrologic cycle. 

In a watershed, ac\vi\es on the land interact with the natural hydrologic cycle. Important nutrients and 
chemicals are circulated throughout the watershed's system and supply a basic nutri\onal source for 
aqua\c (fish, aqua\c insects, etc.) and terrestrial (birds, small mammals, etc.) species. 

People also use these environments to grow food.  Where and how these human ac\vi\es occur have 
major effects on the movement of water, water quality, and the quality of the natural habitat that 
remains. Ideally, we want watersheds that con\nue to func\on as healthy ecosystems and serve as 
produc\ve systems for people. 

Public officials, land use planners, builders and developers need to consider these factors in rela\on to 
the region in which they are building communi\es and the land use occurring within that region, for 
what happens there affects what occurs at the local level. In other words, groundwater resources do not 
stop at the poli\cal en\ty’s border; they have their own dis\nct region known as a watershed, for which 
they serve and are affected by. Therefore, it is important for officials, land use planners, builders and 
developers in these regions to work together to ensure water resources and the quality of those 
resources is available and healthy for all. 

Two major factors contribu\ng to groundwater quality and availability are density and land use. Zoning 
densi\es that allow too many new homes in an aquifer recharge area can lead to contamina\on of 
groundwater from sep\c systems. When areas of widespread impervious cover (such as big box retail 
and large warehousing or facili\es, with their extensive roo_ops and parking areas) are sited atop 
groundwater recharge areas, aquifers fail to replenish at their normal rate, resul\ng in depleted 
groundwater supplies. These are harmful effects that poorly managed development can have on the 
quality, quan\ty, and availability of our water resources. 

In addi\on to density, a community needs to consider the types of land uses that are occurring in areas 
suscep\ble to ground water pollu\on, limited recharge, and low yield. Areas of low yield should have 
lower density development when served by on-site water and wastewater systems, because the ground 
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water resources are not sufficient to meet the demand.  Addi\onally, these areas are not going to be 
suitable for business or manufacturing processes, which require large quan\\es of water.  

Areas suscep\ble to ground water pollu\on should consider not allowing such uses as manufacturing of 
hazardous substances and materials, on-site storage of hazardous substances and materials, junk yards, 
petroleum product manufacturing, vehicle maintenance shops, or fueling sta\ons, laundries and dry 
cleaners, electronic and other equipment manufacturing, metal pla\ng industry and other uses involving 
high toxicity risks including prior drained hydric soils.  

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION 

The Township residents rely on private water wells primarily and therefore has a high suscep\bility to 
contamina\on of aquifers.  The water resources are important to a comprehensive planning effort to 
ensure they are not compromised by future development. The Township strives to protect the residents 
drinking water sources.  One goal of this plan is to limit the future expansion of uses that could cause 
harm to this valuable resource. 

Liberty Township may consider implemen\ng a Wellfield Protec\on Zoning District. This district should 
be implemented as an overlay district, which replicates the Ohio EPA's mapped five-year Protec\on Zone 
for the District's water wells. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Members of the township through Township Trustee mee\ngs and general canvasing by the Board have 
allowed the community to voice their thoughts and opinions regarding the future development of the 
Township.  

The data received from these public mee\ngs, helped to shape the land-use recommenda\ons of this 
plan. The Zoning Commission and Board of Trustees relied heavily on this input to make decisions 
regarding the future development of our community. 

Listed in the following Plan Chapter are some of the most notable aspects that were drawn as a result of 
the community responses.  

PLAN CHAPTER 

The plan chapter represents a culmina\on of the work that has been done during the planning process. 
The informa\on in this sec\on of the plan will be used as a guide to bring the vision and goals of this 
community into reality. The plan chapter will help guide the future development of various types of land 
uses as well as the infrastructure and facili\es needed to support all facets of the township. 

Included here are maps that indicate places in the township that are considered most suitable for 
different land uses. Along with those maps are descrip\ons of those uses and the elements that should 
be incorporated in their makeup. Also included in this sec\on are “concepts” that can be used to 
s\mulate ideas for future projects. 

The recommenda\ons in this chapter are based on community survey results, as well as ci\zen input 
from public mee\ngs held over the course of this project. This chapter should serve as the basis for 
zoning decisions in the future. It should not, however, hinder the zoning commission, board of zoning 
appeals or the township trustees from making decisions that will benefit the future success of the 
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township. It should be used to guard against unguided or ill-conceived development that would have a 
nega\ve affect on Liberty Township, while providing concrete solu\ons to work toward the greater good 
of this community. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Liberty Township, like many other unincorporated areas, has long enjoyed a proud rural history. The rural 
makeup of this community serves as the fundamental basis for the strong desire within the Township to 
maintain as much of that history as possible. With the passage of \me, urban areas extend their reach 
into the untouched areas of our landscape. If this development con\nues, unrestrained by the Township 
itself, the rural nature of Liberty Township will fade. This plan seeks to properly plan for future growth to 
make sure that doesn't happen. The residents of Liberty Township treasure its rural heritage and seek to 
maintain it far into the future.  For new residents, the rural nature of the community has repeatedly 
been voiced as a main reason for their reloca\on to Liberty Township. 

To fulfill the promise of a con\nued rural lifestyle in Liberty Township, steps must be taken to ensure that 
goal is realized. A balance of different land uses will be cri\cal to the future health and well being of this 
community. By diversifying the makeup of land use in the community, Liberty Township will be able to 
adequately provide needed services to its residents without overburdening the township budget. The 
township should strive to be self-sufficient and encourage the development of services to meet the 
needs of its residents. Most importantly, these steps will help to build upon the strong rural founda\on 
already exis\ng within this community. 

LAND USE 

BALANCE OF LAND USES 

An important considera\on when developing the future land use map is the cost that each type of land 
use incurs in terms of community services. It is important for a community to balance the types of land 
uses that it has in its jurisdic\on. Thought should be given to the costs versus revenues for each type of 
land use. The American Farmland Trust has par\cipated in Cost of Community Services studies in at least 
151 communi\es since 1980. Liberty Township has par\cipated in these studies. Over the course of 
these studies, findings suggest that residen\al development does not generate as much revenue as it 
costs a community for services, while industrial/commercial uses and working and open lands have 
generated fiscal surpluses. The Farmland Trust contends that communi\es pay a high price for 
unplanned growth, and sca[ered development frequently causes traffic conges\on, air and water 
pollu\on, loss of open space and increased demand for costly public services. For this reason, it is 
important to understand the rela\onships between residen\al and commercial growth, agricultural land 
use, conserva\on lands and the communi\es' bo[om line. The planning commi[ee recognizes this fact 
and has a[empted to balance the types of land uses found on the future land use map for the Township. 

Township officials should review this document with poten\al developers, and work with them to create 
projects that meet the vision and intent set forth in these pages. However, this document should not 
prohibit the zoning commission, board of zoning appeals and the township trustees from being flexible 
and crea\ve when working with those who want to locate businesses and homes in the community. It is 
important that future development compliments exis\ng infrastructure and community facili\es. Any 
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development that happens in Liberty Township should benefit both the community and the property 
owner, with minimal financial and physical consequences to the Township and its residents. 

There will be occasions where devia\ng from the future land use map will be appropriate and in the best 
interest of this community. When and if officials choose to deviate from this plan, sound reasoning must 
be employed. It should be shown that school systems have enough capacity, and that adequate 
infrastructure, such as roads and water and sewer services, would support further development. It 
should also be shown that the proposed development will not nega\vely impact the rural character of 
the community.  Finally, it should be shown that the proposed development will not unduly impact 
surrounding residents and property owners who have made investments based on the current zoning 
district designa\on. 

FOCUS AREAS 

To best understand the land use recommenda\ons of this plan, the township has been divided into three 
sec\ons. Each of these areas has its own unique quali\es, meaning the future vision for each of them 
will differ from the others. The following narra\ve further describes each sec\on and how it should 
develop in the future. 

WEST CORRIDOR SECTION 

The Western Corridor, spanning Liberty Township from north to south, is a defining area for this 
community. Therefore, careful thought and well-conceived strategies have been employed by the Liberty 
Township Trustees in crea\ng a plan for this part of the township. The planning commi[ee recognizes 
the importance of this corridor and has developed a future land use map and land use narra\ve with the 
whole community in mind.  

As with any other rural community on the fringe of sprawling development, Liberty Township is faced 
with challenges. Typical concerns, such as increased traffic, annexa\on, una[rac\ve future development 
and loss of rural environment are a part of the land use conversa\on in this community. The Liberty 
Township Planning Commi[ee has acknowledged these issues and has made decisions that it feels will 
protect the Township from unfe[ered and unguided development. 

NORTH CORRIDOR SECTON 

The North Corridor Sec\on is the northern most por\on of the Township, with impact from I-70 . Two 
areas of this sec\on are the predominant areas of the Township, conducive to commercial use. The area 
shown on the future land use map is located in the areas of SR 310 and the SR 204 and SR 158 and 
Blacklick Rd., NW area.  

Future industrial development in the township should primarily be considered in the areas designated in 
this sec\on as zoned for industrial and manufacturing growth. Also in this sec\on are a few areas where 
local level commercial businesses should locate. Future addi\ons of local commercial use areas should 
be contained to those areas. Too much retail development could over saturate the township with that 
type of development, which typically does not contribute much in the way of tax dollars. 

Because of the exis\ng roadways in this area it may be be[er able to absorb the added traffic that this 
type of development would generate. Addi\onally, the land iden\fied as suitable for commercial and 
higher density development is located along the Northeast and Northwest sec\ons of the Township. The 
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remainder of the North Corridor Sec\on should be reserved for single family residences and agricultural 
produc\on. 

 

BALTIMORE 

The Township will con\nue to work with the independent Village of Bal\more, looking to maximize 
sound development of both the Village and the remainder of the Township. 

REMAINDER OF UNICORPORATED TOWNSHIP SECTION 

The land in the remainder of unincorporated Liberty Township is primarily agricultural in nature. Current 
use is primarily agricultural, with a few areas zoned Rural Residen\al. These uses are in line with current 
zoning in the area. Members of this community have consistently noted their desire to maintain a rural 
environment in the township. This land has been in agricultural produc\on for many years and should so 
con\nue far into the future. This would be a prime area to u\lize farmland preserva\on programs such 
as the Agricultural Easement Purchase Program, offered by the Ohio Department of Agriculture, or a 
Transfer of Development Rights program. 

Subdivisions that maximize open space, use li[le infrastructure and contribute to the rural feel of the 
township should be encouraged in this area and that do not overburden the school systems may be 
considered in this area. 

LAND USE DESCRIPTIONS 

See the Liberty Township Zoning Resolu\on of Fairfield County for complete descrip\ons of the following 
zoning classifica\ons: 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT and AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

PLANNED RESIDENTIAL CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT 

PLANNED RURAL BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT 

SMALL SCALE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

HIGHWAY BUSINESS COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

FLOOD PLAIN OVERLAY 
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All Fairfield County elected officials will run 
unopposed in the March primary election 

Jeff Barron 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette 

December 27, 2024 

LANCASTER − Barring defeat from a write-in candidate, Fairfield County commissioners 
Steve Davis and Dave Levacy will be re-elected to their seats in November's general election. 
That's because no one filed to challenge them in the March 19 primary election. Thursday 
was the filing deadline. 

Davis and Levacy are not running against each other. They are in two separate races. 

All other county elected officials are also running unopposed in the primary. They are 
coroner Leroy Brian Varney, engineer Jeremiah Upp, prosecutor R Kyle Witt, recorder Lisa 
McKenzie, sheriff Alex Lape, treasurer James Bahnsen, clerk of courts Branden Meyer, 
common pleas general division judge Richard Berens and common pleas domestic division 
judge Laura Smith. 
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Voters will also choose an Ohio House 73rd District Representative. Republicans Mike 
Tussey, Austin Beigel and incumbent Jeff LaRe are on the ballot. Jevin Williams is also on 
the ballot for the Democratic primary for that seat. 

Republican Kevin Miller is running unopposed for the Ohio House 69th District 
Representative seat. 

Stark County Republicans Jeff Furr and Athleta Carver are running in the Fifth District 
Court of Appeals. Part of that court's district is Fairfield County. 

There are also five issues on the ballot: 

• A 2.6 mills continuing additional fire department tax levy in Walnut Township. 
• A zoning referendum in Carroll. 
• A 4.5 mills continuing additional tax levy for the Basil Joint Fire District in Baltimore 

and Liberty Township. 
• A five-year .5 mills replacement levy for bridges and roads in Clearcreek Township. 
• A 3.6 mills levy continuing additional fire department levy in Violet Township. 

The ballot also has four local options regarding alcohol sales: 

• Zane Trace Station at 4985 Cincinnati-Zanesville Road, Lancaster, for Sunday beer 
sales off premise. 

• Sheets 813 at 8265 Diley Rd, Pickerington for Sunday sales off premise. 
• Marathon convenience store at 3011 Market St, Rushville, for beer, wine and mixed 

beverages sales on premise. 
• VFW 1380 Chief Tarhe at 1131 Sugar Grove Rd, Lancaster, for Sunday sales on 

premise. 

The voter registration deadline for the primary is Feb. 20 and the elections board must 
certify the primary ballot by Jan. 2. 

The Fairfield County Board of Elections is looking for poll workers of both parties to work 
the primary election. The board is located at 951 Liberty Drive at the Liberty Center. It can 
be reached by phone by calling 740-652-7000. 

jbarron@gannett.com 
740-681-4340 
Twitter: @JeffDBarron 
 01/09/2024 086



01/09/2024 087



01/09/2024 088



01/09/2024 089



01/09/2024 090



01/09/2024 091



01/09/2024 092



01/09/2024 093



01/09/2024 094



01/09/2024 095



01/09/2024 096



01/09/2024 097



01/09/2024 098



01/09/2024 099



01/09/2024 100



01/09/2024 101



01/09/2024 102



01/09/2024 103



01/09/2024 104



01/09/2024 105



01/09/2024 106



01/09/2024 107



01/09/2024 108



01/09/2024 109



01/09/2024 110



01/09/2024 111



  

     
 

 

 

  

  

County Spotlight 
 

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PLANNING FOR GROWTH 
 
Hear from Commissioner Jeff Fix and Violet Township Trustee Lori Sanders as they discuss the 
importance of growth in relation to the Land Use Plan. Click the link below to watch the full video! 
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BILL MCNEER - 25 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 
 
We are celebrating Bill McNeer for 25 years of 
service on the Airport Authority Board! The 
Airport Authority Board's mission is to be a 
safe and business-friendly airport in order to 
promote economic growth and increased 
aviation job opportunities in the area. Bill's 
term with the board will end on December 31 
and he will not be seeking reappointment. 
Thank you for 25 years of commitment to the 
airport, Bill! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2024 GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
 
The Board of Fairfield County Commissioners recently approved the county expenditure budget 
for 2024. The 2024 general fund budget, which covers expenditures for daily operations of 
county services, was approved at $62.94 million. This is an approximate 8% decrease from the 
current budget, which included several one-time capital projects, such as the Workforce Center 
and other capital improvements. Read the full press release on our website here. 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME MAYOR MCDANIEL 
 
Mayor Scheffler will be retiring as mayor of 
Lancaster at the end of his term, and Don McDaniel 
will be welcomed as the new mayor. Don is the 
former city police chief and current city at-large 
council member. He graduated from Lancaster High 
School in 1980 and served in the United States 
Marine Corps for four years. After the Marine Corps, Don spent thirty years with the Lancaster 
Police Department, retiring as Chief of Police in 2017. We look forward to welcoming Don as 
mayor and seeing the positive contributions he makes in our community. 

 

 

The Board of Commissioners recently presented a 
proclamation to recognize the retirement of Mayor 
Scheffler and Paul Martin, Service Safety Director, from 
the City of Lancaster. We are thankful for their service to 
our community and the citizens of Lancaster and wish 
them continued success and fortune as they enter their 
well-deserved retirement. 

 

 

 

Community Corner 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
There are so many wonderful volunteer opportunities in Fairfield County! Here are some ways 
that you can give your time this season: 
 

• Provide a meal for the 24 residents at Lutheran Social Services.  
• Volunteer on the Fairfield County active build site for Habitat for Humanity.  
• Become a Big with Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Southeastern Ohio.  
• Assist the elderly in our community with Meals on Wheels of Fairfield County  
• Donate items to The Lighthouse.  
• Volunteer with United Way of Fairfield County.  

 
These are only a few ways that you can volunteer and donate this holiday season. If there is an 
organization you're passionate about, we encourage you to reach out directly to see how you 
can help. 

 

  
 

 
 

 

UNITED WAY POLAR PLUNGE 
 
United Way of Fairfield County is hosting their 
10th annual Polar Plunge at Buckeye Lake from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on January 28! Check out this 
photo from the Fairfield County Sheriff's Office 
from last year's plunge. If you're looking to dive 
into the thrill, register today. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT OF FAMILY AND 
CHILDREN FIRST COUNCIL 
 
We were proud to recognize Carrie Woody on 
December 5 for her service as President of the 
Family and Children First Council Executive 
Committee! We look forward to welcoming 
Jeannette Curtis, Director of Fairfield County 
211, as the incoming President of Family and 
Children First Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON WITH AUNIE: ANNA TOBIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MEALS ON 
WHEELS 
 
Have you watched On with Aunie? On with Aunie is our newest video series, where County 
Administrator Aundrea (Aunie) Cordle interviews community members. Join us for episode 5 as 
we dive into the heart of the holiday season with Anna Tobin, Executive Director of Meals on 
Wheels of Fairfield County, Inc.! Discover the vital services Meals on Wheels provides for 
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seniors during this season and learn how we can all make a difference together. If you are 
interested in learning more about Meals on Wheels, visit their website here. 

 

 

 

Fairfield Forward 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
We want to take a moment to thank our 
community for their feedback thus far on 
the comprehensive plan. The County team 
has spent the last two months meeting 
with the villages and townships 
individually. This has allowed us to garner 
feedback directly from those impacted, 
and address any concerns proactively. We 
recently met with Bloom Township and 
have enjoyed meeting with villages and 
townships. You can view the full 
comprehensive plan here. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CCAO WINTER CONFERENCE: FAIRFIELD COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSIT 
 
During their winter conference, the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO) 
highlighted “Innovative County Programs”. In addition to a presentation by Hamilton County 
Commissioner Alicia Reece, Fairfield County Commissioner Steve Davis was asked to present 
on the future of public transit in Fairfield County. Public transit is a lifeline for millions of 
Americans, connecting them to people, places, and possibilities. Fairfield County is working with 
the City of Lancaster to expand public transit for the citizens of Fairfield County. The City of 
Lancaster has agreed in principle to transfer governance of the public transit system to Fairfield 
County.  

 

01/09/2024 115

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l0tFOYYCQHFItt6I-gMC__FWtq7UyCE4jGkqpoLHXD448Gxefp3xaQpWcA2dbtV27UjTABWVaSmhXxBCxs1tdGx4f-UeScvWq--riYioyKqN4RZmFpLuuIhKVV_50rb3hvhELo5ahCI=&c=KDpPpf2FVdLsXg10vf3Ef_kM1GZb3Dp0t-juIuoy2-UoME7MjtT_zg==&ch=i9ypJLvN3SJ8JvWvQvkSErKhndf0_YPNs3TYHvLS2d52aoAtjQTsww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l0tFOYYCQHFItt6I-gMC__FWtq7UyCE4jGkqpoLHXD448Gxefp3xacUl41I5ijYfxdn9JOEi_ijcCWM8DsZLERZbOOo64hOtQJhKM6RNdfTc1M9Hqu3JOWP7DKyqibes0taSkvgiDMiHXbG470UszVVUIJ_O-WxrNtpmHuFPhl7v-T5mCNatO6gRCw4qTlfPwOR944EcpgQpeG9DrO5_oy60j2vxNoQH&c=KDpPpf2FVdLsXg10vf3Ef_kM1GZb3Dp0t-juIuoy2-UoME7MjtT_zg==&ch=i9ypJLvN3SJ8JvWvQvkSErKhndf0_YPNs3TYHvLS2d52aoAtjQTsww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l0tFOYYCQHFItt6I-gMC__FWtq7UyCE4jGkqpoLHXD448Gxefp3xaQpWcA2dbtV2kaqDzzxOBX8X0d_WSC37mRT6W_STbrWo1NQ8rTTZ1DKAf5puKXwDt7UIgKpSamNk2ehssB-6B_Z6OI6psVDwSQ==&c=KDpPpf2FVdLsXg10vf3Ef_kM1GZb3Dp0t-juIuoy2-UoME7MjtT_zg==&ch=i9ypJLvN3SJ8JvWvQvkSErKhndf0_YPNs3TYHvLS2d52aoAtjQTsww==


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ENGINEER AND COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
The Fairfield County Engineer and commissioners held viewings and hearings for eight areas 
around the county. They sought feedback from the community regarding improvements that 
could be made to roads/culverts/multi-use paths. The engineer's office will compile the feedback 
and see what is deemed necessary for improvement. 

 

 
 

 

UNITED WAY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY - DOLLY'S IMAGINATION LIBRARY 
 
United Way of Fairfield County does so much for our community - but one of the programs that 
they are passionate about is their collaboration with Dolly's Imagination Library. The 
commissioners recently granted federal funds toward Dolly's Imagination Library to support early 
childhood literacy. The funds will allow the program to reach more children in Fairfield County. 
You can visit the United Way of Fairfield County website or watch the video below to learn more 
today. 
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ROAD CLOSURES AND UPCOMING PROJECTS 
 
Stay up-to-date on the latest road closures and upcoming projects on the Engineer's page using 
the link below. 

 

Engineer Page  
 

 

 

 

 

WORKFORCE STUDY 
 
Read the Area 20 Strategic Workforce Analysis and Economy Recovery Plan below. 

Workforce Analysis  
 

 

Important Dates & Events 
 

  

Mark your calendars for these important dates in the county! 
 
Commissioner Meeting - The first meeting of 2024 will be held at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
January 9. 
 
Office Closures 
December 22 - County Offices Close at Noon 
 
December 25 - County Offices Closed for Christmas 
 
January 1 - County Offices Closed for New Year 

  

Your County Commissioners 
 

  

   

01/09/2024 117

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l0tFOYYCQHFItt6I-gMC__FWtq7UyCE4jGkqpoLHXD448Gxefp3xacUl41I5ijYff-GEBuMQmGfWc-Mo2HgZlVoXb1XquKVjpqz4TDmkriNOf1_zNF0KaqV855dhiJrxepIex8j4icCqSy6fmAL9cdB3t-fu3CCbALIXdTuZ-FA=&c=KDpPpf2FVdLsXg10vf3Ef_kM1GZb3Dp0t-juIuoy2-UoME7MjtT_zg==&ch=i9ypJLvN3SJ8JvWvQvkSErKhndf0_YPNs3TYHvLS2d52aoAtjQTsww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l0tFOYYCQHFItt6I-gMC__FWtq7UyCE4jGkqpoLHXD448Gxefp3xaTmrtWcYZ4KsQLEKTRYK_woqfMW1N2wKGB6JPJpz7eHDL8w9DLasuIJdYveEnQ9km2HxpCgPucgUXsvYh9fQYKBsZTCCWosaZH58_XvngcyUzTlhRhbBt-pt-CNsDu5hm07qV62Hc80ky26YyN4O2DPLh9m1bvi3d_J3wkFcq-LLQyicPxJqGZUP0VETn63cPaP6QnO7PhpXb06jWKrCgGfJ3kFj8MxBBQP1maJLEiCI&c=KDpPpf2FVdLsXg10vf3Ef_kM1GZb3Dp0t-juIuoy2-UoME7MjtT_zg==&ch=i9ypJLvN3SJ8JvWvQvkSErKhndf0_YPNs3TYHvLS2d52aoAtjQTsww==


Steve Davis 

 

David L. Levacy 

 

Jeff Fix 
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Welcome to the December 2023 Imagine Newsletter 
 

 

 

The holiday season is a magical time of year for 
many. But let’s be honest, it can also be a bit 
stressful. It’s important to take time to slow 
down and remember why we’re celebrating and 
then share the joy with loved ones. Count your 
blessings, sing your Christmas carols, and 
enjoy time with others. May your season be full 
of light and laughter for you and your family. 
 
From all of us here at Fairfield DD, Happy Holidays! May the coming year be 
filled with great opportunities and successes!  
 
-David 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Vibrant Community Connection 
 

 

  

Using Technology for Independence 
 

Teresa Hall loves art and painting. In her 
workroom, her landscapes hang on many of the 
walls. A few years ago, when Teresa learned she 
was losing sight in her right eye, she was 
determined to do what she could to maintain her 
hobbies and her independence. She is meeting 
this goal with the help of technology.    
Read how Teresa is using technology to maintain 
her independence. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Meaningful Contributions 
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Fairfield County was 
represented at the Ohio 
Association of County 
Boards Annual Awards 
Banquet during their Annual 
Convention. Kito Monkem 
received the Direct Support 
Professional of the Year 
Award. Through his 
exceptional resilience, 
grace, and passion, the 
person he works with was 
able to become active in his 
community and take part in opportunities for growth over the past two years. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Community Partnership Corner 
 

 

  

First Responder Crisis Intervention Training 
 

Last month, Fairfield DD partnered 
with the ADAMH Board and Fairfield 
Medical Center to provide training for 
first responders on the diverse ways 
people might communicate, 
especially when in a stressful 
situation. 
  
Lori Ferbrache, Assistive Technology 
Coordinator, provided examples of low and high-tech ways people may 
communicate. Dean Rallof, Behavior Support Coordinator, discussed 
strategies that can be used by first responders to help them interact with 
those who do not use verbal words to communicate. This training is important 
for first responders so they can better recognize and understand peoples' 
responses, which may be different from their own. It better equips them to 
provide the needed support when they are on the job.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

The Gift of Time 
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Fairfield DD participated in the annual Gift of 
Time event sponsored by the Fairfield County 
Early Childhood Association. This event 
invites families to spend time together during 
the holiday season and was hosted at 
Lancaster High School. Families chose from 
various stations that had holiday activities 
and crafts to enjoy.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  

Fairfield DD Feature Department 
 

 

  

Early Intervention (also known as EI) is for infants 
and toddlers, birth to age 3, with a developmental 
delay or disability. Fairfield DD’s EI team, led by 
Jenna Trager, work with families to determine 
their routines and priorities. From there, they 
provide coaching suggestions to add into their 
normal day to foster the child’s growth and 
development. Our team works with families and 
children in familiar places, with tools the family 
already has, and with people the child spends 
time with. These services are provided at home or 
out in the community based on the child and family's needs. 
 
In addition to individual services, the team holds several family community 
events throughout the year. These are designed to foster growth and learning, 
through playing with others. It also serves as a place families and caregivers 
can connect with others. Families and children benefit from early intervention 
by working on developmental goals that empower the family and child at an 
early age. This impact has a lasting effect as the child starts school and 
throughout their life.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Upcoming Events 
 

 

  

Tuesday, December 19, 2023 6:00pm - 7:40pm 
Winter Bird Feeding 101 of feeding our fine feathered friends as the months 
grow colder with Ohio State University Extension at the Fairfield 
County District Library. 
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Click here to register 
 

Wednesday, December 20, 2023 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
Join us for holiday ornament making and pictures with the Grinch! Sign up 
and come anytime between 4pm and 6pm at Combustion in Pickerington. 
Click here to register 

 

Sunday, December 31, 2023 10:00pm - 1:00am 
Ring in 2024 with the annual Glass Town Countdown in the heart of 
downtown Lancaster! Spend time celebrating throughout downtown, then join 
us at 10pm to 1am for a street party in Zane Square. 
Click here for more information 

 

Friday, January 19, 2024 4:00pm - 5:50pm 
The Pickerington Public Library is excited to announce that we have been 
selected to receive a National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Big Read grant! 
Join us at 4:00 p.m. for the Kick-off to pick up free copies of four titles 
selected for the program. At 4:30 p.m., attend a presentation by Dreams on 
Horseback to learn about their equine therapy programs, and at 5:00 p.m. 
meet their miniature therapy horses!  
Click here for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

www.fairfielddd.com 
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From the Desk of  
County Auditor Carri Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

The holiday season and the end of another year is upon us. We are incredibly grateful to have served 
the Fairfield County community throughout the year, and look forward to many great things in 2024. 
 
We have been enjoying some holiday cheer at the Auditor's Office, which you will read more about 
below. In this edition of Auditor's Ledger, we share a reminder about dog tag licensing and our virtual 
dog show. We also wish Randy Carter farewell as he joins a new role in Fairfield County. And, we 
celebrate Carter Corcoran for his recent certification. We also share information about the effect of 
development on assessed valuation, which we hope you find helpful. Additionally, please be sure to 
take the opportunity to vote on your favorite map from this year! You can read more in the article 
below. 

 

If you missed a previous issue of our newsletter, you will find all of them posted online. We 
encourage you to visit our websites for ongoing updates and important information: 
 

• General County Auditor Information 
• Real Estate Assessment Information 

 
On behalf of our team at the Auditor's Office, we wish each of you a joyful holiday season and the 
best of new beginnings for the year ahead. Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  

 

 
Kindest regards, 

 

  

Carri Brown, PhD, MBA, CGFM 
County Auditor 

 
 

  

News From the Auditor's Office 
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The Effect of Development on Assessed Valuation 

What is the effect of development on assessed valuation? To 
answer that question, one needs to first consider how valuation is 
based on the market.  Another consideration is if the question is 
posed regarding the effect on an individual property or the effect 
on the overall aggregate assessed valuation.   
 
Looking at an individual property, if development is a variable 
that would increase the marketability of a property, it is possible, 
especially over time, that the valuation would increase. There 
would be neighboring or comparable sales that would support the 
increase as a part of the codified triennial and sexennial 
updates. However, development could make a property less 
marketable. There would be data to support the case, as well.  
 
Also, in a market where demand for properties exceeds supply, the fair market value of properties 
tend to increase. When supply exceeds demand, the opposite tends to occur. In this regard, 
development has an impact. An increase in the supply of housing, for example, could result in smaller 
increases in market values, even while demand continues to exceed supply. 
 
Changes of valuation are driven by the market. Data about the market reveal the price at which a 
property would change hands between a willing buyer and a willing seller, neither being under any 
compulsion to buy or to sell and both having reasonable knowledge of relevant facts.  
 
From an aggregate perspective, development in any year is termed “new construction.” New 
construction adds to the overall valuation. It typically exceeds any reductions of properties in the 
Central Ohio area. In Fairfield County, new construction was assessed at over $100 million in 2023, 
for the tax year of 2024. The assessed valuation overall increased about the same amount. 
 
Keep in mind that property taxes are ad valorem or based on value. Increases in valuation do not 
result in one-for-one increases in taxes, as there are other factors to consider, such as reduction factors 
that are calculated by the state and what has been approved by voters. The majority of property taxes 
are the result of voted levies.  
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Dog Tag Season Reminder 

The Fairfield County Auditor’s Office is accepting 
dog tag licensing applications and renewals now 
through January 31, 2024. The office will be hosting a 
virtual dog show on its website during this time. The 
Ohio Revised Code requires all dogs over the age of 
three months to have a dog tag. Dog tags also serve an 
important role in helping return lost dogs to their 
homes and rightful owners. 
 
Tags can be purchased for one year, three years, or 
the lifetime of the dog by visiting the Auditor’s Office 
or online through our website. There are also several 
satellite locations, listed on the website, that sell one-year licenses.    

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

  

Map of the Year - Don't Forget to Vote!  

We’ve had a great response to our Map of the Month program, and we want to know which map is 
your favorite! Vote for your favorite map of 2023 here and check the January 2024 newsletter to find 
out who won. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

Ugly Sweaters from our Staff! 
 
Merry Christmas from our ugly Christmas sweater 
clan! Our staff's sweaters really speak to their 
interests and/or personalities. We love to have 
some holiday fun together!  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

01/09/2024 125

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019INP-xK_gSAUQKBUFHpzqiShiWUbXFSNQfUiXGdQdQAQJmDwdOFA_FPjsQyGkFzLCq9ok1yOXFwriP_ZXsbJ_y2X_Q4FAFBVHFHPMvU1ft6J1oTElHK5Ab_MvtQOWRHpZfrBmj9MK6RnkSJhaXEJg_2U138NAw-a-kkU8300RTI=&c=LRhH9DDfbMfSwwnPg_jJmQnEJGsU9cEp7R0JLuyzz897tRNHo1-FXg==&ch=dxd5pmy7_7cgTMHnFGB1CkOkZoiy4KFCuAsan8omrHq5F9NQTB5eiA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019INP-xK_gSAUQKBUFHpzqiShiWUbXFSNQfUiXGdQdQAQJmDwdOFA_IcZOGOBzMfvOY8Ie7_AMNNOV0I5iqUFL5tkJX39yfzOUAP3BrY0w4ErqWjvqekOPhj4lkRM5GjnEeMikjxzl_1UN9-c1qucRqq_VwT-1mi4TX3CvzJAHJvakeED5tCI7x0wPKylAMtWOmMmJblTj2A8zjHn95GPtdJW8X3Bx3TyNledCcNWgajG4-iV-xCHhOb3KrBLmDUi70LCiKtTA_6L_zvdl-1mR-iVgfGjLS6zYpA66zEw5ZM=&c=LRhH9DDfbMfSwwnPg_jJmQnEJGsU9cEp7R0JLuyzz897tRNHo1-FXg==&ch=dxd5pmy7_7cgTMHnFGB1CkOkZoiy4KFCuAsan8omrHq5F9NQTB5eiA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019INP-xK_gSAUQKBUFHpzqiShiWUbXFSNQfUiXGdQdQAQJmDwdOFA_BLUdqdbPbd3-t9UGNZbUTp1leW8dcPNv2iWwqyRXcutfLPe6Oi7E0q4Bc5_Ds8HnCXEsFy11N__wk9C5zYB_myTKco6Ygpsb-nR9WXAmAJhfVUWxoeVS9epmhrdFjqZfJI5i2_D7JFUcCz0eScRkjuN4kg1klLC8S-n5MI32i8jtl18ynLYxt0LkqalnUSFPD0Z-52tqv4x2ESflcztw733JAbkrDYOdzxxjUj_4jZ4TnHE5Wx7O3ALqBRTMTOQo3Q54ZN0AxY2rX2OkLobyimbCrbhZyNOv4Uj-saN5S6eLujJM-6AYbBR-Th8SiOavTDFlosXNRiayZ_S9sozvaTvd-Lc8pU9LCb5QhP6kdjtO4XZcNmnufcZK_hSfjCofGy1aDZGWqFbHlLJ3KavqtmQeGG-i96jW6Exc5gY7ruJxFl7CS2rutChH4Dq1x7e6pd1NnjFYYibJlN1Fyu55CY=&c=LRhH9DDfbMfSwwnPg_jJmQnEJGsU9cEp7R0JLuyzz897tRNHo1-FXg==&ch=dxd5pmy7_7cgTMHnFGB1CkOkZoiy4KFCuAsan8omrHq5F9NQTB5eiA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019INP-xK_gSAUQKBUFHpzqiShiWUbXFSNQfUiXGdQdQAQJmDwdOFA_IcZOGOBzMfvOY8Ie7_AMNNOV0I5iqUFL5tkJX39yfzOUAP3BrY0w4ErqWjvqekOPhj4lkRM5GjnEeMikjxzl_1UN9-c1qucRqq_VwT-1mi4TX3CvzJAHJvakeED5tCI7x0wPKylAMtWOmMmJblTj2A8zjHn95GPtdJW8X3Bx3TyNledCcNWgajG4-iV-xCHhOb3KrBLmDUi70LCiKtTA_6L_zvdl-1mR-iVgfGjLS6zYpA66zEw5ZM=&c=LRhH9DDfbMfSwwnPg_jJmQnEJGsU9cEp7R0JLuyzz897tRNHo1-FXg==&ch=dxd5pmy7_7cgTMHnFGB1CkOkZoiy4KFCuAsan8omrHq5F9NQTB5eiA==


 

 

  

Carter's Certification 
 
Congratulations to Carter, one of our Weights & Measures Inspectors, on successfully 
completing the Weights & Measures Inspector Personnel Ohio Training Program. Carter was 
presented with his certificate at this year's Weights and Measures Conference at the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Virtual Dog Show 
 
December and January are dog license season, which 
means our virtual dog show is back! Send us a photo of 
your fur baby (or angel fur baby) and we'll add them to 
the show.  
 
Send submissions to 
rachel.elsea@fairfieldcountyohio.gov. View all the 
entries here. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Advent Window Walk 
 
Don't miss the 2023 Advent Window Walk. Click here for an 
interactive map and list of homes participating. Auditor 
Brown's home is featured on the 8th night, with the Christmas 
carol theme "Ding! Dong! Merrily on High"  
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Farewell, Randy!  
 
We're saying farewell and best wishes to Randy Carter, who 
is joining the Engineer as IT Administrator. Congratulations 
on your new role, Randy!  
 
Read the full press release here.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Did you know we have over 3,000 followers across 
our four social media platforms? If you’re not one of 
those 3,000, you should join and follow! 
 

• LinkedIn 
• Facebook   
• Instagram 
• Twitter 
• YouTube 

 

Resources 
 

 

  
 

  

  

Public Records Requests 

The mode, median, and average response time for public records 
requests to the County Auditor’s Office is within one day. If you 
have a request, please contact Rachel Elsea at 
rachel.elsea@fairfieldcountyohio.gov.  
 
Frequently Used Forms 
 
Most of the County Auditor forms can be found on our website. 
Special thanks go out to Angel Horn, Deputy Auditor, for 
updating our vendor forms.  

Search Forms 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  
 

  

 

December Dates of Interest 
 

• 1 – Dog Tag Registration 
Begins 

• 22 – Christmas Eve: 
Offices Close at Noon 

• 25 – Christmas Day: 
Offices Closed 

 

 

 

January 7 - Appraisers Appreciation Day  
 
January 8 - Board of Revision 
Reorganization Meeting  
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• 31 – Homestead Deadline 
(current year & late 
application) 

 
January Dates of Interest 
 

• 1 – New Years Day: 
Offices Closed 

• 16 – Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day: Offices Closed 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

Fairfield County Auditor's Office | Website  
 

 

 

     

    

   

Fairfield County Auditor's Office | 108 North High Street, Lancaster, OH 43130  

Unsubscribe rochelle.menningen@fairfieldcountyohio.gov  

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice  

Sent by rachel.elsea@fairfieldcountyohio.gov powered by  
 

 
Try email marketing for free today!  
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Fairfield County commissioners to stress 
transportation, housing and workforce in 
2024 
Solar fields may also become an issue this year for Fairfield County 
commissioners 

Jeff Barron 

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette 
January 7, 2024 

LANCASTER − Look for the Fairfield County Board of Commission to focus on housing, 
workforce training and transportation this year. Commissioners Dave Levacy, Steve 
Davis and Jeff Fix said all three are related to helping more people find jobs. 

Levacy and Davis are running unopposed for re-election in the March primary and 
November general election, barring write-in candidates. They are in two separate 
elections and are not running against each other. 

Fix is not up for re-election until 2026. 

Here is a look at what the three commissioners see for 2024: 

DAVE LEVACY 

Levacy said the beginning of a new year is not a time for the commissioners to change 
course on issues like housing, transportation and job creation. 

He said the land use plan the county is working on is part of that strategy. 
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The county wants to update its 2018 comprehensive development plan, which is where 
the current plan came from. The county is working with a company called Planning 
NEXT on the new plan. Fix previously said trying to figure out where to place housing, 
industry, retail and more is the purpose of the plan. He said local villages and townships 
can use the plan however they see fit and that nothing is forced on them. 

Levacy said finding affordable housing can be a barrier to those seeking employment 
because of housing costs. He said the land use plan addresses that issue in a meaningful 
way, but that township trustees make the final decisions on land use. 

 

The possibility of companies developing solar fields has been a topic of discussion at the 
weekly commission meetings. Members of the public have mostly been opposed to 
them. Levacy said Eastern Cottontails plan for a solar field in Walnut Township is the 
most advanced. But no company has applied to the Ohio Power Siting Board to build 
one yet. 

"There's two parts to that story," Levacy said. "You don't want to lose the farmland. The 
other aspect is 'I don't want to look at it. I don't want to see it. I don't want to look out 
my door and look at it.' Now I can understand that. 

"But the third thing is property rights. How do you deal with that and tell somebody 
they can't do with their property the way they wish? That doesn't mean I'm on one side 
or the other of that issue. You just have to consider all of these things." 
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STEVE DAVIS 

Davis said the commission's most important job is acting as the funding authority for all 
county operations. 

"What we should focus on in 2024 is our fiscal situation, which is very positive right 
now," he said. "We're in good shape for as far as we can reasonably forecast. But when 
you look beyond that five-year period where we forecast, I think there's trouble out 
there in the trajectories of revenue and expense in maybe that seventh or eighth year." 

 

Therefore, Davis said the commissioners should start preparing for that now to alleviate 
any financial trouble then if expenses exceed revenue. 

"We can make small moves now that will have a compounding effect over the next six or 
seven years," he said. "And if we're smart right now we can avoid that trouble that I 
think is looming out there in the years beyond our ability to accurately forecast." 

Davis said the county should expend some of its cash now to reduce future costs. That 
includes buying properties it's now renting, like the commissioners want to do with 
the Colonnade medical building on Sheridan Drive. 

Davis said the county should also examine its "heavy, heavy reliance on electricity." He 
said the county may spend around $3 million on electricity this year. Therefore, Davis 
said the county many need to get better heating and cooling systems for its buildings or 
better insulate them. 
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Regarding energy, Davis said if a solar company were to be approved later this year, 
there could be some activity as early as 2025. But he said he's not pre-ordaining the 
approval process. 

"I'm still wanting more evidence on both sides," Davis said. "That's what I think the 
power siting process should be about is gathering that evidence so that we can make a 
good decision for Fairfield County." 

JEFF FIX 

Fix said the county is in as good a financial situation as it's ever been. He said that 
allows the commissioners to pursue the housing and development projects they want, 
along with workforce development and transportation issues. 

"It's all tied to trying to provide opportunities for people who live in our county and 
businesses that want to be here," Fix said. "If we can have those good skilled-trade jobs 
created here and train people to fill those jobs and find them a reasonable place to live 
and way to get to work and back, then I feel like we're making a pretty significant impact 
on the county." 

 

On the transportation front, the county will take over the Lancaster-Fairfield Public 
Transit System from the city in July. 

Fix is also instrumental in the county developing the land use plan. There were some 
public meetings on the plan last year, and Fix said there will be more this year. 
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Fix said the land use plan is a way to help combat poverty in the county, which is a 
priority he's talked about for a couple years or so now. 

"It's about figuring out how to build more homes that are reasonable in cost," he said. 
"How to locate businesses in places that make the most sense. How to protect the 
farmland and how to make sure that the taxpayers aren't footing the bill for all this. 
That's all the land use plan." 

jbarron@gannett.com 

740-681-4340 

Twitter: @JeffDBarron 

 

01/09/2024 149



REGULAR MEETING #1 - 2024
FAIRFIELD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE

JANUARY 09, 2024

AGENDA FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 09, 2024

 

9:00 AM Review 

9:15 AM Hearing for Violet Township New Community Authority 

Regular Meeting 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Announcements 

Approval of Minutes for December 12, 2023 

Approval of Minutes for January 8, 2024, Reorganization Meeting 

Commissioners 

2024-01.09.a A resolution authorizing the amendments to five existing 2006 land use 
restriction agreements, and matters related thereto.  [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.b A resolution amending resolution 2023-11.07.a, which established the 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners’ 2024 Review Session and Regular 
Meeting Dates, and Special Meeting Dates, and the times and locations for those 
meeting dates. [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.c A resolution to approve to reduce appropriations for the CDBG Critical 
Infrastructure Grant FY2022, Fund# 2788, Subfund# 8317. 
 [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.d A resolution authorizing fund to fund transfers for intergovernmental 
agencies for 2024 Allocations.  [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.e A resolution authorizing 2024 Allocations for Fairfield Area Humane 
Society, Lancaster Public Transit, & Fairfield County Municipal Court.  
[Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.f A resolution authorizing fund to fund transfers for Fairfield County Job and 
Family Services (JFS), 1st Quarter 2024 Allocation.  [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.g A resolution authorizing fund to fund transfer from the General Fund # 
1001 to Fund# 4832 LGIF debt – Fairfield County Commissioners 
[Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.h A resolution authorizing a fund to fund transfer to the Fairfield County 
Family Adult Children First Council for Multi-Youth Committee, 1st payment for 
the 2024 Allocation  [Commissioners] 
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2024-01.09.i A resolution to approve a memo expense for interest allocation 
reimbursements for Fairfield Department of Health, Fairfield County Parks, & Fairfield 
County Port Authority – Fund #7012, #7321, #7308, & #7865.  [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.j A resolution authorizing fund to fund transfers for intergovernmental 
agencies for the 1st half 2024 Allocations.  [Commissioners] 

2024-01.09.k A resolution to approve the establishment of the Violet Township New 
Community Authority under Ohio Revised Code 349.03 and 349.04.   [Commissioners] 

Fairfield County Auditor- Finance 

2024-01.09.l A resolution granting the Fairfield County Auditor, Dr. Carri Brown, and 
Auditor's staff, permission to travel and attend during 2024.  [Auditor- Finance] 

Fairfield County Clerk of Courts- Legal Division 

2024-01.09.m A resolution granting the Fairfield County Clerk of Courts, Branden C. 
Meyer, and Clerk of Courts' staff, permission to travel and attend during 2024.  
[Clerk of Courts- Legal] 

Fairfield County Court of Common Pleas 

2024-01.09.n A resolution to appropriate from unappropriated in a major expenditure 
object category Fairfield County Common Pleas FY21 TCAP Grant 2852 [Common 
Pleas Court] 

Fairfield County Dog Shelter 

2024-01.09.o A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund 2002.  [Dog Shelter] 

Fairfield County Emergency Management Agency 

2024-01.09.p A resolution to approve the 2024 Fairfield County Emergency Operations 
Plan and signing of the Promulgation Statement. [EMA] 

2024-01.09.q A resolution authorizing the approval of final repayment of an advance to 
the General Fund from EMA 2890 Hazardous Materials Emergency Grant 
Fund.  [EMA] 

2024-01.09.r A resolution to request for appropriations for receipts and cash advance 
for EMA Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Grant Fund 2898  [EMA] 

2024-01.09.s A resolution to request for appropriations for receipts for EMA Central 
Ohio Trauma System Grant Award Fund 2090 and advance (8221) [EMA] 

Fairfield County Engineer 

2024-01.09.t A resolution granting Jeremiah Upp, County Engineer, and staff 
permission to attend.

 [Engineer] 

2024-01.09.u A resolution to approve the Annual County Highway System Mileage 
Certification for 2023. [Engineer] 

2024-01.09.v A resolution to approve a Change Order for the WAL-31, FAI-CR11-3.211 
Canal Road Bridge Replacement Project. [Engineer] 

01/09/2024 151

http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16968&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17051&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16630&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=16731&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17043&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17035&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17024&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17005&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17025&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17028&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17006&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17034&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17010&type=resolution
http:///Services/Downloads.ashx?id=17007&type=resolution


2024-01.09.w A resolution to authorize the use of a Force Account by the Fairfield 
County Engineer [Engineer] 

2024-01.09.x A resolution of increase appropriations, appropriate from unappropriate, 
account to account and fund to fund transfer for CLE-12 Bridge Replacement 
Project
 [Engineer] 

2024-01.09.y A resolution of increase appropriations, appropriate from unappropriate, 
account to account and fund to fund transfer for WAL-31 Bridge Replacement 
Project [Engineer] 

2024-01.09.z A resolution to request for appropriations for additional unanticipated 
receipts of memo receipts and memo expenses for fund 3434 GRE-13 Bridge 
Replacement Project [Engineer] 

Fairfield County Facilities 

2024-01.09.aa A resolution to sign a Contract with Veregy, and the Fairfield County 
Commissioners for building automation and HVAC control [Facilities] 

2024-01.09.bb A Resolution Authorizing the Approval for Amendment No. 3 to a Contract 
between VPL Architects, Inc., and the Fairfield County Commissioners  [Facilities] 

Fairfield County Job and Family Services 

2024-01.09.cc A resolution to approve a memo receipt and expenditure for Fairfield 
County Job & Family Services, Fund 2072 reimbursing Fund 2018 [JFS] 

2024-01.09.dd A resolution to approve a memo receipt and expenditure for Fairfield 
County Job & Family Services, Fund 2015 reimbursing Fund 2018 [JFS] 

2024-01.09.ee A resolution to approve an E-payment services application between Point 
and Pay, LLC and Fairfield County Job and Family Services.   [JFS] 

Fairfield County Juvenile/Probate Court 

2024-01.09.ff A resolution authorizing the approval of a contract by and between 
Fairfield County Probate Court and the Fairfield County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities (DD Board)
(Probate Court)
 [Juvenile/Probate Court] 

2024-01.09.gg A resolution authorizing the approval of a service contract by Fairfield 
County Juvenile Court and The Village Network. [Juvenile/Probate Court] 

2024-01.09.hh A Resolution Authorizing the Reduction in Major Expenditure Object 
Category Appropriations for Fund # 2481, Juvenile Recovery Fund
[Juvenile Court] 

 [Juvenile/Probate Court] 

2024-01.09.ii A Resolution Authorizing the Reduction in Major Expenditure Object 
Category Appropriations for Fund # 2641, Title IV-E Fund
[Juvenile Court] 
 
[Juvenile/Probate Court] 

2024-01.09.jj A Resolution to Appropriate from Unappropriated in a Major Expenditure 
Object Category for Juvenile Court;  #2408 Drug Court Program Sub Fund 
#8209
[Juvenile Court]
 [Juvenile/Probate Court] 

Lancaster-Fairfield Community Action Agency 
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2024-01.09.kk A resolution to enter into a contract between Fairfield County and the 
Lancaster-Fairfield Community Action Agency for Recycling and Education Services for 2024. 
[Community Action] 

Fairfield County Prosecutor 

2024-01.09.ll A resolution to appropriate from unappropriated in a major expenditure 
object category Commissioner Allocation for FOJ - Prosecutor Allowance  
21105000 590100. [Prosecutor] 

Fairfield County Recorder 

2024-01.09.mm A resolution granting the Fairfield County Recorder, Lisa McKenzie, and 
the Recorder's staff, permission to travel and attend during 2024.  [Recorder] 

Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission 

2024-01.09.nn A resolution to approve a development agreement for the Stone Hill 
Estates subdivision.  [Regional Planning Commission] 

Fairfield County Sheriff 

2024-01.09.oo  A Resolution for approval of an Agreement between Carbyne and the 
Fairfield County Sheriff’s Office  [Sheriff] 

Fairfield County Treasurer 

2024-01.09.pp A resolution granting the Fairfield County Treasurer, James Bahnsen, and 
Treasurer's staff, permission to travel and attend during 2024.  [Treasurer] 

Payment of Bills 

2024-01.09.qq A resolution authorizing the approval of payment of invoices for 
departments that need Board of Commissioners’ approval.  [Commissioners] 

The next Regular Meeting is scheduled for January 16, 2024, 9:00 
a.m. 

Executive Session to Discuss Personnel Related Matters, 10:00 
a.m. 

Adjourn 
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Review Meeting

The Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room located at 210 E. 
Main St., Lancaster, OH. Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order with the following 
Commissioners present: Steve Davis, Dave Levacy, and Jeff Fix. Also present: County 
Administrator Aundrea Cordle; Deputy County Administrator Jeff Porter; Clerk Rochelle 
Menningen; Communications & Information Coordinator Bennett Niceswanger; Recorder Lisa 
McKenzie; Treasurer Jim Bahnsen; Auditor Carri Brown; Engineer Jeremiah Up; Chief Civil 
Prosecutor, Amy Brown-Thompson; Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Steven Darnell; Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney, Austin Lines; Facilities and EMA Director, Jon Kochis; Utilities Director, 
Tony Vogel; JFS Director, Corey Clark; City of Lancaster Safety Service Director, Paul Martin; 
Mayor of Lancaster, David Scheffler; Incoming Lancaster City Safety Service Director, Carrie 
Woody; JFS Budget Director, Josh Crawford; IT Director, Dan Neeley; JFS Deputy Director, 
Heather O’Keefe; Real Estate Director, Dave Burgei; CAUV Specialist, Greg Forquer; Real 
Estate Manager, Josh Harper; Appraiser, Noel Sodders; Appraisal Assistant, Crystal Walker; 
Appraisal Assistant, Makayla Finley; United Way Campaign Coordinator, Emily Cordle; 
Economic Development Specialist, Vince Carpico; Mike Fornataro; Mike Crites; PRC Planner, 
Safa Saleh; Ray Stemen; Judy Stemen; Sherry Pymer; Jeanette Curtis; Francis Martin; Chief 
Deputy Treasurer, Michael Kaper; and Nick Bondren.

Virtual attendees: Josh Horacek, Arika Farrar, Lori Hawk, Jeanie Wears, Jessica Murphy, Jeff 
Barron, Michael Kaper, Jason Grubb, Shelby Hunt, Becky, Deb, Alex Alonzo, Belinda 
Nebbergall, Sara Madenwald, Tony Howard, Ashley Arter, Britney Lee, Tony Vogel, Lynette 
Barnhart, Abby King, Park Russell, BGM, Marcy Fields, Jennifer Morgan, Andy Boystel, Greg 
Forquer, and Hodder.

Welcome

Commissioner Davis opened the meeting by welcoming everyone in attendance. 

Recognize Vic Christopher for Serving on RLF Board and Welcome to Linda Sheridan

Mr. Christopher stated the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) has changed over his nine years on the 
board and added that it is county funds that assist county businesses and fill the gap where banks 
may fall short. 

Ms. Sheridan stated that she looks forward to stepping into Mr. Christopher’s role and adding her 
expertise.

Commissioner Davis thanked Mr. Christopher for his service and added that he is appreciative of 
the skillset that both he and Ms. Sheridan brought and will bring to the RLF.

Recognition of Paul Martin and Mayor David Scheffler from the City of Lancaster

Commissioner Davis spoke about the opportunity to express appreciation for individuals that 
partner with the county and congratulated Mayor David Scheffler and Service Safety Director 
Paul Martin on their careers in public service. He also recalled his years spent working with Mr. 
Martin. 

Commssioner Fix thanked Mr. Martin for his years of service and the work he assisted with at 
the Health Department and in other areas of the county.

Commissioner Levacy congratulated Mr. Martin on his career in public service and spoke about 
how he appreciated being able to call Mr. Martin regarding matters in the city. 
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Mr. Martin stated he worked with Commissioner Fix when he lived in Pickerington and has 
appreciated the relationships he has had with each commissioner and looks forward to the future 
of the city and the county. 

Commissioner Davis recalled that Mayor Scheffler’s entry to public service came at a time when 
there was not much trust in government and thanked the mayor for stabilizing the city. 

Commissioner Levacy gave his best wishes to Mayor Scheffler and spoke about his leadership 
and partnerships.

Commissioner Fix stated he was republican party chairman when Mayor Scheffler stepped into 
his role and added that he was most impressed by how well Mayor Scheffler stepped into a 
difficult position. 

Mayor Scheffler thanked everyone for the kind words and added that he believes his success 
would not have been possible without his colleagues and staff. He spoke about the outstanding 
working relationship between the city and the county and pointed out that there are several 
instances around the state where cities and counties are suing one another. The mayor 
complimented the Commissioners for their collaboration with other entities, agencies, and boards 
throughout the county and state. 

Commissioner Davis stated he is looking forward to working with Carrie Woody as she steps 
into her new role with the city of Lancaster. 

Ms. Woody stated she looks forward to continuing working with the Commissioners.

Real Estate Appraisers Appreciation Day

Commissioner Davis spoke about Real Estate Appreciation Day.

Auditor Brown stated she plans to send copies of the proclamation to their partners in private 
industry and added that real estate appraisers are excellent professionals that are aligned with the 
county’s revenue. She introduced some public and private real estate professionals.

Welcome Law Library Board Member, Mike Crites

Commissioners Davis spoke about the quality of members serving on boards and introduced 
Mike Crites. 

Mr. Crites stated he recently retired after forty-four years working for a private law firm. He 
added that he was raised in a family where he was taught that service never stops and looks 
forward to continuing to serve his community. He also stated that his wife was born and raised in 
Lancaster and that they moved back to Lancaster in 2019.

Commissioner Davis stated that he appreciates Mr. Crites’ willingness to serve. 

Commissioner Fix added his appreciation for people who have an area of expertise.

Commissioner Levacy stated that if Mr. Crites finds himself wanting to serve on other county 
boards, they would be happy to find more positions for him. 
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Listen and Learn – Buckeye Lake Region Corporation

Executive Director of the Buckeye Lake Region Corporation (BLRC), Mike Fornataro, presented 
on the tri-county board that addresses items concerning the Buckeye Lake area. Mr. Fornataro 
provided a handout that is available in the minutes along with the projects, goals, and 
achievements of the BLRC. He spoke about a new dredge along the eastern third of the lake, a 
feeder channel owned by ODNR, the “Queen of the Lake” boat, the Independence Day 
celebration, water quality focus groups, and park projects. He added that Buckeye Lake is a 
shared economic engine and spoke about the cooperation and weekly calls with the 
Commissioners from all three counties surrounding the lake.

Commissioner Davis stated that it is not uncommon for the commissioners to focus and 
specialize on different initiatives and added that the Commission backs Commissioner Levacy in 
his role with the BLRC. 

Commissioner Levacy stated he is a supporter of the BLRC’s projects and added that the 
relationship between the community and ODNR is incredible. The Commissioner added that the 
BLRC is effective in methods used for water quality.

Mr. Fornataro thanked Commissioner Levacy for assisting with connections in the area and at 
the state level.

Commissioner Fix stated that the BLRC was created at a critical time and congratulated the 
group on its work.

Commissioner Davis spoke about stories of the lake, and its events and celebrations, and thanked 
the organization for returning the region to its former glory.

Public Comments

Ray and Judy Stemen of Lancaster spoke about physical and mental health and the amount spent 
by governments to help children. She also spoke about COVID vaccines, disciplining children, 
face masks, COVID related deaths, and her concern that  Bill Gates and other tech giants are 
working to take over the nation’s food supply.

Jeff Williamson of Baltimore spoke about Greenfield Township and Walnut Township 
resolutions regarding the creation of exclusionary zones to prevent solar farms. 

Sherry Pymer of Walnut Township spoke about the resolution from Walnut Township and spoke 
about the Fox Squirrel project in Madison Township. She stated that the project has a higher 
wattage per panel due to metals used and therefore has a higher possibility of leaching into the 
ground. She added that solar panels degrade with age and that Ohio has a 12-15% efficiency rate 
for solar energy. She also spoke about farmland owned by Bill Gates.

Nick Bondren of the Ohio Land and Liberty Coalition stated that the issue of solar energy farms 
also encompasses property rights and advocated for the emphasis of personal liberty to decide 
how to use one’s own land. He added that property rights give us power and that restricting 
property rights would also restrict innovation. Mr. Bondren stated that Americans enjoy the 
rights of the freedoms that have been fought for by many people.
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Commissioner Davis stated that the purpose of having public comments is for the commission to 
have the opportunity to listen to the public’s thoughts and concerns. He added that the 
Commission is engaged with legal counsel on issues related to land use and that the Commission 
is very concerned about farmland preservation and food production. The Commissioner further 
stated that the Commission is leading in a manner that they will be able to sustain the attacks that 
will follow and assured the public that the Commission is listening and doing their homework, so 
they are able to navigate the voters and taxpayers through an impending perilous path.

Legal Update 

None.

County Administration Update

- The County Administration Update was provided by County Administrator, Aundrea 
Cordle, unless otherwise noted.

Week in Review

Conversion of New Phone System

The county discussed implementing a new phone system several years ago, and Dan 
Neeley has been working on that conversion for the last two years. Dan is excited to 
announce that the last group to receive a port and be added to the new Avaya system is 
almost complete. A huge thank you to Dan and his team for making this happen.

Husted Announces Industry Sector Partnership Awards

Ohio Lt. Governor Jon Husted, Director of the Governor’s Office of Workforce 
Transformation, announced that 26 workforce partnerships located throughout the state 
will receive $5 million in awards through the Industry Sector Partnership (ISP) Grant. 

The program supports collaborations that help bring Ohioans into the workforce pipeline 
while meeting the needs of job creators and the local economy.

We were pleased to learn that the Fairfield 33 Development Alliance was awarded a 
$120,000 from this program. These funds will go toward the four Career Navigators who 
are serving more than 200 students across the county. 

Hearing for Violet Township New Community Authority

At the January 9, 2024, Review and Regular Meeting (9:15 a.m.), The Commissioners 
will have a hearing to determine that the establishment of that the Violet Township New 
Community Authority, under O.R.C. 349.01, is conducive to the public’s health, safety, 
convenience, and welfare.

Reorganization Meeting and First Meeting of 2024

January 8 at 9:00 will be the 2024 Reorganization Meeting of the Commission with the 
first Regular Meeting to be held on January 9 at 9:00.

Records Commission

The Reorganizational Meeting for the Records Commission is scheduled for January 9 at 
8:30 am and the first meeting of the year will take place at 8:40 that same morning.
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Highlights of Resolutions

Administrative Approvals

The review packet contains a list of administrative approvals.

Resolution Review

There are 44 resolutions on the agenda for the voting meeting.

Resolutions of note:
 A resolution authorizing three proclamations. Two proclamations for retiring 

Lancaster Mayor David Scheffler and retiring City of Lancaster Service Safety 
Director, Paul Martin, and a proclamation for Real Estate Appraiser Appreciation 
Day on January 7th.

 A resolution authorizing the signing of a contingent purchase agreement for a 
property on Sheridan Drive in Lancaster.

Commissioner Davis stated they have held executive sessions regarding the Colonnade 
Building and added that the Commission heavily considers the return on investment and 
reduction of rent costs when they are considering acquiring buildings.

 Nine resolutions for Board Appointments. 
o A resolution to reappoint Michael Kaper and Jon Kochis to the Airport 

Board. 
 A vacancy does still exist for this board due to the resignation of long 

time member Bill McNeer completing his term of service.  We are 
currently seeking applicants who have some aeronautical experience.

o Three resolutions for new board appointments: 
 Mike Crites to the Law Library, 
 Jared Collins to the Peace Officers Board
 Linda Sheridan to the Revolving Loan Fund Board. 

o And five resolutions for board reappointments: 
 Corey Clark and Donna Fox-Moore to the Meals on Wheels Board
 Scott Ervin to the Peace Officers Board
 Mary Snider to the Revolving Loan Fund Board
 Jennifer Morgan to the Regional Planning Commission
 Jeff Beard to the Visitors and Convention Bureau Board.

 Two resolutions to establish new funds. One for the Ohio Department of 
Development grant funds for the Basil-Western Project, and one for the 
Redevelopment Tax Equivalent project.

 A resolution to approve an intergovernmental agreement between the City of 
Canal Winchester, Violet Township, and the Fairfield County TID to finance, 
construct, reconstruct, improve, alter, maintain, repair, and operate transportation 
projects as authorized by ORC Chapter 5540.
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Mr. Szabrak spoke about the agreement and the opportunities for the involvement 
opportunities.

Commissioner Fix stated the new community authority serves as an example of what is 
possible when communities work together and practice smart development, which 
ultimately protects property and saves taxpayers.

 Eight resolutions to declare a necessity the establishment, altering, widening, 
straightening, vacating, or changing of a public road, path, or culvert.

Engineer Upp stated this process is necessary when right of ways are required.

 A resolution authorizing the County Administrator to sign an agreement for the 
replacement of the HVAC units at the Workforce Center.

Calendar Review/Invitations Received

- A review of the calendar and invitations received was provided by the Clerk to the Board 
of Commissioners, Rochelle Menningen.

 Transportation Improvement District Meeting, December 12, 2023, 1:00 p.m., 
Fairfield County Records Center, 138 W. Chestnut St., Lancaster

 Revolving Loan Fund Meeting, December 12, 2023, 2:00 p.m., Commissioners’ 
Hearing Room, 210 E. Main St., Room 301, Lancaster

 Lithopolis Land Use Plan Meeting, December 12, 2023, 6:00 p.m., Lithopolis 
Village Mayor’s Office, 11820 Lithopolis Rd. NW, Lithopolis

 Richland Township and Village of Rushville Combined Land Use Plan Meeting, 
December 12, 2023, 6:00 p.m., Richland Township Fire Department, 3150 Market 
St., Rushville

 Job and Family Services All Staff Meeting, December 14, 2023, 8:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m., Liberty Center, 951 Liberty Dr., Lancaster

 Family and Children First Council Executive Committee Meeting, December 15, 
2023, 8:30 a.m., Fairfield County Agricultural Center, 831 College Ave., 
Lancaster

 Commissioners Volunteering with Salvation Army by Participating in Red Kettle 
Bell Ringing, December 16, 2023, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Kroger, 1621 N. 
Memorial Dr., Lancaster

 Swearing in Ceremony for City of Lancaster Elected Officials, December 18, 
2023, 6:00 p.m., Alley Park, 2805 Old Logan Rd. SE, Lancaster

 Retirement Open House Honoring Bruce Simmons, December 19, 2023, 2:00 
p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Fairfield County Hall of Justice, 224 E. Main St., 3rd Floor, 
Courtroom C, Lancaster

 Retirement Celebration to Honor Mayor David Scheffler and Safety Service 
Director Paul Martin, December 22, 2023, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., Lancaster City 
Hall, 1897 Conference Room, 104 E. Main St., Lancaster

 Hearing for Proposed Violet Township New Community Authority, January 9, 
2024, 9:15 a.m., Commissioners Hearing Room, 210 E. Main St., Room 301,
Lancaster
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 Canal Winchester, State of the City Address, January 17, 2024, 11:30 a.m., Canal 
Winchester Community Center, 45 E. Waterloo St., Canal Winchester

Correspondence

- A review of correspondence received was provided by Ms. Menningen.

 Lancaster Eagle Gazette, Jeff Barron, December 5, 2023, “Commissioner Steve 
Davis Dispels Rumors of Health Issues and Plans to Run for Re-Election”

 Press Release, Mike DeWine Governor of Ohio, December 5, 2023, “Governor 
DeWine Announces $73 Million in Funding Support for Traffic Safety Projects”; 
List of Highway Safety Improvement Projects

 Fairfield Area Humane Society 2024 Donor Application
 News Release, Office of the County Auditor, December 7, 2023, “Carter 

Promoted to New Position with the County Engineer”
 Memo from Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor, December 7, 2023,

Subjects: Strategic Plan; VCB Collections; Property Owners Voice in Valuations; 
Updated Fact Sheet Showing Statistics Including Average Residential Sales 
Prices

 “Wins of the Week!”, Dr. Carri Brown, Including New GIS Effort to Provide 
Information about the Heritage District

 Notice, City of Canal Winchester, December 4, 2023, Regarding Hearing for 
Rezoning of 48.66 Acres at the Corner of Basil-Western and Hill Roads

 November 2023 Criminal/Traffic Division Fees Collected Report from Fairfield 
County Municipal Court

 Newsletter, e-Link Winter, Fairfield County Job & Family Services

Old Business

Commissioners Levacy and Fix spoke about attending the Fairfield County Economic Update 
and the 33 Development Alliance Annual Update.

Commissioner Fix spoke about being encouraged by the positive momentum of the township and 
village Land Use Plan meetings. He also spoke about participating in the CCAO winter conference 
and added that Fairfield County is receiving attention around the state for its programs. 

New Business

Commissioner Davis stated that he is concluding his thirteenth year serving as Commissioner 
and expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to continue serving as County Commissioner. 
He added that it is an honor and privilege to work with the Commission, county staff, and county 
residents. 

Commissioner Levacy stated he would be at the Kroger on Memorial Drive to volunteer for the 
Salvation Army as a kettle bell ringer. 

Commissioner Fix thanked Safa Saleh for her dedication to providing information on the land 
use plan and added that he would also be volunteering for the Salvation Army. 

Commissioner Davis thanked the Sheriff’s Office for always providing safety during the 
meetings and County Officials for attending. He added that the cooperation between the county 
elected officials gives him comfort and confidence.
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Treasurer Bahnsen stated he attended the 4th quarter Land Bank meeting in Mansfield with 
Deputy Treasurer, Michael Kaper. He also added kind remarks regarding Mayor Scheffler. 

Recorder McKenzie spoke about a FIDLAR user group meeting and added that there are exciting 
things on the horizon for employees and others that work with the Recorder’s office.

Engineer Upp spoke about culvert and road projects and thanked the Commissioners and the 
Auditor for their support.

Clerk of Courts Meyer stated he attended the Clerks Association meeting and added that he has 
new employees in his office.

Auditor Brown stated her office will be receiving a new weights and measures vehicle and 
thanked her staff for meeting year end deadlines. She added that Mayor Scheffler will continue 
serving on Destination Downtown Lancaster and further added that HB 87 passed the Senate, but 
it is different than that we are familiar with. 

Regular (Voting) Meeting

The Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room located at 210 E. 
Main St., Lancaster, OH. Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order with the following 
Commissioners present: Steve Davis, Dave Levacy, and Jeff Fix. Also present: County 
Administrator Aundrea Cordle; Deputy County Administrator Jeff Porter; Clerk Rochelle 
Menningen; Communications & Information Coordinator Bennett Niceswanger; Recorder Lisa 
McKenzie; Treasurer Jim Bahnsen; Auditor Carri Brown; Engineer Jeremiah Up; Chief Civil 
Prosecutor, Amy Brown-Thompson; Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Steven Darnell; Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney, Austin Lines; Facilities and EMA Director, Jon Kochis; Utilities Director, 
Tony Vogel; JFS Director, Corey Clark; City of Lancaster Safety Service Director, Paul Martin; 
Mayor of Lancaster, David Scheffler; Incoming Lancaster City Safety Service Director, Carrie 
Woody; JFS Budget Director, Josh Crawford; IT Director, Dan Neeley; JFS Deputy Director, 
Heather O’Keefe; Real Estate Director, Dave Burgei; CAUV Specialist, Greg Forquer; Real 
Estate Manager, Josh Harper; Appraiser, Noel Sodders; Appraisal Assistant, Crystal Walker; 
Appraisal Assistant, Makayla Finley; United Way Campaign Coordinator, Emily Cordle; 
Economic Development Specialist, Vince Carpico; Mike Fornataro; Mike Crites; PRC Planner, 
Safa Saleh; Ray Stemen; Judy Stemen; Sherry Pymer; Jeanette Curtis; Francis Martin; Chief 
Deputy Treasurer, Michael Kaper; and Nick Bondren.

Virtual attendees: Josh Horacek, Arika Farrar, Lori Hawk, Jeanie Wears, Jessica Murphy, Jeff 
Barron, Michael Kaper, Jason Grubb, Shelby Hunt, Becky, Deb, Alex Alonzo, Belinda 
Nebbergall, Sara Madenwald, Tony Howard, Ashley Arter, Britney Lee, Tony Vogel, Lynette 
Barnhart, Abby King, Park Russell, BGM, Marcy Fields, Jennifer Morgan, Andy Boystel, Greg 
Forquer, and Hodder.

Pledge of Allegiance

The Commissioners asked everyone to rise as able and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Announcements
 
Ms. Menningen stated an agenda correction for resolution 2023-12.12.s and added that the 
resolution was correct. 
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Approval of Minutes for December 5, 2023

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the Minutes for the Tuesday, December 5, 2023, meeting.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of Resolutions from the Board of Commissioners

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Board of Commissioners:

   2023-12.12.a A resolution authorizing the approval of proclamations. 

2023-12.12.b A resolution authorizing the Fairfield County Board of Commissioners to 
enter into a purchase agreement. 

2023-12.12.c A resolution approving the reappointments of Mr. Michael Kaper and Mr. 
Jon Kochis to the Fairfield County Airport Authority Board. 

2023-12.12.d A resolution approving the appointment of Mr. D. Michael Crites to the 
Fairfield County Law Library Resources Board. 

2023-12.12.e A resolution approving the reappointment of Mr. Corey Clark and Ms. 
Donna Fox-Moore to the Meals on Wheels – Older Adult Alternatives of 
Fairfield County Board of Directors. 

2023-12.12.f A resolution to approve the appointment of Chief Deputy Jared Collins to 
the Volunteer Peace Officers Dependents Fund Board. 

2023-12.12.g A resolution approving the reappointment of Chief Deputy Scott Ervin to 
the Volunteer Peace Officers Dependents Fund Board. 

2023-12.12.h A resolution to appoint Ms. Linda Sheridan to the Fairfield County 
Revolving Loan Fund Review Committee. 

2023-12.12.i A resolution approving the reappointment of Ms. Mary Snider to the 
Fairfield County Revolving Loan Fund Review Committee. 

2023-12.12.j A resolution approving the reappointment of Ms. Jennifer Morgan to the 
Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission. 

2023-12.12.k A resolution approving the reappointment of Mr. Jeff Beard to the 
Fairfield County Visitors and Convention Bureau Board. 

   2023-12.12.l A resolution approving grant awards for the Older Adult Services Levy. 

2023-12.12.m A resolution to authorize the establishment of a new fund, Appropriate 
from Unappropriated into a major expenditure object category, and 
Advance from the General Fund for the Ohio Department of Development 
629 grant funds for the Basil Western Project. 
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2023-12.12.n A resolution to authorize the establishment of a new fund, 2023 Budget, 
and Cash Transfer to TID for the for the Fairfield County Redevelopment 
Tax Equivalent project. 

2023-12.12.o A resolution to appropriate from unappropriated in major expenditure 
object categories for the General Fund# 1001 to approve a payment to 
SAS Title Agency. 

2023-12.12.p A resolution to appropriate from unappropriated in major expenditure 
object categories for the General Fund# 1001. 

2023-12.12.q A Resolution in support of South Central Power Company’s Fiber Optic 
Internet Grant application through BroadbandOhio. 

2023-12.12.r A resolution to approve a fund to fund transfer for the Further of Justice 
(FOJ) Appropriation for the County Prosecutor as a fund to fund transfer. 

2023-12.12.s A resolution to approve a fund to fund transfer for the Further of Justice 
(FOJ) Appropriation for the County Prosecutor as a fund to fund transfer. 

2023-12.12.t A resolution to account to account transfer into a major expenditure object 
category for the New Energy Fund# 3879 and fund to fund transfer from 
Fund# 3879 to Bond Retirement New Energy Fund# 4878

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of Resolutions from the Fairfield County Court of Common Pleas

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Fairfield County Court of Common Pleas:

2023-12.12.u A resolution approving an account to account transfer in major object 
expense categories – Fairfield County Common Pleas Court – Jury 
Commission 

2023-12.12.v A resolution approving an account to account transfer in major object 
expense categories – Fairfield County Adult Probation

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from the Fairfield County Domestic Relations Court 

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from the Fairfield County Domestic Relations Court:

2023-12.12.w A resolution authorizing an account to account transfer for the adjustment 
Personal Services.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis
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Approval of Resolutions from the Fairfield County Engineer

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Fairfield County Engineer:

   2023-12.12.x A resolution to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement. 

2023-12.12.y A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR53-4.440 Bauman Hill Road Culvert 
Replacement Project a Necessity. 

2023-12.12.z A Resolution to Declare the Basil-Western Road Improvements Project a 
Necessity. 

2023-12.12.aa A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR13-5.380 Basil-Western Road Culvert 
Replacement Project a Necessity. 

2023-12.12.bb A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR4-2.181 Fosnaugh School Road 
Culvert Replacement Project a Necessity. 

2023-12.12.cc A Resolution to Declare the Refugee Road Multi-Use Path Project a 
Necessity. 

2023-12.12.dd A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR51-0.832 Schwilk Road Culvert 
Replacement Project a Necessity. 

2023-12.12.ee A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR88-1.729 Mt. Zwingli Road Culvert 
Replacement Project a Necessity. 

2023-12.12.ff A Resolution to Declare the FAI-CR88-2.366 Mt. Zwingli Road Culvert 
Replacement Project a Necessity.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from Fairfield County Facilities

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from Fairfield County Facilities:

2023-12.12.gg A Resolution Authorizing the County Administrator to sign an Agreement 
for the replacement of the HVAC Units at the Workforce Center with 
Ameresco.

Director Kochis stated the HVAC units are on order but will not come in for approximately 
twenty-six weeks.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from Fairfield County Family and Children First Council

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from Fairfield County Family and Children First Council:

01/09/2024 164



Regular Meeting #57 - 2023
Fairfield County Commissioners’ Office

December 12, 2023

Regular Meeting #57 - 2023 – December 12, 2023 - 12 -

2023-12.12.hh A resolution authorizing the approval of partial repayment of an advance 
to the General Fund from Fund# 7521 Family, Children First Council

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from Fairfield County Job and Family Services

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from Fairfield County Job and Family Services:

2023-12.12.ii A resolution authorizing the approval to extend the repayment date of an 
advance of funds – Fund (2072) Public Children Services, sub-fund (8182) 
EPIC Grant

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of Resolutions from the Fairfield County Juvenile & Probate Court

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Fairfield County Juvenile & Probate Court:

2023-12.12.jj A resolution authorizing the approval of a contract by and between 
Fairfield County Probate Court and the Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health 
Board of Fairfield County (ADAMH Board) (Probate Court) 

2023-12.12.kk A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund #1001 General Fund. 

2023-12.12.ll A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund # 2859 Guardianship Services Board 

2023-12.12.mm A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund #2316 Probate Computer Fund 

2023-12.12.nn A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund # 1001 General Fund. 

2023-12.12.oo A Resolution Approving an Account-to-Account Transfer into a Major 
Expenditure Object Category – Fund #8209 ATP Sub Fund to #2408 Drug 
Court.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from the Fairfield County Sheriff

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from the Fairfield County Sheriff:

2023-12.12.pp A resolution to appropriate from unappropriated in a major expenditure 
object category Sheriff’s Office Fund 2503 Police Revolving
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Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of a Resolution from Fairfield County Utilities

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution from Fairfield County Utilities:

2023-12.12.qq A resolution to approve the contract award for the Pickerington & Refugee 
Road Watermain Improvement Project; Utilities Fund 5046 Water

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Approval of the Payment of Bills

On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolution for the Payment of Bills:

2023-12.12.rr A resolution authorizing the approval of payment of invoices for 
departments that need Board of Commissioners’ approval

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

Adjournment

Commissioner Davis stated the meeting was the last scheduled meeting for the year but that any 
Commissioner can request a special meeting if the business of the county requires it.

Commissioner Fix stated 2023 has been a great year and added his deep appreciation of the other 
two commissioners and all the county elected officials.

Commissioner Levacy echoed the sentiments of Commissioner Fix.

With no further business, on the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of 
Commissioners voted to adjourn at 11:07 a.m.

Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows:
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis

The next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, in the 
Commissioners’ Hearing Room located at 210 E. Main St., Lancaster, OH.
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__________________________________________________________________________
         
Motion by: Steve Davis Seconded by: Jeff Fix
that the December 12, 2023, minutes were approved by the following vote:

YEAS: Steve Davis, Jeff Fix, and Dave Levacy NAYS: None
ABSTENTIONS: None

*Approved on January 9, 2024

______________________________________________________________________________
 Steven Davis  Dave Levacy                 Jeff Fix    
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner

____________________________
Rochelle Menningen, Clerk
_____________________________________________________________________________

01/09/2024 167



Reorganization Meeting - 2024 
Fairfield County Commissioners’ Office 

January 8, 2024 
 
 
 

Reorganization Meeting - 2024 – January 8, 2024 - 1 - 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reorganization Meeting 
 
The Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room located at 210 E. 
Main St., Lancaster, OH. Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order with the following 
Commissioners present: Steve Davis, Dave Levacy, and Jeff Fix. Also present: County 
Administrator Aundrea Cordle; Deputy County Administrator Jeff Porter; Clerk Rochelle 
Menningen; Communications & Information Coordinator, Bennett Niceswanger; Auditor, Dr. 
Carri Brown; Clerk of Courts, Branden Meyer; Treasurer, James Bahnsen; Chief Civil 
Prosecutor, Amy Brown-Thompson; Budget Director, Bart Hampson; Facilities and EMA 
Director, Jon Kochis; IT Director, Dan Neeley; and Utilities Director, Tony Vogel. 
 
Virtual attendees: None 
 
Welcome 
 
Commissioner Davis opened the meeting by welcoming everyone in attendance.  
 
Public Comments 
 
Commissioner Fix spoke about his appreciation for the changes in the Commissioners’ Hearing 
Room and thanked all those involved. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Commissioners asked everyone to rise as able and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Announcements 
  
Ms. Menningen stated that the first meeting of 2024 would be held on January 9, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m.  
 
Approval of Resolutions from the Board of Commissioners 
 
On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Steve Davis, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Board of Commissioners: 
 

2024-01.08.a  A resolution to approve the appointment of the President of the Board of 
Commissioners.  

 
Commissioner Davis stated his appreciation for the opportunity to serve as a commissioner and 
as the President of the Commission in 2023. He also spoke about his appreciation for the fiscal 
responsibility of the Commission and County employees and departments and stated that he had 
every confidence in Commissioner Levacy as the President of the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Fix spoke about his appreciation for the Commission as a whole and the 
opportunity to serve with the other two Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Levacy stated his appreciation for the insight and guidance provided to the 
Commission by Commissioner Davis and for the ability to serve with Commissioners Davis and 
Fix. 
 
Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Steve Davis, and Dave Levacy 
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On the motion of Dave Levacy, and the second of Steve Davis, the Board of Commissioners 
voted to approve the following resolutions from the Board of Commissioners: 
 

2024-01.08.b  A resolution to approve the appointment of the Vice President of the 
Board of Commissioners.  

 
Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Dave Levacy, Steve Davis, and Jeff Fix 
 
On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Board of Commissioners: 
 

2024-01.08.c  A resolution to designate the official representative and alternate 
representative for the purpose of voting at the annual meeting of the 
Commissioners Association of Ohio in 2024.  

 
Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis 
 
On the motion of Jeff Fix and the second of Dave Levacy, the Board of Commissioners voted to 
approve the following resolutions from the Board of Commissioners: 
 

2024-01.08.d  A resolution to approve the appointment of an Apiary Inspector for 
Fairfield County.  

 
Roll call vote of the motion resulted as follows: 
Voting aye thereon: Jeff Fix, Dave Levacy, and Steve Davis 
 
Adjournment 
 
The next Regular Meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, in the 
Commissioners’ Hearing Room located at 210 E. Main St., Lancaster, OH. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
          
Motion by: Steve Davis    Seconded by: Jeff Fix 
that the January 8, 2024, Reorganization Meeting minutes were approved by the following vote: 
 
YEAS: Steve Davis, Jeff Fix, and Dave Levacy    NAYS: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
*Approved on January 9, 2024 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Dave Levacy        Jeff Fix                Steve Davis    
Commissioner    Commissioner    Commissioner  
 
 
____________________________ 
Rochelle Menningen, Clerk 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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A resolution authorizing the amendments to five existing 2006 land 
use restriction agreements, and matters related thereto. 

WHEREAS, this Board of County Commissioners (sometimes referred to 
herein as the “Board”) of the County of Fairfield, Ohio (the “County”) has 
heretofore issued its $8,126,000 Multifamily Housing Revenue Bond (Collins 
Road Properties, LTD. Project), Series 2006, dated May 1, 2006 (the “2006 
Bond”) pursuant to authority granted by Resolution No. 06-02.21a adopted 
by the Board on February 21, 2006 (the “Prior Resolution”); and

WHEREAS, the proceeds of the 2006 Bond were loaned to Collins Road 
Properties, Ltd., an Ohio limited liability partnership (the “Borrower”), by 
U.S. Bank National Association (the “Lender”) for the purpose of financing 
and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and 
equipping of all or a portion of multifamily housing facilities intended to 
provide decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents of the County and for 
each political subdivision in which a portion of the Project is located; and 

WHEREAS, in connection with the issuance of the 2006 Bond, the Borrower, 
the County, and the Lender entered into five separate Land Use Restriction 
Agreements (each an “Agreement” and collectively, the “Agreements”), as a 
requirement under Section 142(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended (the “Code”) and the Treasury Regulations thereunder; and

WHEREAS, the Borrower, with the consent of the Lender, has decided to 
refinance the 2006 Bond through a loan with Lument Real Estate Capital, 
LLC and/or The Federal National Mortgage Association (the “New Lender”), 
and the New Lender has requested that Section 10(b) of each Agreement be 
amended in connection with such refinancing; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, STATE OF OHIO:

 

2024-01.09.a2024-01.09.a
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A resolution authorizing the amendments to five existing 2006 land 
use restriction agreements, and matters related thereto. 

Section 1. That each member of this Board is hereby authorized, alone or 
with others, to execute and deliver an amendment to each Agreement (each, 
an “Amendment” and collectively, the “Amendments”). The Amendments 
shall be in such form and substance as are presently on file with this Board; 
provided however, that changes may be made to such Amendments that are 
not averse to and are in the best interests of the County, as determined by 
the signatories thereof, which signatures shall be conclusive thereof. Each 
Amendment shall bear the signatures of at least two members of this Board.  

Section 2. That the appropriate officers of the County, including any one or 
more members of this Board, be and they hereby are authorized to execute 
and deliver on behalf of the County such other certificates, documents and 
instruments in connection with the refunding of the 2006 Bond as may be 
required, necessary or appropriate, including, without limitation, any 
documents which are necessary or appropriate in order to ensure compliance 
of the 2006 Bond with the Code and including conveyances of title to real 
and personal property.  Such documents including the ones specifically 
authorized hereby, shall be subject to such changes, insertions and 
omissions as may be approved by this Board, which approval shall be 
conclusively evidenced by the execution thereof by the proper officer or 
officers of the County.

Section 3. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of the 
Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 
adopted in an open meeting of the Board, and that all deliberations of the 
Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were 
in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law, including Section 
121.22 of the Revised Code of Ohio.

Section 4. That all defined terms used in this resolution and not otherwise 
defined herein shall have the respective meanings given to them in the prior 
resolution.

Section 5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption.

Prepared by Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

2024-01.09.a

01/09/2024 171



LURA #1
FRANKLIN COUNTY

(CASTLETON GARDENS)

01/09/2024 172



1

FIRST AMENDMENT TO
LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (this 
“Agreement”) is dated as of [__________], 2024, by and among COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, 
LTD., a limited partnership duly organized, validly existing and in full force and effect under the 
laws of the State of Ohio (together with its permitted successors and assigns, the “Owner”), the 
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO (together with its successors and assigns, the “Issuer’), and 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national banking association (the “Lender”), as 
lender and purchaser of the Issuer’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, Series 2006 (Collins 
Road Properties, Ltd. Project), in the original aggregate principal amount of $8,126,000 (the 
“Obligations”), and amends that certain Land Use Restriction Agreement recorded May 31, 2006, 
as Instrument No. 200605310104319 in the Official Records of Franklin County, Ohio (the 
“LURA”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Issuer heretofore issued the Obligations pursuant to the terms of that 
certain Loan Agreement dated as of May 1, 2006 (as amended, modified or supplemented from 
time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between the Issuer and the Owner for the purpose of 
financing and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and equipping of all 
or a portion of multifamily housing facilities (the “Project”), as more fully described in the LURA 
and as set forth on Attachment 2 therein and affixed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lender purchased the Obligations and loaned the proceeds to the Owner 
so that the Owner could finance or refinance the Project; and 

WHEREAS,  in connection with the issuance of the Obligations, the Owner, the Issuer, 
and the Lender executed and delivered the LURA, which sets forth certain requirements and 
restrictions pertaining to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Obligations will be paid in full and redeemed pursuant to a refinance loan 
made on the date of this Agreement by Lument Real Estate Capital, LLC and/or the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (together with their successors and/or assigns, the “New Lender”) 
and New Lender requires that the LURA be amended to revise certain remedies contained therein; 
and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend the LURA to revise certain remedies 
contained therein; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be effective as of the date first set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertakings set 
forth herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender do hereby contract and agree as 
follows:

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 10(a) of the LURA.  The following sentence is 
added to the end of Section 10(a) of the LURA:

“Issuer and/or Owner will provide a copy of any notice of a Regulatory Agreement 
Default or any draft amendments to the LURA to New Lender at 2001 Ross 
Avenue, 19th Floor, Dallas, Texas, 75201 or lumentloanadmin@lument.com.”

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Section 10(b) of the LURA.  The last sentence of Section 
10(b) of the LURA is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“The Owner represents, warrants and covenants that if any such violation is not 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Issuer within the period of time specified by the 
Issuer, or without further notice, the Issuer may declare a default under this 
agreement, effective on the date of such declaration of default; and”

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Section 10(d) of the LURA.  Section 10(d) of the LURA 
is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

(d) Specific Performance.  The Owner acknowledges that the Issuer may also 
apply to any court, state or federal, for specific performance of this Agreement, or 
for an injunction against any violation of this Agreement, or for any such other 
actions as shall be necessary or desirable so as to correct non-compliance with this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to LURA.  Upon redemption of the Obligations, the lien of 
the Loan Agreement shall be released and the Lender shall no longer be a party to the LURA.  

SECTION 5.  Recording and Filing; Covenants to Run With the Land.

(a) Upon the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Owner, the 
Issuer, and the Lender, the Owner shall cause this Agreement to be recorded and filed in the public 
records of Franklin County, Ohio, and the Owner shall pay all fees and charges incurred in 
connection therewith.

(b) This Agreement and the covenants contained herein with respect to the 
LURA shall run with the land and shall bind the Owner, and its successors and assigns, and the 
benefits shall inure to the Issuer, and its respective successors and assigns, during the term of the 
LURA; provided, however, nothing contained in this paragraph shall be deemed to authorize or 
consent to any assignment by the Owner.
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(c) This Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA.

SECTION 6.  Remaining Provisions Unaffected.  Except as expressly modified and 
amended by this Agreement, the covenants, terms and conditions of the LURA shall remain 
unaffected and shall remain in full force and effect until terminated pursuant to its terms.

SECTION 7.  Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement or the LURA, as amended 
hereby, shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining portions hereof or thereof shall in no way be affected or impaired, nor shall such holding 
of invalidity, illegality or unenforceability affect the validity, legality or enforceability of such 
provision under other dissimilar facts or circumstances.

SECTION 8.  Governing Law.  Notwithstanding that, for the convenience of the parties, 
the parties may be executing this Agreement outside of the State of Ohio, the LURA and all 
amendments thereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, both substantive and 
remedial.

SECTION 9.  Multiple Counterparts.  This Agreement may be simultaneously executed 
in one or more counterparts, all of which shall constitute the same instrument and each of which 
shall be deemed an original.

SECTION 10.  Future Amendments.  The LURA may not be further amended except by 
an instrument in writing signed by the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender.

SECTION 11.  Miscellaneous.  The Issuer, the Owner and the Lender each agrees that 
this Agreement shall be placed of record in the land records of Franklin County, Ohio, and except 
as specifically provided otherwise, the covenants contained herein and in the LURA shall run with 
the land and shall bind, and the benefits shall inure to, respectively, the Owner and all subsequent 
owners of the Project or any interest therein, and the Issuer and its assigns, for the Qualified Project 
Period. The recordation of this Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA and 
the parties agree that the LURA is senior in status and priority to any later recorded claims, liens, 
or restrictions against the Project, other than as specifically subordinated. Capitalized terms used 
in this Agreement and not otherwise defined herein shall have those meanings assigned to them in 
the LURA. 

 
[Signature Pages to Follow]
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, LTD., 
an Ohio limited partnership

By: COLLINS ROAD HOUSING 
PARTNERS, LLC, an Ohio limited 
liability company, its General Partner 

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF OHIO )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of Collins Road 
Housing Partners, LLC, the General Partner of Collins Road Properties, Ltd., on behalf of the 
limited liability company. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the 
notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

STATE OF OHIO )
)  ss:

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Lender

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF _____________ )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of U.S. Bank National 
Association, on behalf of the bank. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with 
regard to the notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________

This instrument prepared by:

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
191 West Nationwide Blvd., #200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

40939863
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (this 
“Agreement”) is dated as of [__________], 2024, by and among COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, 
LTD., a limited partnership duly organized, validly existing and in full force and effect under the 
laws of the State of Ohio (together with its permitted successors and assigns, the “Owner”), the 
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO (together with its successors and assigns, the “Issuer’), and 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national banking association (the “Lender”), as 
lender and purchaser of the Issuer’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, Series 2006 (Collins 
Road Properties, Ltd. Project), in the original aggregate principal amount of $8,126,000 (the 
“Obligations”), and amends that certain Land Use Restriction Agreement recorded June 1, 2006, 
as Instrument No. 200600011233 in Volume 1776 Page 1064 of the Official Records of Clark 
County, Ohio (the “LURA”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Issuer heretofore issued the Obligations pursuant to the terms of that 
certain Loan Agreement dated as of May 1, 2006 (as amended, modified or supplemented from 
time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between the Issuer and the Owner for the purpose of 
financing and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and equipping of all 
or a portion of multifamily housing facilities (the “Project”), as more fully described in the LURA 
and as set forth on Attachment 2 therein and affixed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lender purchased the Obligations and loaned the proceeds to the Owner 
so that the Owner could finance or refinance the Project; and 

WHEREAS,  in connection with the issuance of the Obligations, the Owner, the Issuer, 
and the Lender executed and delivered the LURA, which sets forth certain requirements and 
restrictions pertaining to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Obligations will be paid in full and redeemed pursuant to a refinance loan 
made on the date of this Agreement by Lument Real Estate Capital, LLC and/or the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (together with their successors and/or assigns, the “New Lender”) 
and New Lender requires that the LURA be amended to revise certain remedies contained therein; 
and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend the LURA to revise certain remedies 
contained therein; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be effective as of the date first set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertakings set 
forth herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender do hereby contract and agree as 
follows:

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 10(a) of the LURA.  The following sentence is 
added to the end of Section 10(a) of the LURA:

“Issuer and/or Owner will provide a copy of any notice of a Regulatory Agreement 
Default or any draft amendments to the LURA to New Lender at 2001 Ross 
Avenue, 19th Floor, Dallas, Texas, 75201 or lumentloanadmin@lument.com.”

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Section 10(b) of the LURA.  The last sentence of Section 
10(b) of the LURA is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“The Owner represents, warrants and covenants that if any such violation is not 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Issuer within the period of time specified by the 
Issuer, or without further notice, the Issuer may declare a default under this 
agreement, effective on the date of such declaration of default; and”

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Section 10(d) of the LURA.  Section 10(d) of the LURA 
is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

(d) Specific Performance.  The Owner acknowledges that the Issuer may also 
apply to any court, state or federal, for specific performance of this Agreement, or 
for an injunction against any violation of this Agreement, or for any such other 
actions as shall be necessary or desirable so as to correct non-compliance with this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to LURA.  Upon redemption of the Obligations, the lien of 
the Loan Agreement shall be released and the Lender shall no longer be a party to the LURA.  

SECTION 5.  Recording and Filing; Covenants to Run With the Land.

(a) Upon the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Owner, the 
Issuer, and the Lender, the Owner shall cause this Agreement to be recorded and filed in the public 
records of Clark County, Ohio, and the Owner shall pay all fees and charges incurred in connection 
therewith.

(b) This Agreement and the covenants contained herein with respect to the 
LURA shall run with the land and shall bind the Owner, and its successors and assigns, and the 
benefits shall inure to the Issuer, and its respective successors and assigns, during the term of the 
LURA; provided, however, nothing contained in this paragraph shall be deemed to authorize or 
consent to any assignment by the Owner.
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(c) This Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA.

SECTION 6.  Remaining Provisions Unaffected.  Except as expressly modified and 
amended by this Agreement, the covenants, terms and conditions of the LURA shall remain 
unaffected and shall remain in full force and effect until terminated pursuant to its terms.

SECTION 7.  Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement or the LURA, as amended 
hereby, shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining portions hereof or thereof shall in no way be affected or impaired, nor shall such holding 
of invalidity, illegality or unenforceability affect the validity, legality or enforceability of such 
provision under other dissimilar facts or circumstances.

SECTION 8.  Governing Law.  Notwithstanding that, for the convenience of the parties, 
the parties may be executing this Agreement outside of the State of Ohio, the LURA and all 
amendments thereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, both substantive and 
remedial.

SECTION 9.  Multiple Counterparts.  This Agreement may be simultaneously executed 
in one or more counterparts, all of which shall constitute the same instrument and each of which 
shall be deemed an original.

SECTION 10.  Future Amendments.  The LURA may not be further amended except by 
an instrument in writing signed by the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender.

SECTION 11.  Miscellaneous.  The Issuer, the Owner and the Lender each agrees that 
this Agreement shall be placed of record in the land records of Clark County, Ohio, and except as 
specifically provided otherwise, the covenants contained herein and in the LURA shall run with 
the land and shall bind, and the benefits shall inure to, respectively, the Owner and all subsequent 
owners of the Project or any interest therein, and the Issuer and its assigns, for the Qualified Project 
Period. The recordation of this Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA and 
the parties agree that the LURA is senior in status and priority to any later recorded claims, liens, 
or restrictions against the Project, other than as specifically subordinated. Capitalized terms used 
in this Agreement and not otherwise defined herein shall have those meanings assigned to them in 
the LURA. 

 
[Signature Pages to Follow]
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, LTD., 
an Ohio limited partnership

By: COLLINS ROAD HOUSING 
PARTNERS, LLC, an Ohio limited 
liability company, its General Partner 

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF OHIO )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of Collins Road 
Housing Partners, LLC, the General Partner of Collins Road Properties, Ltd., on behalf of the 
limited liability company. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the 
notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

STATE OF OHIO )
)  ss:

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Lender

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF _____________ )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of U.S. Bank National 
Association, on behalf of the bank. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with 
regard to the notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________

This instrument prepared by:

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
191 West Nationwide Blvd., #200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

40939863
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (this 
“Agreement”) is dated as of [__________], 2024, by and among COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, 
LTD., a limited partnership duly organized, validly existing and in full force and effect under the 
laws of the State of Ohio (together with its permitted successors and assigns, the “Owner”), the 
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO (together with its successors and assigns, the “Issuer’), and 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national banking association (the “Lender”), as 
lender and purchaser of the Issuer’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, Series 2006 (Collins 
Road Properties, Ltd. Project), in the original aggregate principal amount of $8,126,000 (the 
“Obligations”), and amends that certain Land Use Restriction Agreement recorded June 5, 2006, 
in Volume 0772 Page 602 of the Official Records of Miami County, Ohio (the “LURA”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Issuer heretofore issued the Obligations pursuant to the terms of that 
certain Loan Agreement dated as of May 1, 2006 (as amended, modified or supplemented from 
time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between the Issuer and the Owner for the purpose of 
financing and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and equipping of all 
or a portion of multifamily housing facilities (the “Project”), as more fully described in the LURA 
and as set forth on Attachment 2 therein and affixed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lender purchased the Obligations and loaned the proceeds to the Owner 
so that the Owner could finance or refinance the Project; and 

WHEREAS,  in connection with the issuance of the Obligations, the Owner, the Issuer, 
and the Lender executed and delivered the LURA, which sets forth certain requirements and 
restrictions pertaining to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Obligations will be paid in full and redeemed pursuant to a refinance loan 
made on the date of this Agreement by Lument Real Estate Capital, LLC and/or the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (together with their successors and/or assigns, the “New Lender”) 
and New Lender requires that the LURA be amended to revise certain remedies contained therein; 
and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend the LURA to revise certain remedies 
contained therein; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be effective as of the date first set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertakings set 
forth herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender do hereby contract and agree as 
follows:

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 10(a) of the LURA.  The following sentence is 
added to the end of Section 10(a) of the LURA:

“Issuer and/or Owner will provide a copy of any notice of a Regulatory Agreement 
Default or any draft amendments to the LURA to New Lender at 2001 Ross 
Avenue, 19th Floor, Dallas, Texas, 75201 or lumentloanadmin@lument.com.”

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Section 10(b) of the LURA.  The last sentence of Section 
10(b) of the LURA is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“The Owner represents, warrants and covenants that if any such violation is not 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Issuer within the period of time specified by the 
Issuer, or without further notice, the Issuer may declare a default under this 
agreement, effective on the date of such declaration of default; and”

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Section 10(d) of the LURA.  Section 10(d) of the LURA 
is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

(d) Specific Performance.  The Owner acknowledges that the Issuer may also 
apply to any court, state or federal, for specific performance of this Agreement, or 
for an injunction against any violation of this Agreement, or for any such other 
actions as shall be necessary or desirable so as to correct non-compliance with this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to LURA.  Upon redemption of the Obligations, the lien of 
the Loan Agreement shall be released and the Lender shall no longer be a party to the LURA.  

SECTION 5.  Recording and Filing; Covenants to Run With the Land.

(a) Upon the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Owner, the 
Issuer, and the Lender, the Owner shall cause this Agreement to be recorded and filed in the public 
records of Miami County, Ohio, and the Owner shall pay all fees and charges incurred in 
connection therewith.

(b) This Agreement and the covenants contained herein with respect to the 
LURA shall run with the land and shall bind the Owner, and its successors and assigns, and the 
benefits shall inure to the Issuer, and its respective successors and assigns, during the term of the 
LURA; provided, however, nothing contained in this paragraph shall be deemed to authorize or 
consent to any assignment by the Owner.
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(c) This Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA.

SECTION 6.  Remaining Provisions Unaffected.  Except as expressly modified and 
amended by this Agreement, the covenants, terms and conditions of the LURA shall remain 
unaffected and shall remain in full force and effect until terminated pursuant to its terms.

SECTION 7.  Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement or the LURA, as amended 
hereby, shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining portions hereof or thereof shall in no way be affected or impaired, nor shall such holding 
of invalidity, illegality or unenforceability affect the validity, legality or enforceability of such 
provision under other dissimilar facts or circumstances.

SECTION 8.  Governing Law.  Notwithstanding that, for the convenience of the parties, 
the parties may be executing this Agreement outside of the State of Ohio, the LURA and all 
amendments thereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, both substantive and 
remedial.

SECTION 9.  Multiple Counterparts.  This Agreement may be simultaneously executed 
in one or more counterparts, all of which shall constitute the same instrument and each of which 
shall be deemed an original.

SECTION 10.  Future Amendments.  The LURA may not be further amended except by 
an instrument in writing signed by the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender.

SECTION 11.  Miscellaneous.  The Issuer, the Owner and the Lender each agrees that 
this Agreement shall be placed of record in the land records of Miami County, Ohio, and except 
as specifically provided otherwise, the covenants contained herein and in the LURA shall run with 
the land and shall bind, and the benefits shall inure to, respectively, the Owner and all subsequent 
owners of the Project or any interest therein, and the Issuer and its assigns, for the Qualified Project 
Period. The recordation of this Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA and 
the parties agree that the LURA is senior in status and priority to any later recorded claims, liens, 
or restrictions against the Project, other than as specifically subordinated. Capitalized terms used 
in this Agreement and not otherwise defined herein shall have those meanings assigned to them in 
the LURA. 

 
[Signature Pages to Follow]
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, LTD., 
an Ohio limited partnership

By: COLLINS ROAD HOUSING 
PARTNERS, LLC, an Ohio limited 
liability company, its General Partner 

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF OHIO )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of Collins Road 
Housing Partners, LLC, the General Partner of Collins Road Properties, Ltd., on behalf of the 
limited liability company. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the 
notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

STATE OF OHIO )
)  ss:

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Lender

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF _____________ )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of U.S. Bank National 
Association, on behalf of the bank. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with 
regard to the notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________

This instrument prepared by:

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
191 West Nationwide Blvd., #200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

40939863
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (this 
“Agreement”) is dated as of [__________], 2024, by and among COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, 
LTD., a limited partnership duly organized, validly existing and in full force and effect under the 
laws of the State of Ohio (together with its permitted successors and assigns, the “Owner”), the 
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO (together with its successors and assigns, the “Issuer’), and 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national banking association (the “Lender”), as 
lender and purchaser of the Issuer’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, Series 2006 (Collins 
Road Properties, Ltd. Project), in the original aggregate principal amount of $8,126,000 (the 
“Obligations”), and amends that certain Land Use Restriction Agreement recorded May 31, 2006, 
as Instrument No. 200600034459 in Book 7747 Page 1497 of the Official Records of Butler 
County, Ohio (the “LURA”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Issuer heretofore issued the Obligations pursuant to the terms of that 
certain Loan Agreement dated as of May 1, 2006 (as amended, modified or supplemented from 
time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between the Issuer and the Owner for the purpose of 
financing and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and equipping of all 
or a portion of multifamily housing facilities (the “Project”), as more fully described in the LURA 
and as set forth on Attachment 2 therein and affixed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lender purchased the Obligations and loaned the proceeds to the Owner 
so that the Owner could finance or refinance the Project; and 

WHEREAS,  in connection with the issuance of the Obligations, the Owner, the Issuer, 
and the Lender executed and delivered the LURA, which sets forth certain requirements and 
restrictions pertaining to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Obligations will be paid in full and redeemed pursuant to a refinance loan 
made on the date of this Agreement by Lument Real Estate Capital, LLC and/or the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (together with their successors and/or assigns, the “New Lender”) 
and New Lender requires that the LURA be amended to revise certain remedies contained therein; 
and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend the LURA to revise certain remedies 
contained therein; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be effective as of the date first set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertakings set 
forth herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender do hereby contract and agree as 
follows:

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 10(a) of the LURA.  The following sentence is 
added to the end of Section 10(a) of the LURA:

“Issuer and/or Owner will provide a copy of any notice of a Regulatory Agreement 
Default or any draft amendments to the LURA to New Lender at 2001 Ross 
Avenue, 19th Floor, Dallas, Texas, 75201 or lumentloanadmin@lument.com.”

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Section 10(b) of the LURA.  The last sentence of Section 
10(b) of the LURA is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“The Owner represents, warrants and covenants that if any such violation is not 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Issuer within the period of time specified by the 
Issuer, or without further notice, the Issuer may declare a default under this 
agreement, effective on the date of such declaration of default; and”

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Section 10(d) of the LURA.  Section 10(d) of the LURA 
is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

(d) Specific Performance.  The Owner acknowledges that the Issuer may also 
apply to any court, state or federal, for specific performance of this Agreement, or 
for an injunction against any violation of this Agreement, or for any such other 
actions as shall be necessary or desirable so as to correct non-compliance with this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to LURA.  Upon redemption of the Obligations, the lien of 
the Loan Agreement shall be released and the Lender shall no longer be a party to the LURA.  

SECTION 5.  Recording and Filing; Covenants to Run With the Land.

(a) Upon the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Owner, the 
Issuer, and the Lender, the Owner shall cause this Agreement to be recorded and filed in the public 
records of Butler County, Ohio, and the Owner shall pay all fees and charges incurred in 
connection therewith.

(b) This Agreement and the covenants contained herein with respect to the 
LURA shall run with the land and shall bind the Owner, and its successors and assigns, and the 
benefits shall inure to the Issuer, and its respective successors and assigns, during the term of the 
LURA; provided, however, nothing contained in this paragraph shall be deemed to authorize or 
consent to any assignment by the Owner.
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(c) This Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA.

SECTION 6.  Remaining Provisions Unaffected.  Except as expressly modified and 
amended by this Agreement, the covenants, terms and conditions of the LURA shall remain 
unaffected and shall remain in full force and effect until terminated pursuant to its terms.

SECTION 7.  Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement or the LURA, as amended 
hereby, shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining portions hereof or thereof shall in no way be affected or impaired, nor shall such holding 
of invalidity, illegality or unenforceability affect the validity, legality or enforceability of such 
provision under other dissimilar facts or circumstances.

SECTION 8.  Governing Law.  Notwithstanding that, for the convenience of the parties, 
the parties may be executing this Agreement outside of the State of Ohio, the LURA and all 
amendments thereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, both substantive and 
remedial.

SECTION 9.  Multiple Counterparts.  This Agreement may be simultaneously executed 
in one or more counterparts, all of which shall constitute the same instrument and each of which 
shall be deemed an original.

SECTION 10.  Future Amendments.  The LURA may not be further amended except by 
an instrument in writing signed by the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender.

SECTION 11.  Miscellaneous.  The Issuer, the Owner and the Lender each agrees that 
this Agreement shall be placed of record in the land records of Butler County, Ohio, and except as 
specifically provided otherwise, the covenants contained herein and in the LURA shall run with 
the land and shall bind, and the benefits shall inure to, respectively, the Owner and all subsequent 
owners of the Project or any interest therein, and the Issuer and its assigns, for the Qualified Project 
Period. The recordation of this Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA and 
the parties agree that the LURA is senior in status and priority to any later recorded claims, liens, 
or restrictions against the Project, other than as specifically subordinated. Capitalized terms used 
in this Agreement and not otherwise defined herein shall have those meanings assigned to them in 
the LURA. 

 
[Signature Pages to Follow]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, LTD., 
an Ohio limited partnership

By: COLLINS ROAD HOUSING 
PARTNERS, LLC, an Ohio limited 
liability company, its General Partner 

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF OHIO )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of Collins Road 
Housing Partners, LLC, the General Partner of Collins Road Properties, Ltd., on behalf of the 
limited liability company. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the 
notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

STATE OF OHIO )
)  ss:

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Lender

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF _____________ )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of U.S. Bank National 
Association, on behalf of the bank. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with 
regard to the notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________

This instrument prepared by:

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
191 West Nationwide Blvd., #200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

40939863
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO LAND USE RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (this 
“Agreement”) is dated as of [__________], 2024, by and among COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, 
LTD., a limited partnership duly organized, validly existing and in full force and effect under the 
laws of the State of Ohio (together with its permitted successors and assigns, the “Owner”), the 
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO (together with its successors and assigns, the “Issuer’), and 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national banking association (the “Lender”), as 
lender and purchaser of the Issuer’s Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, Series 2006 (Collins 
Road Properties, Ltd. Project), in the original aggregate principal amount of $8,126,000 (the 
“Obligations”), and amends that certain Land Use Restriction Agreement recorded May 31, 2006, 
as Instrument No. 200600013240 in Book 1430 Page 3285 of the Official Records of Fairfield 
County, Ohio (the “LURA”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Issuer heretofore issued the Obligations pursuant to the terms of that 
certain Loan Agreement dated as of May 1, 2006 (as amended, modified or supplemented from 
time to time, the “Loan Agreement”) between the Issuer and the Owner for the purpose of 
financing and refinancing the costs of the acquisition, renovation, installation and equipping of all 
or a portion of multifamily housing facilities (the “Project”), as more fully described in the LURA 
and as set forth on Attachment 2 therein and affixed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Lender purchased the Obligations and loaned the proceeds to the Owner 
so that the Owner could finance or refinance the Project; and 

WHEREAS,  in connection with the issuance of the Obligations, the Owner, the Issuer, 
and the Lender executed and delivered the LURA, which sets forth certain requirements and 
restrictions pertaining to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Obligations will be paid in full and redeemed pursuant to a refinance loan 
made on the date of this Agreement by Lument Real Estate Capital, LLC and/or the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (together with their successors and/or assigns, the “New Lender”) 
and New Lender requires that the LURA be amended to revise certain remedies contained therein; 
and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend the LURA to revise certain remedies 
contained therein; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement shall be effective as of the date first set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertakings set 
forth herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender do hereby contract and agree as 
follows:

SECTION 1. Amendment to Section 10(a) of the LURA.  The following sentence is 
added to the end of Section 10(a) of the LURA:

“Issuer and/or Owner will provide a copy of any notice of a Regulatory Agreement 
Default or any draft amendments to the LURA to New Lender at 2001 Ross 
Avenue, 19th Floor, Dallas, Texas, 75201 or lumentloanadmin@lument.com.”

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Section 10(b) of the LURA.  The last sentence of Section 
10(b) of the LURA is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“The Owner represents, warrants and covenants that if any such violation is not 
corrected to the satisfaction of the Issuer within the period of time specified by the 
Issuer, or without further notice, the Issuer may declare a default under this 
agreement, effective on the date of such declaration of default; and”

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Section 10(d) of the LURA.  Section 10(d) of the LURA 
is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

(d) Specific Performance.  The Owner acknowledges that the Issuer may also 
apply to any court, state or federal, for specific performance of this Agreement, or 
for an injunction against any violation of this Agreement, or for any such other 
actions as shall be necessary or desirable so as to correct non-compliance with this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to LURA.  Upon redemption of the Obligations, the lien of 
the Loan Agreement shall be released and the Lender shall no longer be a party to the LURA.  

SECTION 5.  Recording and Filing; Covenants to Run With the Land.

(a) Upon the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Owner, the 
Issuer, and the Lender, the Owner shall cause this Agreement to be recorded and filed in the public 
records of Fairfield County, Ohio, and the Owner shall pay all fees and charges incurred in 
connection therewith.

(b) This Agreement and the covenants contained herein with respect to the 
LURA shall run with the land and shall bind the Owner, and its successors and assigns, and the 
benefits shall inure to the Issuer, and its respective successors and assigns, during the term of the 
LURA; provided, however, nothing contained in this paragraph shall be deemed to authorize or 
consent to any assignment by the Owner.
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(c) This Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA.

SECTION 6.  Remaining Provisions Unaffected.  Except as expressly modified and 
amended by this Agreement, the covenants, terms and conditions of the LURA shall remain 
unaffected and shall remain in full force and effect until terminated pursuant to its terms.

SECTION 7.  Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement or the LURA, as amended 
hereby, shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining portions hereof or thereof shall in no way be affected or impaired, nor shall such holding 
of invalidity, illegality or unenforceability affect the validity, legality or enforceability of such 
provision under other dissimilar facts or circumstances.

SECTION 8.  Governing Law.  Notwithstanding that, for the convenience of the parties, 
the parties may be executing this Agreement outside of the State of Ohio, the LURA and all 
amendments thereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, both substantive and 
remedial.

SECTION 9.  Multiple Counterparts.  This Agreement may be simultaneously executed 
in one or more counterparts, all of which shall constitute the same instrument and each of which 
shall be deemed an original.

SECTION 10.  Future Amendments.  The LURA may not be further amended except by 
an instrument in writing signed by the Owner, the Issuer, and the Lender.

SECTION 11.  Miscellaneous.  The Issuer, the Owner and the Lender each agrees that 
this Agreement shall be placed of record in the land records of Fairfield County, Ohio, and except 
as specifically provided otherwise, the covenants contained herein and in the LURA shall run with 
the land and shall bind, and the benefits shall inure to, respectively, the Owner and all subsequent 
owners of the Project or any interest therein, and the Issuer and its assigns, for the Qualified Project 
Period. The recordation of this Agreement is not intended to affect the priority of the LURA and 
the parties agree that the LURA is senior in status and priority to any later recorded claims, liens, 
or restrictions against the Project, other than as specifically subordinated. Capitalized terms used 
in this Agreement and not otherwise defined herein shall have those meanings assigned to them in 
the LURA. 

 
[Signature Pages to Follow]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COLLINS ROAD PROPERTIES, LTD., 
an Ohio limited partnership

By: COLLINS ROAD HOUSING 
PARTNERS, LLC, an Ohio limited 
liability company, its General Partner 

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF OHIO )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of Collins Road 
Housing Partners, LLC, the General Partner of Collins Road Properties, Ltd., on behalf of the 
limited liability company. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the 
notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

By:
Title:  County Commissioner

STATE OF OHIO )
)  ss:

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act.

(SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
as Lender

By:

Name:

Title:

STATE OF _____________ )
) SS:

COUNTY OF ___________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of ______________, 
2024 by ________________________, the _________________________ of U.S. Bank National 
Association, on behalf of the bank. No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with 
regard to the notarial act.

 (SEAL)

Notary Public

My commission expires: __________________

This instrument prepared by:

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq.
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
191 West Nationwide Blvd., #200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

40939863
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DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP 
191 West Nationwide Boulevard ^ Suite 200 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Joshua D. Grossman, Esq. 
614-628-6950 (direct) ^  614-628-6890 (fax) 
Joshua.grossman@dinsmore.com 

January 2, 2024 

VIA E-MAIL (aundrea.cordle@fairfieldcountyohio.gov) 

Aundrea N. Cordle, County Administrator 
County of Fairfield, Ohio 
210 East Main Street 
Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

Re: Matters Related to Refunding of County of Fairfield, Ohio Multifamily Housing Revenue 
Bond, Series 2006 (Collins Road Properties, Ltd. Project) (the “2006 Bond”) 

Dear Aunie: 

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP (“Dinsmore”) has been asked to serve as counsel to Collins Road 
Properties, Ltd. (the “Borrower”) in connection with a loan to be made by Lument Real Estate 
Capital, LLC and/or The Federal National Mortgage Association (the “New Lender”) to, in part, 
refund the above-captioned 2006 Bonds originally issued by the County of Fairfield, Ohio (the 
“County”) for the benefit of the Borrower (the “Matter”). As part of the Matter, the Borrower, the 
County, and U.S. Bank National Association, as the original purchaser of the 2006 Bond, have 
been requested by the New Lender to execute amendments to the existing 2006 Land Use 
Restriction Agreements in order for the New Lender to agree to make the loan.  

Dinsmore represents the County in matters unrelated to the aforementioned 
Matter.  Consequently, our representation of the Borrower with respect to the Matter, on the one 
hand, and our representation of the County in matters unrelated to the Matter, on the other hand, 
may present a conflict of interest.  The purpose of this letter is to disclose this potential conflict of 
interest to you and to obtain the County’s consent to our representation of the Borrower in the 
Matter and our continuing representation of both the County and the Borrower in unrelated matters. 

It is our understanding that, in connection with the Matter, the Borrower will be represented 
by Dinsmore.  Further, it is our understanding that the Borrower will rely on Dinsmore for legal 
representation in connection with the Matter, and that all parties understand that Dinsmore would 
be representing only the interests of the Borrower in connection with the Matter.  Therefore, we 
are requesting that the County waive any conflict of interest in the Matter and consent to 
Dinsmore’s representation of the Borrower in the Matter. 

We have disclosed to the Borrower the potential conflict of interest related to the Matter 
and Dinsmore’s representation of the County in other unrelated matters.  After full disclosure of 
Dinsmore’s relationship with the County, the Borrower has consented to the conflict and has 
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Aundrea N. Cordle, County Administrator 
County of Fairfield, Ohio 
January 2, 2024 
Page 2 

agreed that Dinsmore’s representation of the Borrower in the Matter will not preclude Dinsmore’s 
representation of the County in unrelated matters.  Dinsmore will preserve confidential and 
proprietary information of the County and the Borrower and will not disclose or otherwise use 
such information in representing either party. 

Further, we will not represent either the Borrower or the County if the Matter, or any other 
matter, becomes adversarial, involves equitable subordination, involves adversarial proceedings 
in bankruptcy or preference claims against the County.  While representing the Borrower, we will 
not use in any manner detrimental to the County any information obtained while representing the 
County in any prior, ongoing or future matters. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Very truly yours, 

DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP 

Per 
Joshua D. Grossman 

JDG/plm 

The County hereby consents to the above request of Dinsmore & Shohl LLP. 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO 

By:  

Name: Aundrea N. Cordle  

Title: County Administrator  

Dated:  ____________________, 2024 
41166569 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 

01/09/2024 218



S-2 

[Signature Page to First Amendment to Land Use Restriction Agreement] 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 

01/09/2024 224



S-2 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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MIAMI COUNTY 

(LIBERTY COMMONS)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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BUTLER COUNTY 

(TAMARIND SQUARE)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
(WINDSOR PLACE)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed in their 
respective names by their duly authorized representatives as of the date first set forth above. 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD, OHIO 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

By: 
Title:  County Commissioner 

STATE OF OHIO ) 
)  ss: 

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ___________, 
2024 by _______________________________, _________________________________, and 
___________________________, the County Commissioners of the County of Fairfield, Ohio.  
No oath or affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act. 

(SEAL) 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: __________________ 
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Prosecutor's Approval Page
Resolution No.  

A resolution authorizing the amendments to five existing 2006 land use restriction 
agreements, and matters related thereto.  

(Fairfield County Commissioners)

Approved as to form on 1/5/2024 3:30:51 PM by Amy Brown-Thompson, 

Amy Brown-Thompson
Prosecutor's Office
Fairfield County, Ohio
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Signature Page
Resolution No. 2024-01.09.a 

A resolution authorizing the amendments to five existing 2006 land use restriction 
agreements, and matters related thereto.  

(Fairfield County Commissioners)

This resolution has not yet been voted on.

CERTIFICATE OF CLERK
It is hereby certified that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution acted 
upon by the Board of County Commissioners, Fairfield County, Ohio on the date noted above. 

01/09/2024 242
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