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The Fairfield County Utilities Department has prepared this eighth
annualWaterQualityReporttoprovideinformationonthequalityofthe
watersuppliedtoourcustomersbetweenJanuaryandDecember2005,
inaccordancewiththeConsumerConfidenceReportrequirementsof
theFederalSafeDrinkingWaterActof1996. Wearepleasedtoreport
the Fairfield County Division of Water met all State and Federal
regulationsfortheTussingRoadWaterTreatmentFacilityduring2005.

AsofDecember31,2005,theUtilitiesDepartmentprovidesserviceto
4,998 water customers (accounts) and 5,770 sewer customers
(accounts). Thisrepresentsanincreaseof133 watercustomersand
119sewercustomersfrom2004.

Accounts Residential Commercial
WATER 4,833 165
SEWER 5,580 190

In 2005, the Water Division operated two County-owned water
treatmentfacilities(TussingRoadandLittleWalnutWaterSystems). You
arereceiving thisreport becauseyouliveintheTussingRoadWater
service area. TheTussing RoadWaterTreatmentFacility,locatedat
11030TussingRoad,servesnorthernVioletTownshipandpartsofthe
CityofPickeringtonalongStateRoute256. Thisfacilityiscapablefo
producing3.0milliongallonsperdayofdrinkingwaterbyutilizingthe
GravityFiltration/IonExchangewatertreatmentprocess. Thesource
waterisagroundwatersupplywithdrawnfromtwodistinctunderground
aquifers located within the County-owned Violet Township wellfield
adjacenttothetreatmentfacility. Thewatersystemhastwoelevated
storagetanks(750,000 gallons each)providingsystempressureand
waterstoragecapacityforfireprotection.

TheFairfieldCountyTussingRoadWaterSystemreceivesitsdrinking
waterfromtwodistinctundergroundaquifers(shallowanddeep)located
in VioletTownship,adjacenttothetreatmentfacility. Theunderground
supply is delivered to the treatment facility by nine wells located
throughoutthewellfield.

TheTussingRoadWaterSystemalsohasanemergencyconnectionwith
the CityofColumbus,CityofPickeringtonandtheSouthwestLicking
Water District. During 2005, no water was used from these
connections. Thisreportdoesnotcontaininformationonthequalityof
the emergency connections’ water but a copy of their Consumer
ConfidenceReportcanbeobtainedbycontactingthosedepartments
directly.

TheaquiferthatsuppliesdrinkingwatertoFairfieldCounty’sTussing
Roadwellfieldhasamoderatesusceptibilitytocontamination,duetothe
moderatelysensitivenatureoftheaquiferinwhichdrinkingwaterwells
arelocatedandtheexistingpotentialcontaminantsources identified.
Thisdoesnotmeanthattheshallowaquiferwillbecomecontaminated,

only that conditions are such thattheground water could be
impactedbypotentialcontaminantsources. Thedeepaquiferthat
suppliesdrinkingwatertoFairfieldCounty’sVioletwellfieldhasa
lowsusceptibilityofcontamination,duetothelowsensitivityofthe
aquiferinwhichdrinkingwaterwellsarelocatedandtheexisting
potentialcontaminantsourcesidentified. Thisdoesnotmeanthat
the deep aquifer cannot become contaminated, only that the
likelihoodofcontaminationisrelativelylow.

Future contamination of the aquifers can be avoided by
implementing protective measures. Fairfield County has
implemented,andwillcontinuetoimplementprotectivemeasures
toprevent contaminationofthe drinkingwater sources. Please
contactJohnA.Wood,ChiefWaterOperatorat614.864.3370or
OhioEPA at614.644.2752formoreinformation.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be
expected to contain very small amounts ofsome contaminants.
Thepresenceofcontaminantsdoesnot necessarily indicatethat
waterposesahealthrisk. Moreinformationaboutcontaminants
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the
EnvironmentalProtection Agency’sSafeDrinkingWaterHotline
(800.426.4791).

Thesourcesofdrinkingwater,bothtapwaterandbottledwater,
includerivers,lakes,streams,ponds,reservoirs,springsandwells.
Aswatertravelsoverthesurfaceofthelandorthroughtheground,
it dissolves naturally-occuring minerals and in some cases,
radioactivematerial,andcanpickupsubstancesresultingfromthe
presenceofanimalsorhumanactivity.

Contaminants that may bepresentinsourcewater include: (A)
Microbialcontaminants,suchasvirusesandbacteria,whichmay
comefromsewage treatmentplants,septicsystems,agricultural
livestockoperationsandwildlife;(B)Inorganiccontaminants,such
assaltsandmetals,whichcanbenaturally-occurringorresultfrom
urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming; (C)
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of
sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses; (D) Organic chemical contaminants, including
syntheticandvolatileorganicchemicals,whichareby-productsof
industrialprocessesandpetroleumproduction,andcanalsocome
fromgasstations,urbanstormwaterrunoff,andsepticsystems;(E)
Radioactivecontaminants,whichcanbenaturally-occurringorbe
theresultofoilandgasproductionandminingactivities.

n ordertoinsurethattapwaterissafetodrink,EPAprescribes
regulationswhichlimittheamountofcertaincontaminantsinwater
providedbypublicwatersystems. FDAregulationsestablishlimits
for contaminantsinbottledwater,which mustprovidethesame
protectionforpublichealth.
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Ifyouhaveanyquestionsregardingyourdrinkingwater, please
contact John Wood, Chief Water Operator, to discuss your
concerns.

FairfieldCountyUtilitiesCertifiedDrinkingWaterOperators
JohnWood,ClassIV RogerDonnell,ClassIII
PaulHellman,ClassIII AaronBlack,ClassI
RickKrueger,ClassII ThomasBous,ClassI

Somepeoplemaybemorevulnerabletocontaminants
in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised personssuchaspersonswithcancerundergoing
chemotherapy, persons whohaveundergone organ transplants,
peoplewithHIV/AIDSorotherimmunesystemdisorders,some
elderly, and infants can be particularly atrisk from infections.
Thesepeopleshouldseekadviceaboutdrinkingwaterfromtheir
healthcareproviders. TheEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyand
Center for DiseaseControl guidelinesonappropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and microbial
contaminantsareavailablefromtheSafeDrinkingWaterHotline
(800.426.4791). Cryptosporidiumisamicrobialparasitefound
insurfacewaterthroughouttheUnitedStates. Thewatersupply
for the northern Violet Township Wellfield is groundwater;
therefore, Cryptosporidium is not a health related standard
affectingthiswatersupply.

TheEPArequiresregularsamplingtoensuredrinkingwatersafety.
TheTussingRoadWaterSystemconductedsamplingforbacteria,
haloacetic acids, total trihalomethanes, inorganics, nitrate,
fluoride, volatile organic, and synthetic organic contaminant
samplingduring2005. Ofthecontaminantsamplingconducted,
mostwerenotdetectedintheTussingRoadWaterSystemsupply.
TheOhioEPArequiresustomonitorforsomecontaminantsless
than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminantsdonotchangefrequently.

Definitions

ContactInformation
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AL: ActionLevel. Theconcentrationofacontaminantwhich,ifexceeded,
triggerstreatmentorotherrequirementswhichawatersystemmustfollow.
CFU:ColonyFormingUnit.
MCL: MaximumContaminantLevel. Thehighestlevelofacontaminantthatis
allowedindrinkingwaterbytheSafeDrinkingWaterAct. MCLsaresetas
closetotheMCLGsasfeasibleusingthebestavailabletreatmenttechnology.
MGD: MillionGallonsperDay.
mg/l: Milligramsperliter. Correspondstoonepartpermillionoronegallonin
onemilliongallons.
MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level. The highest level of a
disinfectant allowedindrinkingwater. There isconvincingevidencethat
additionofadisinfectantisnecessaryforcontrolofmicrobialcontaminants.
MRDLG: MaximumResidualDisinfectantLevelGoal. Thelevelofadrinking
waterdisinfectantbelowwhichthereisnoknownorexpectedrisktohealth.
MRDLGs donotreflectthebenefitsoftheuseofdisinfectantstocontrol
microbialcontaminants.
NA: Notapplicable.
OEPA: OhioEnvironmentalProtectionAgency
pCi/l: Picocurieperliter. Correspondstoonepartpertrillionoronegallonin
onetrilliongallons.
ug/l: Microgramsperliter. Correspondstoonepartperbillionoronegallon
inonebilliongallons.
<: A symbolwhichmeanslessthan. A resultof<5meansthatthelowest
levelthatcouldbedetectedwas5andthecontaminantinthatsamplewasnot
detected.

Publicparticipation and comment are encouraged at
regularmeetingsoftheBoardofFairfieldCountyCommissioners,
whichmeetsTuesdayat10:00amintheCommissionersHearing
Room, Fairfield County Courthouse, 210 East Main Street,
Lancaster,Ohio.


