HISTORY OF ADDRESSING IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY

In the early 1960s, it was evident that the “rural route” addressing system that was being utilized
throughout Fairfield County was inadequate due to the growth of residences expanding from the
cities and villages into the rural areas. An effort began to establish permanent names for all of
the County’s roads, as well as numbering all rural dwellings.

In the spring of 1964, Ed Johnson, tri-county organization director for the Ohio Farm Bureau,
spear-headed efforts for the proposed house numbering and road naming project. This project
had been proposed three years earlier by the Farm Bureau, but was delayed due to financing
and the additional research that was being performed by the Fairfield County Engineer’s Office.
With the funding now available and the research completed, the County Commissioners were
ready to move forward with the project.

Some advantages of such a system are to:

1. Help eliminate the confusion and speed up the response of all types of emergency
services such as fire protection, law enforcement, ambulance and doctor calls which
were still being made to resident’s homes.

Assist U.S. postal deliveries.

. Expedite services by commercial businesses such as delivery, and electric, phone and
gas services, etc.

Provide a system of correct addressing for future growth of the county.

Eliminate the confusion of roads being known by different names and to prevent
businesses from creating their own road names.
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Farm Bureau members met with the Township Trustees, as well as residents, to come up with
permanent names for the roads, which in some cases, were known by as many as six different
names. Many were officially named after prominent residence or land owners that lived along
the roads. On November 16, 1964, the County Commissioner’s voted to approve a list of road
names for the public roads that were being maintained by the State of Ohio, County and the
Township Trustees.

The Engineer's Office promoted using the house numbering system predominately being
adopted in most counties throughout the state at that time. The county was divided by central
baselines that run north and south dissecting the county and the same for a central east and
west baseline, thus dividing the county in four quarters. The four quarters, or quadrants, were
designated as NW (northwest), NE (northeast), SW (southwest) and SE (southeast). Since
some roads are in more than one quadrant, those initials are used after the road name in the
address designating the quadrant that section of road is located. Additional gridlines were
added for each mile starting at the intersecting baselines in each direction towards the edge of
the map. Then 1000 numbers were allocated for each mile of road starting at the baseline,
thence running towards the outer edge of the county. The address numbers are allocated
according to the proportionate distance through each mile of road and the assignment point of
the address, thus reserving numbers for future growth. Adjustments are made for roads that do
not run exactly north and south or east and west in direction. The address number is based on
the drive or the structure location and then by adding the official road name, the quadrant the
dwelling is in and the town’s name and zip code.



In 1966, the Fairfield County Engineer's Office began issuing and documenting official
addresses throughout the county. It was a struggle for the first few years to get residents to use
their newly created addresses. Letters from the United States Postal Service to stop delivery to
residents not using the system were utilized.

The addressing process has been modified through the years due to the introduction of large
scale subdivisions, condominium, apartments, etc. The cities and some villages of the county
perform their own addressing within their corporation limits.



